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CHRIST'S PROMISES. 
BY MRS SARAH B COOPER. 
6é bee you alway!” Blest assurance, 
From the Saviour’s loving heart ; 
Giving to the faint endurance, 
Bidding every fear depart. 
‘* Never leave thee, nor forsake thee!”’ 
Angry clouds the light shall yield. 
To the Friend of friends betake thee, 
And the storm shall flee the field. 
‘* With a love that’s everlasting, 
I have lov’d thee, love thee still,”’"— 
Sorrow is but overcasting 
Highest good with seeming ill. 
‘* Peace I give you. peace I leave you!” 
Mark his signature and seal ! 
Pledges from the world deceive you— 
Perfect peace shall Christ reveal. 
‘* Where I am, ye shall be with me!” 
Fadeless dawn, celestial light,— 
Faith to work, O Master. give me! 
Tireless day-time needs no night. 





“EVIL, BE THOU MY GOOD.” 
BY EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 


HE was a woman of culture and intelligence, and 
good social standing. She had passed the meridian 
of life, and was in a position to look with calm, ripe 
judgment upon matters which were to younger observers 
su! jects of untried theories, She was listening with in- 
terest to the discussion of suadry evils that had crept 
into our midst, and gained a foothold in our little com- 
munity before their existence was really suspected. The 
billiard saloons that were enticing our young boys into 
evil, the card tables that were ensnaring our yourg men. 
Many mothers who had only learned of the existence of 
these temptations after their sons had been lured into 
them, were eager and ready for any action; a petition, a 
crusade, an indignant uprising. What was the best 
counsel that this woman of experience could bring from 
her broader observation? Simply that a really elegant 
and well-equipped billiard saloon be fitted up where the 
mothers could go with their boys, and thus see that no 
enticements to gambling and drinking were united with 
the innocent game. That family whist parties be en- 
couraged so that the boys need not go elsewhere to play, 
because young people must have these games and amuse- 
ments, they wi// have them in some shape, and the best 
policy is to make them as innocent as possible. This 
being the very best advice that worldly wisdom has to 
offer, it may perhaps be worth locking at, especially as 
the reasoning upon which it rests is continually put 
forth in one shape and another, and its assumptions are 
frequently accepted as truth. 
Admitting the truth of the theory that the yourg have 
a natural appetite for games and kindred amusements 
which must have and will find gratification, as it rises to 





feed, and foster, and cultivate the propensity into a pas- 
sion, or to hold it in check by developing the mind in 
other directions, You may make your boy a skillful bil- 
liard player in your private parlor, but dces not the 
game gain in fascination for him exactly as he advances 
in skill, and will it not be infinitely harder for him to 
resist the attraction of other billiard tables, when your 
innocent place of amusement is out of his resch. In the 
case which elicited this discussion it proved that the lads 
who were first entrapped by the unprincipled gamblers 
who spread the snare, the ones who persisted in spite of 
parental authority, were the very ones for whom mia- 
taken liberality had provided billiard tables at home. 
What is to restrain these tastes which you have culti- 
vated from breaking bounds when they are beyond the 
reach of your safeguards? Moral principle? But if 
moral principle be sufficient to hold against temptation, 
would it be any weaker if lack of skill were added to it? 


The argument is a complete fallacy, making the exist- 
ence of a propensity a reason for strengthening it. It 
stands upon no better ground than the dram-seller’s plea 
—“‘if I do not sell liquor some one else will—people will 
have it.” Experience has demonstrated its fatal false- 
hood over and over, yet it rises from the dust as if it 
were veritable truth. An excellent Christian mother 
said recently, ‘‘ I was led to believe that if I would keep 
my boys from wanting to play cards away from home I 
must allow them in it under my eye, and we played a 
good deal for a few months, but I saw that they were be- 
coming absorbed and fascinated by the chances of the 
game; that it was fast taking the place of reading and 
conversation and all social life, and I began to realiz 
that instead of shielding them from temptation I was 
preparing them to fall right in with it. We have no 
more to do with cards at our home.” 

Another mother was led to rfiect sericusly upon the 
subject by noticing the evil effects of a game of cards 
upon the temper and disposition of her children. They 
became irritable and pettish, showing a feverish excite- 
ment over the gains or losses of the play, and while one 
was morbidly jealous and suspicious, the other showed a 
tendency to cunning and a disposition to take every pos- 
sible advantage without absolate dishonesty. It is hardly 
possible for a person of mature years, with his mind ab- 
sorbed in grave business interests, to comprehend the 
serious importance which the chance issues of a game 
bave forthe young, or with what unhealthy excitement 
they enter into it, but a very limited amount of observa- 
tion would convince any one that nature needs no culti- 
vation in that direction. 

Thus much for the unsoundness of the policy which 
opens the door for the very evil it would guard sgainst, 
but we may go much farther. The assertion upon which 
it is based is false. Why “must young people have such 
games and amusements?” What necessity exists fr 
them? Thousands have grown up to healthy, vigorous 
manhood and womanhood without them. Thousands 
who felt it perhaps, as something of a deprivation that 
they were held by an unflinching authority from the card 
table, and the billiard table, and the ball room, and the 
theatre, have lived to be thankful for wisdom that was 
greater than theirown. Thousands more have been so 
judiciously educated that they never felt the lack of such 
a mere surface sensation as amusement. 

You expect to educate your child to scorn the low and 
disreputable surroundings which make many places and 
forms of amusement objectionable, but why not go a 
step further and teach him to despise the childish weak- 
ness that with so many open sources of delight and re- 
creation cries out for amusement. A tithe of the time 
and money spent upon costly diversions would put our 
children quite above the appetite for them. A good 
microscope costs hardly more than a pack of cards, a 
printing press is cheaper than a billiard table, a fine 
library could be furnished with the expense of one or 
two dancing parties. The gossip and criticism of the 





family table might be profitably exchanged for a lively 
discussion of some new discovery in science or art, and 
the fault. finding or icy silence of the evening hour for a 
little uproarious fun or nonsense. If parents expend 
their whole time and thought upon matters outside of 
the family circle it is little wonder if this love of amuse- 
ment grow like a rampant weed, until its roots absorb 
the whole vigor of the soil and everything else lan- 
guishes in its shadow. It must be dealt with by culti- 
vating other growths, and by patient and persistent 
sowing of other seed. As I look up from my paper I 
see upon the table a little blue card, containing a printed 
text of Scripture. It is a very old message, from a very 
old book, buat its warning is not yet out of date, - “ Wo 
unto them that call evil good,” 





FEEDING ON REFUSE. 
BY THE REV, H. 8, DE FOREST. 


N army ¢ flicer, who was for several months a priso- 
ner of war, states that at one time, after a remit- 
tance from his home, he and his bunk-mate at great 
cost purchased a small and lean chicken ; that in their 
hunger they ate everything that they supposed eatable ; 
but did throw away the claws and a little of the yellow 
skin on the legs; and that a companion who was less 
fortunate than themselves took those same feet from a 
pile of filth, and in his hunger crunched the bones with 
real delight. We pity the starveling that was driven to 
such a meal as that. Nothing but famine and dire ne- 
cessity led to this eating of claws and toes. It would 
never have been thougiit of, could the poor man have had 
piled before him the first joint, the white meat, and the 
dressing of a New Eogland Thanksgiving dinner. Why 
take the worse, when there is a superabundance of the 
better? 

Men are not so foolish as regards the food that passes 
into the mouth. But in mental aliment, such folly is 
seen continually. Here men are forever turning from 
the healthiest viands and feeding on garbage. The white 
meats and first joints of literature have no sweetness for 
many. They prefer to take toes and claws from a heap 
of offal. They refuse milk and fill the cup with mere 
slops—with swill. This may seem to be strong language, 
but it is not too strong to be true. Watch a news-stand 
at the post-office, or in a railroad depot; observe what is 
sold; inquire the proportion of good literature to that 
which is refuse and utterly vile, and the facts are simply 
astonishing and terrible. Men that would eschew tainted 
meat, and are rightfully indignant at the poor milk of 
the city, choose reading whose off-nse is rank—it smells 
to heaven—and feed heart and soul thereon. They will 
chew down the most unsavory thirg, and even roll pu- 
tridity like a sweet morsel under their tongue. An in- 
spector of meat would doubtless have something to do; 
but an inspector of mental aliment is needed more. Our 
unhealthy diet is harming the body ; our unhealthy read- 
ing is destroying the soul. As long as our boys are read- 
ing dime novels and the lives of pirates we shall have 
more yourg Pomeroys to imprison or to hang. 

We shall never rear giants if the tables are to be 
spread three times a day with sickly novels and mawkish 
sentimentality. A return to griis, oat meal, and recast 
beef would not help the cake-fed poisoned weskling as 
anuch as a higher order of reading would strengthen 
some who are now mental and moral invalids. If we 
feed our children as scme are fed, they will never be 
strong enough for any good work; they will never be 
able even to stand alone. 

If a child needs direction in regard to his food, and is 
not always to have that which he most cries after, much 
more does he need direction in regard to reading, and 
the books which he prefers are not always the best. 
Authority must sometimes, in both cases, put down a 
firm but loving “‘ No!” With care the appetite may be 
made healthy in respect to books and food, but care and 
thoughtfal painstaking are requisite. Mere inculgence 
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will lead to ruin. Appetite and taste are not to be the 
sole umpires. The wisdom of another is necessary to 
diet, and neither parents nor the purchasers of Sunday- 
school books, nor of other public libraries, can absolve 
themselves from this duty. If we would have men 
healthy, we must see that they do not feed on refuse. 


HYMNS FROM REAL LIFE, 
BY E. ©. D. 


CAREFUL, or even a superficial reading of authors 
upon hymnology, can but impress one with the 
many interesting occurrences, circumstances, and occa- 
sions which gave birth to and shaped many of our favor- 
ite hymns. Most of the poemsof John and Charles 
Wesley, were the unfoldings of actual experience ; while 
other writers give us insight into their lives by the hymns 
which live afier them. For example, in nearly every 
collection, and erpecially in collections made in Baptist 
churches, the hymn commencing, 
Father, whate’er of earthly bliss, 
Thy sc vereign will denies, 
Accepted at thy throne of grace 
Let this petition rise : 
Give me a calm, a thankful heart, 
From every murmur free, 
The blessings of thy love impart 
And help me live to thee. 

Its author, Mrs. Steele, was a great sufferer, and from 
a life of severe discipline grew the sweet Christian graces 
which this and other hymns give expre-sion, She met 
with an accident in childhood which made her an invalid 
for life. She was also engaged to be married to one 
she dearly loved, and the preparations were fully made 
for the wedding. At the very moment when she was ex- 
pecting the bridegroom’s arrival the intelligence was 
brought her that he had just been drowned. Her life 
now dcubly blighted, sought only consolation in the ex- 
ercises of piety, charity, and the inspirations of her pen. 
Her father’s death deepened her sorrow, and weaned her 
heart from the vanishing things of earth. But she bore 
her lot in her most shadowed hours with resignation, 
“looking unto Jesus.” Worn with age she at last 
realized a full answer to the burden of her life-long 
prayer: 

Let the sweet hope that thou art mine 
My life, and death attend ; 
Thy presence through my journey shine, 
And crown my journey’s end. 
Her life was told in that hymn. “ Earthly bliss” was 
denied her, but she had a “calm and thankful heart.” 
God’s “presence” shone through her “journey” and 
crowned the “ journey’s end.” 
The author of 
Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above, 

was another sufferer, especially toward the close of his 
life. His name was John Fawcett. In 1772 he was pas. 
tor of a scattered and poor church at Wainegate, Eng: 
land. Receiving a call from a wealthy London society, 
he determined to accept, and preparations were made 
for his removal. His goods were loaded, and his congre- 
gation assembled to bid him a final adieu. A most 
affecting ecene followed, the poor people he had so long 
instructed entreating him with tears to remain. Love 
prevailed. “I will stay,” he said, “you may unpack my 
goods, and we will live for the Lord lovingly together.” 
The affectionate demonstration on the part of his people 
made a deep impression upon his mind, and inspired 
him to write under an impulse of poetic feeling 
the well-known hymn—the first stanza of which is 
given above. 

The favorite hymn beginning, “I love to steal awhile 
away,” was prompted by a love of devotion amid rural 
scenes, and a happy Chrietian experience. It was 
written about 1825, by Mrs, Phebe H. Brown, of Canaan, 
New York. She was a devout Christian mother, in 
lowly circumstances, and was in the habit of retiring to 
a solitary place toward evening, for secret prayer. For 
this she was reverely criticised by her neighbors, which 
deeply wounded her feelings, and while under the im- 
pulse of strong feeling wrote the hymn mentioned. The 
second line of the original read, “ From children and 
from care,” 

Perhaps no hymn in our language gives greater ex- 
pression to heart experience than Oowper’s, “‘God moves 
in a mysterious way.” It is considered the finest and 
most impressive composition he ever wrote. It was com- 
posed just before his second attack of insanity, “the 
shadow of the coming eclipse had already touched his 
mind,” It is said that on one occasion Cowper had de- 








termined to go to a particular part of the river Oure and 
drown himself; that the driver of the chair missed his 
way, and that the bymn was the result of the mental re- 
action that followed this evidence of Providential pro- 
tection. 

Montgomery says of the hymn, that it is ‘‘rendered 
awfully interesting by the circumstances under which it 
was written—in the twilight of departing reason.” 

SERMONS TO GIRLS. 
ON PAYING YOUR WAY. 
BY MARGARET E, SANGSTER. 


NE of the finest qualities which a gentlewoman can 
possess is an honestly independent spirit. The 
pretty poetic conceit of the vine pleases us when we hear 
it applied to womanhood, because we like to think of 
woman as soft, tender, and clinging. Yet if a woman 
have no other attributes than these, her charms wiil 
grow monotonous. Believe me, girls, the prettiest and 
most delicately refined of you all will be happier and 
more fondly loved if you can stand on your own feet 
than if you go through life making a crutch of the most 
convenient arm. None of us can afford to be entirely 
independent of others. Our kindred arid friends, our 
daily associates, and even the chance companions of a 
visit or a journey, have interests which are twisted and 
woven into the threads of our being. That would bea 
mea.re, starved, and unproductive life which neither 
took nor gave, receivirg no stores from others’ wealth, 
returning no oveiflow of gratitude and helpfulness. But 
the sort of woman who sets out to be chiefly the clinging 
dependent, intent on being taken care of, fed of the finest 
of the wheat, clothed in silken attire, helped over all the 
hard places, and generally preferred and adored, because 
of her selfish inefficiency, is a parasite, a poison-vine. 
God help the men to whom such women belong ! 

There is real nobility in the power to help one’s self. 
A genuine girl, in these days, ought to be above the ac- 
cidents of changing circumstance. There may be foolish 
butte: fly girls, who care supremely for dress and admi- 
ration, and who flvat on the sunlit current of to-day, as 
though no storm could ever come, To them a word of 
advice and warning may seem as an idle tale.* To the 
girl whose bright eyes have at all occupied themselves 
in looking about her, and seeing the events which be- 
fall people every day, it will appear otherwise. You may 
be living now in elegance and luxury, the petted darling 
of your father’s spacious hcuse, without a visible thorn 
or brier of care to prick you, but it may not be long be- 
fore you are called on to face misfortune. The prob- 
lem of how to live may stare you in the face, as it has 
stared others. If you are rich and well-to-do you have 
a great advantage over those whose limited means give 
them no power of choice. The destruction of the poor 
is their poverty. A poor girl cannot look about her and 
say, ‘ There is this work which invites me, which I would 
like, which is congenial. I will take time and prepare 
myself to enter upon it.” She must do what comes first 
to hand, whether or not it be agreeable, and be content 
with her wages. On the other hand, the young woman 
who is comfortably and pleasantly established can take 
her time and arm herself against the day of necessity by 
the acquiring of some useful art, trade, or accomplish- 
ment. 

I have sometimes seen cases like this. A father in 
mercantile business, or engeged in a profession, dies, 
leaving several grown-up daughters and one or two sons. 
It is sgainst the family traditions for the daughters to 
soil their white hands with any labor, and so the sons go 
on, year after year, working for their sisters. If the sis- 
ters marry, the brothers are relieved and set free. If not, 
the brothers toil on, unable to take to themselves any 
closer or dearer home relation than the one they already 
have. They must care for their sisters, and so they drift 
on into bachelor life, with its inevitable isolation, as 
they descend the vale of years. O/ten, too, I have seen 
a white-haired father, working late and early, and far 
beyond his strength, that daughters might go into society 
and there shine in the glory of the latest fashion and the 
grace of abundant leisure. Sons would have helped to 
bear the burden, or at least have eased it by subtraction, 
but each daughter is so many pounds weight added to 
the scale. 

I have said before that it is not by any means every 
girl’s duty to go out from her home to labor or to per- 
form labor for money, or to assert herself as one of the 
working force of the world. It is many a girl’s duty to 
simply be all she can, that is, bright, sweet, comforting, 
and pleasure giving to the dear ones in her own home. 
Many a young woman spends the sunny years between 
her leaving school and her putting on her bridal attire 





in just living asa flower lives, and in shedding about 
her a fragrance as soft and as subtle as the violets on 
my table do. It is a fact, however, that all girls do not 
marry, that all are not contented and satisfied at home, 
and that all are not sure of leading useful lives, unless 
in some definite way they go out of and from themselves, 
You would not like it to be said of you, by and by, 
“There comes Miss ——. Let us get out of her way. 
She’s so cynical, so satirical, and so cross. Nobody cares 
for her.” Yet words like these have been said by girls 
like you, concerning women who only a few years back 
were themselves gay, thoughtless girls. Life has come 
to be in their experience an infinite disappointment. 
They have grown narrow from living so long in one 
groove, occupied with a round of petty things of no par- 
ticular consequence to anyone Women drift into chronic 
invalidism as often through having nothing worth while 
to do, as through having too much todo. The cheery, 
bright, suggestive, glad, buoyant, hopeful people are the 
people who have heart and hands full, and who know 
that they are of use. 

Pay your way. Wherever you go, pay it in kindnesses, 
in courtesies, in pleasant chat, and by contributing of 
your store to the enjoyment of others. Do not be churl- 
ish. Do not hug yourself for some pitiful bit of affecta- 
tion which you have christened diffidence or modesty. 
Do not think that because there comes to you no great 
opportunity of performing a wonderful work, you will 
let the thousand little ones pass you unimproved. It is 
no small thing to be the joy of the domestic circle, the one 
whose soft touch and whose gentle, fi:ly spoken word averts 
disturbance and disagreement, conciliates the offended, 
and makes alien natures understand each other. It is 
no small thing to possess the happy tact which makes 
people pleased with themselves and which insensibly 
urges people to appear at their best. The young woman 
who is gifted with this grace of touch, this swiftness of 
sympathy, and this beautiful unselfishness, may not have 
a fair face, nor a trim figure, but she will be endowed 
with a dignity more winning than either, and there will 
be no question whether or not she pays her way. This 
sort of paying one’s way may come in and be balm and 
soothing to some sturdily independent natures, which in 
God’s providence are placed,where they must tempo- 
rarily depend. Is it worth while, under such circum- 
stances, to grow morbid, despairing, and unthanktul, 
making every one wretched because of your grievance? 
There are times in life when it is quite as clearly your 
duty to depend as to be independent. When God puts 
you where you cannot help yourself, take the help he 
sends and do not fret. It is right to help yourself with 
both hands as long as you can, and with one hand when 
you cannot use both, but if God bids both lie folded and 
still, accept his decision and remember, “ They also serve 
who only stand and wait.” 

About paying your way there are some plain conside- 
rations. The honest person keeps out of debt and is 
prompt in returning small favors, as postage stamps, 
change, etc. The honest person does not think it neces- 
sary to wear a hat or a feather or a dress she cannot af- 
ford, simply because her neighbor does. The honest 
person is not ashamed of any frugality, so that she keeps 
her self-respect. She abhors borrowed finery, and will 
never rustle in unpaid-for silks, or keep her dressmaker 
waiting weeks for her bill to be paid. 

Of all meannesses, that thoughtless meanness which 
deprives a poor woman, dependent upon her wages for 
fire, food, and rent, of her wages on the day they are due, 
is the most inexcusable. Never, if you care for honor 
and an approving conscience, let a washerwoman or a 
serving-woman wait several days upon your convenience 
when she has fulfilled her part of the contract between 
you. Because you do not wish to change a bill, or be- 
cause you want some present pleasure, do net compel a 
poor hard working woman to go without actual necessi- 
ties, This is done much too often, not by heartless peo- 
ple, but by thoughtless people. 

There are generous and charitably minded young peo- 
ple, who hate to say No. It pains them to decline giving 
to any good cause. The disappointment on the beggar’s 
face is a keen distress to them. So, to relieve themselves 
from this discomfort, or to appear as youth loves to, free- 
handed and open-hearted, they will give in charity while 
they are hardly able to pay their just debts. There may 
be dishonesty in giving. There may be the truest and 
most delicate purity of motive in withholding. 

I knew a rich girl, who gave only one dollar one day 
to a missionary cause, to which her companions were 
giving each five and ten, and some twenty. Surprise ap- 
peared on some faces, but she made no explanation. Af- 
terward, when she brought a larger sum, and desired it 
to be credited as simply from a friend, she said that she 
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knew there were girls present who wanted to contribute 
fifty cents or twenty-five, but were ashamed to let their 
mites appear where they were dwarfed by larger sums. I 
thought the act extremely thoughtful, delicate, and 
Christian, the act in short of a gentlewoman. 





THE CROSS-BRARER. 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM WYE SMITH. 


H*® Lord gave Caer a cross to carry ; 
And, poi ‘ting to the distant blue, 
He bade him neither turn nor tarry, 
But haste the stranger-country through. 
‘‘ And I will meet thee at the portal 
Where grief goes out and bliss begins, 
And thou with me shalt dwell, immortal ; 
A sinner saved from all his sins!’’ 
And Caer marched on with warbling snatches 
Of Salem’s songs, clear sounding high, 
And oft his airy fancy catches 
A glimpse of glory from the sky. 
Till in the vale, a band pursuing, 
Fierce and far, surround him there, 
And loud demanded his undoing, 
And what and whence the load he bare. 
And Caer laid down, with bosom swelling, 
The cross, so heavy now to him,— 
‘* A beam,”’ he said, ‘‘ to make a dwelling, 
He hewed beside the river’s brim !”’ 
Then rose the shout of sinners, scurning; 
They took his cross, they beat him there 
And left him lying, lowly, mourning, 
A crossless sinner in despair ! 
Then came Lis Lord at midnight starry,— 
Forgave him, kissed him, calmed his strife, 
And gave him back his cross to carry-- 
‘*Oh leave it only with thy life!” 
Once more the stranger-country threading, 
He watches more, if less he sings, 
Himself as well as aliens dreading, 
He to his burden closer clings. 


Last eve he passed with cross uplifted, 

His eyes were sunk, his lips were firm ; 
And I need scarce be prophet-gifted 

To see him safe from snare and storm ! 
O Saint within the eternal morrow! 

I too would go where glory waits ; 
And learn as taou, without thy sorrow, 

The cross to carry to the gates ! 





OUR QUIZ CLASS. 
BY ELLA A. DRINKWATER. 


FTER hearing a friend speak of a blind gentleman 
who taught a quiz class in a medical college, I won- 
dered if the Bible might not be profitably taught in that 
way, and so I proposed to my class of young ladies that 
on the next Sabbath we should have a quiz class. 

“ What, we quiz you?” they asked in surprise. “We 
shall have an easy time with on!y the questions to ask, 
while you do all the hard studying. We will do it!” 
During the following week I had no opportunity for ask- 
ing how a quiz class is conducted, but I studied the les- 
son, finding seventeen questions a day, and after I had 
prepared my questions, historical, geographical, and 
spiritual, I read what THe Times had to tell me and 
asked the Holy Spirit to fill me with the truths of the 
lesson. 

As the girls always write (for me to read aloud in the 
class) one thought that they gain while studying the les- 
son, I wrote a thought for each of them (trying to suit 
their several capacities) to be read only by themselves. 

And then the study heur came, and we were all 
together, each one interested in proportion to the num- 
ber of questions they hsd found. 

“The exercises are to be carried on in your own way,” 
I said, turning to my circle of bright faces. “Suppose 
C, begins,” 

“We must not ask you questions that we can answer,” 
said one, “an I can answer most all, so I shall not 
have many to ask.” 

“You are expected to ask any question in connection 
with the lesson, whether you known the answer or not,” 
I replied, and then the firing, I mean questioning began. 
There was a little hesitancy at first, but soon the ques- 
tions flew round and round, in the order they sat, two 
using written questions, and the others question paper 
or Bible. 

Some of the questions were— 

“How could they speak with other people’s tongues ?” 

“What was the use of their speaking so many lan- 
guages ade 

“What had they been praying for?” 

“ Did they believe their prayers would be answered ?” 

“ What good did the Spirit do them?” 

“ Did the Holy Spirit ever leave them ?” 

“ Must we do right things when we don’t feel like it?” 





“ How many people received the gift of tongues?” 

“ Did the women receive the Spirit ?” 

“ Who were the ‘strangers’ of Rome?” 

I was surprised both by the thoughtlessness and the 
thoughtfulness of the questions, and I learned more of 
the “art of questioning” and of the attainments and 
needs of my class than I could have obtained from three 
months of questioning them. 

As the idea was so new to us and our experience not 
large it probably was not a model lesson ; but the class 
was earnestly engaged for twenty minutes, in asking 
questions about one of the central truths of the Bible; 
they were never so much interested before, or studied a 
lesson so thoroughly; I gained a clearer view of the 
Bible and of the bent of the girls’ minds ; and we closed 
with the thought,—we receive the promises by faith ana 
are filled with them according to cur faith. 

We have decided to have a quiz class every three 
months, and I’m looking forward to it with desire; and 
now I hope that every one who feels that their class is 
at all dull or uninteresting will try our plan, and find 
that our young people can talk as fast about the “ won- 
derful works of God” as they always do about spring 
fashions or the centennial. 





“THE GRAPES ARE SOUR.” 
BY MRS. AMELIA E BARR, 


jg is no pretended philosophy so despicable and 
demoralizing as the pretence of despising the good 
things which we do not posress. No length of antiquity 
can give it prestige; no sanction of great names make 
it respectable ;—that is, to those who look below the 
surface of things. I may be reminded here, that Cicero 
said, “there is nothing better or loftier than to despise 
wealth if you do not possess it ;’ and I should answer, 
that the assertion was artificial in Cicero’s own case, and 
the lapse of nearly two thousand years has brought it no 
nearer to the truth. : 

However there is stiJl a great deal of popular senti- 
ment on Cicero’s side; for if people only protest long 
enough, and often enougb, that they have “seen 
through ” the world, and know it all to be vanity and 
sour grapes; the world is generally too busy to be accu 
rate about any one’s pretensions, and the protestor gets 
full credit for his superior discernment. 

But it is one thing to be contented with our lot, how- 
ever humble, knowing that in our position we use to the 
full every talent we have; and another thing to affect 
contempt for what we are too lszy or too self-indulgent 
to attain unto. In the article of money this distinction 
at once appeals to us with consummate force and clearness. 

We may assert that having food and clothes we are 
therewith content, and that we would by no means en- 
counter the perils and snares of vast wealth. Are we 
however quite sure that this humi ity and contentment 
is not a fine name for being too lazy to earn money, or 
too extravagant to keep it. It may be quite true that 
many of the best gooda of life cannot be bought for 
money ; it is equally true, that there are others, nothing 
but money will buy. To follow Cicero’s advice snd 
“ despise wealth if you have not got it,” isto despise a 
great many very noble and excellent things ; and also to 
despise the godlike power of imparting these blessings to 
others, 

If all were content with the simple satisfaction of 
their necessities,—if nobody wanted to be rich-—-nobody 
would be industrious, or frugal, nobody would employ 
labor, nobody would acquire knowledge. Who then 
would build our churches, or colleges, or send out mis- 
sionaries, or teachers, or encourage science and inven- 
tion? The golden grapes may indeed be ont of our 
reach, but we need not traduce a fruit that we have not 
tasted, and which has, for many a century, when pressed 
by kindly hands—given graciously unto the world, its 
wine of consolation. 

In the same way it has long been considered rather a 
merit to despise “the bubble reputation;” whether 
sought at the cannon’s mouth, or in the study, or in the 
forum. But to despise fame, is to despise one of the 
grandest moral powers in the universe. I do not say 
but what tens of thousands in honest, humble life, con- 
scientiously using to their uttermo:t the one or two 
talents they possess, 

** Little and unknown 

Loved and prized by God alone,” 
are not as happy as they are capable of being. Thank 
God! life may be full in small measures. But if there 
has been given to any man or woman five talents, or ten 
talents, they have no right to shut them up in their own 
breast for their own private delectation; no right to 
court ease and self-indulgent retirement, and fall back 





upon sentiments—admirable when appropriate—but to- 
tally false in their circumstances. Fame, the honest, 
well-earned approbation of the world, is no bubble; it 
is a power whose beneficient achievements, have done a 
great deal towards making this earth a comfortable 
dwelling-place, 

Many of the staple maxims in every day use upon 
these subjects, had their origin centuries #g0, when the 
great prizes of life, were in a large measure, held only 
by the nobly born. There was a time when genius of 
any kind in the middle or peasant class, could scarcely 
obtain recognition :—when the humiliations attending 
any upward climb might well deter sensitive spirits, and 
when the rewards were by no means equal to the efforts. 
But such days are forever past. The world now stands 
watching eagerly for any brighter soul, bearing precious 
gifts; and a man can make any mark he is capable of 


‘making; not only without let or hindrance, but encour- 


aged with sympathy and recompense. 

The hollowness of friendship and the general insin- 
cerity of the world, is ano‘ her of these fine windy themes, 
capable of any amount of exalted treatment. The fact 
of the matter is, that people generally get just as much 
friendship as they deserve. Not very long sgo, I heard 
a young man furiously inveighing against the use of 
friends in general, and of one friend in particular, 
because the latter having frequently asked him to dinner, 
refused to lend him also a considerable sum of money. 
Bat such forget that in our present state of civilization, we 
cannot revert to Bedouin and Oriental first principles; 
and that community of social sentiment and tastes, by 
no means implies community of goods. No man could 
now, on any principle of justice to the world, wear his 
puree, any more than his “ heart upon his sleeve.” 

The vanity of this world and all its pursuits, the de- 
ception and unreliability of buman nature, are old, old 
tex's of complaint. Men and women talk about them 
until they feel ever so much better than the rest of the 
world; it enables them to look down with proper con- 
tempt upon the hypocrisies of society—that is of their 
next door neighbors and near acquaintances—and fosters 
a comfortable but most dangerous self-esteem. 

The world upon the whole, is a good world to those 
who try to be good, and to do good ; and it is every year 
growing better. In my short life, how hss it stretched 
upward and onward towards all things lovely and of 
good report! How sympathetic, how charitable, how 
evangelizing it has grown. If we choose to do so, we 
shall meet far more good hearts than bad ones; and at 
any rate no benefit can possibly come of believing that 
all mankind are in a conspiracy to wrong one another. 

WHICH WAY? 
BY M D. 


HE fact that so many look with distrust upon the 

efforts of earnest Sanday-school workers to bring the 
children to Christ, prompts me to repeat the experience 
of a fellow-laborer in the work. Mr. B——, a Sunday- 
school superintendent for twenty years, states that at 
times he has had doubts about the sincerity of conver- 
sions among children until recently, when standing by 
the bed where lay his dying Willie, aged nine years. It 
was asad time, and these Christian parents bowed un- 
willirg'y to God’s command, weeping as they beheld 
their darling pasting away. But oh! what a comfort, 
as from the pillow a faint, but clear voice, is heard, say- 
ing, “Mother, don’t cry for me; I shall be happy.” 
“How do you know you will be-bappy, Willie?” “ Be- 
cause I love Jesus, I know all about him, and I have 
loved him for two years.” 

Says the father: “I had noticed he was very kind and 
obedient, but I had never said a word to him on the 
subject of his soul’s salvation.” His Sunday-school 
teacher had. “I have another son,” said the father, 
‘ now thirty-two years old, and on my plan he grew up, 
and before we were aware of it had gone out, away from 
home, beyond our influence. He enlisted, and con- 
‘tracted all the bad habits usual among soldiers. 

Mie: The war ended, God had spared him, but Satan had 

complete control of him, and on he went from bad to 
worse. Oh! how I prayed, ard hw his poor mother’s 
prayers went out for him during all those long years; 
whole fortunes have been spent to bring him back, and 
still the tide bore him farther away. 

“ Recently I visited Bro. Moody’s meeting in Philadel- 
phia, and since then I have been willing to pray and 
work for the conversion of any man’s son, and on the 
twen'y-second of February I heard my own son’s voice 
in prayer to God.” 

Fathers! mothers! would you discourage the Sunday- 
school work, and wait until the little ones are grown, 
before you teach them Christ? 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Second Quarter, 1876.} 

7, May 14.—Christian Courage.......ccccseccsesscsesseescessnersenes Acta 4: 8-22 

8 May 21.—Christian Fellowship..... “ 

9. May 28.—Lying unto God............... 
lu, June 4.—The Apostles in Prison............. 
1\. June 11.—The Apostles before the Council................ Acts 5: 27-42 
June 18,—The Seven Chosen. ........sceee soveseecsseeneneveees Acta 6: 1-15 
June 25.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 


[Third Quarter, 1876 ] 






1, July 2.—David’s charge to Folomon........eeeeee 1 Chron. 28 ; 1-10 
2. July 9.—Bolomon’s CHOICE. ......cccccee eee cessereceeeeees 2 Chron 1; 1-17 
8. July 16.—Solomon’s Temple ...........:++0 sccgneeeeses 2 Chron. 8: 1-17 
4. July 283—The Temple Dedicated.............ccs0cccseeee 1 Kings 8 : 5-21 
fh. July 20 —Bolomon’s Praye’...........cccceceeceeeseeesseees 1 Kings 8 : 22-30 
6. Aug. 6—Solomon’s Prosperity... messes Kings 10: 1-10 
7, Aug. 13 —The Call of Wisdom ..........scseseseeesseeee POV, 1 : 20-83 
8. Aug. 20.—The Value of Wisdom 


9. Avg. 27.—Homest IMAustry........cccccercceesseereerecsecreseeee Prov. 6: 
10, Bept B—Imtemperance ........:c060.  csccceeceeseeneeees Prov. 23 : .9-35 
11. Sept. 10 —The Excelleut Woman...... ....00.....s..... POV. 31 1 10-81 


12, Sept. 17. —A Godly Lile.....cceccccsessssceceseesereerecseeseeees Eccle, 12: 1-14 
13, Sept 24.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 





LESSON 9, SUNDAY, MAY 28, 1876. 
Title: LYING UNTO GOD. 


GOLDEN TEXT: THOU HAST NOT LIED UNTO MEN, 
BUT UNTO GoD,—Acts 5: 4. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, May 22: Acts5:1-11, The puvishment of hypocrisy. 
Tuesday, May 23: Matt. 6: 1-28. Jesus warns against hypocrisy. 
Wednesday, May 24: 1 8am. 15: 1-21. Saul’s hypocrisy. 

Thursday, May 25: 2 Kings 5; 15-27, Gehazi's hypocrisy. 

Friday, May 26: Eccl. 5: 1-10. Vows and riches. 

Saturday, May 27: Num, 16: 28-35. A speedy punishment. 

Sunday, May 28: Rev. 21: 8-27, A city without liars. 

LESSON TEXT. 
[Acts 5: 1-11.] 

1, But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold 
A possession, 

2. And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, 
and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 

8. But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie 
to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 

4. While it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, 
was it not in thine own power? Why hast thou conceived this thing 
in thy heart? Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. 

5, And Ananias hearing these words, fell down, and gave up the 
ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things. 

6, And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried Avm out, 
and buried him. 

7. And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, 
not knowing what was done, came in. 

8 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land 
forso much’? And she said, Yea, for so much. 

9, Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together 
to tempt the Spirit of the Lord’? behold the feet of them which 
buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. 

10 Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the 
ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, and carry- 
ing her forth, buried Aer by her husband. 


11. And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many 
as heard these things. 





EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 
i preparing this lesson, teachers should read carefully 
Numbers 30, Ecclesiasties 5, and the woes pro- 
nounced by our Lord in Matthew 23, They should also 
make themselves familiar with the strikingly illustrative 
cases of Nadab and Abihu, of Uzzah, of Simon Magus, 
and of Elymas, the sorcerer. (Lev. 10:1; 2 Sam. 6: 
1; Acts 8: 18; 18: 11.) 
THE CONNECTION, 


The present lesson is connected with the preceding 
very closely, as it is a portion of the same narrative, and 
presents a case in striking contrast with one mentioned 
in the last lesson. Barnabas and Ananias represent two 
very different phases of religious life; the one, the re- 
sult of profound conviction and a living faith, is simple, 
sincere, and self-sacrificing ; the other, the product of 
superficial emotion and human sympathy, is vain, os- 
tentatious, and insincere. The one is genuine; the 
other counterfeit. In passing from the fourth chapter 
to the fifth “you step frem the bright sunshine of a loving 
Christian life to the graveyard-damp of a hollow hypo- 
crisy.” For the first time the bright morning of the 
church’s history is shadowed by a cloud. 

In our past lesson we have listened: (a) To the first 
sermon ; (0) Witnessed the first miracle ; (c) Seen the ef- 
fects of the jirst persecution ; (d) Joined in the first prayer 
of the infant church. Now we are to consider: (1) The 
Jirst sad defection; (2) The painful story of which is 
written for our admonition, 





THE LESSON, 


It is the sad story of the sin and doom of Ananias and 
Sapphira, who-e beautifally significant names have be- 
come the synonyms of insincerity and hypocrisy to all 
generations. We have the record of an unholy com- 
pact, an awful charge, a fearful doom, and a deep im- 
pression. 

1, AN UNHOLY COMPACT (1, 2). 

A spirit of cheerful, unreserved consecration char- 
acterized the members of the early church; and their 
zeal found expression not only in acts of devotion, but 
also in deeds of unwonted beneficence. Many had given 
up the whole, or a Jarge part of their possessions for the 
fartherance of the cause of Christ; and we can imagine 
a kind of holy emulation had been awakened among 
them, and that they vied with each other in giving up 
all they could spare. Influenced by example, actuated 
by impulse, and borne away by the popular sentiment, 
some, we may suppose, were carried beyond their convic- 
tions, and gave in imitation of others, rather than in 
obedience to Christ, seeking the applause of men more 
than a good conscience and the favor of God. It is not 
an unusual thing, especially in times of spiritual re- 
vival, to find the religious emotions greatly stirred, 
while the conscience is not quickened or purified; and 
to see some outward signs of devotion where the root of 
the matter is wanting. 

The names of those who, like Barnabas, nad given 
their all, were doubtless held in high estimstion, and it 
would appear that Ananias and his wife, who had joined 
themselves to the company of believers, were desirous 
of similar fame. They took counsel how they might 
obtain the reputation for like disinterestedness without 
making the necessary sacrifice. They agree to sell the 
land, and give only a part of the price, reserving the 
rest for their own use. This they had a perfect right to 
do, but wherf presenting their gift to the apostles, they 
should have honestly stated that it was only a part, 
whereas they gave it as if it were the whole of the 
price, as we may justly infer from the statement of Peter 
to Ananias, and the confession of Sapphira. The guilt 
of their conduct lies not in the fact that they did not 
give all, for we know not that they ever sold all they 
possessed, but that they kept back a part of what they 
professed to give The sin is that of deliberate and 
wilful falsehood, of conscious and purposed hypocrisy. 
It is fearfully aggravated by a consideration of the facts : 

(1) That they had secretly planned the whole matter before- 
hand, It evinces great hardness of heart when two per- 
sons, united together by the tenderest ties, and who 
should dissuade each other from all evil, calmly plan a 
scheme of deceit, and agree to sustain each other in car- 
rying it out. 

(2) That the deed was publicly done, They probably 
came at the time and to the place of public worship, and 
in the presence of the assembly, as an act of devotion, 
laid the money at the feet of the apostles, who acted in 
the name and by the authority of Jesus Christ. The act 
involved vanity, covetousness, falsehood, and hypocrisy, 
and was asin against themselves, against the church, and 
against God. 

(a.) Be true. Untruthfulness is the plague-spot of the 
soul, A falsehood may be acted as well as uttered. A 
lie may be in the “right hand” as well as on the lips. 
Children are often tempted to say or do what is not true. 
Be on your guard (Prov. 12: 22). 

(6) Make no agreement with another to do what is wrong. 
So far from guilt being lessened by such companionship, 
it is greatly increased. Your own heart will be more 
hardened. You strengthen another in sin, and more 
deeply offend God (Prov. 4: 14). 

“1. AN AWFUL CHARGE (3, 4, 9). 

The church having assembled for worship, the apostles 
being present, probably not a few presented their volun- 
tary offerings to the Lord. Among them came Ananias, 
in accordance with the plan secretly agreed upon be- 
tween him and his wife, to lay his gift at the apostles’ 
feet. Confident that their concerted sche me was known 
only to themselves, and fearless of detection, he laid 
down the part, as if it were the whole price, with an air 
of cheerful piety, expeciing to receive high commenda- 
tion for zeal and liberality. With what consternation 
and dismay he must have listened to the salutation and 
denunciation of Peter, as he so fully disclosed his deceit 
and duplicity, and annourced the aggravated sin of which 
he was guilty. 

(1) Mark the four persons named in the third verse, 
Peter and Ananias, Satan and the Holy Ghost, The 
distinct personality of the two latter is as clearly implied 
as that of the two former ; and the divinity of the Holy 
Ghost is brought out by comparing the expression, “ lie 
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to the Holy Ghost,” found in verse 3 with that used in 
verse 4: “thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” 

(2) Peter, by the power of the Holy Spirit, is enabled 
to discern the heart of Ananias, and to charge him with 
his guilty conduct. Convicted of his crime, Ananias says 
not a word in reply. The word of God is ‘‘a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4: 12). 

(3) Though the agency of Satan is recognized in in- 
stigating Ananias to the commission of his sin, yet his 
owa responsibility is not lessened. He conceived the 
deed in his own heart, He might have resisted the temp- 
tation (James 4:7). Satan can only rule in a yielding 
heart. Peter asks why he had yielded obedience to 
such a fearfully wicked suggestion. The sin lies not in 
being tempted,—Jesus himself was tempted,—but in 
yielding to the temptation. No sinner can offer the in- 
stigation of the devil as an excuse for sins, Each soul 
is responsible to God, and the soul that sinneth shall 
die. 

(4) The ein was deliberate and wilifal. There was 
no command requiring him to surrender his property. 
He need not have sold it at all, and after he had sold it, 
he might have retained all the money in his own hands, 
or he might have given the whole, or a part, as he felt 
disposed. What folly therefore to profes to give and 
yet withhold, to deal deceitfully and falsely in the mat- 
ter! Why seek to impose upon his brethren by false 
pretences and deal hypocritically with God ? 

(5) The act of Ansnias was a sin against the Holy 
Ghost. The deed may be characterized 2s avarice, vain- 
glory, and sacrilege, but its special turpitude is repeat- 
edly affirmed to be lying unto God, or tempting the Spirit 
of the Lord. This was the highest aggravation of his 
guilt, In seeking to deceive and impose upon the apos- 
tles he lied unto God. Every lie told to man is an of- 
ferse against God, but this act of hypocrisy was a special 
insult te the Spirit of truth and holiness speaking and 
acting through the apostles. 

(6.) Sapphira coming into the assembly at a iater hour, 
and not knowing what had occurred, in answer to a ques- 
tion of Peter publicly affirmed the falsehood professed 
by her husband. Though she had had several hours for 
reflection, and the direct question of the apostle was 
well fitted to awaken her conscience, she still persists in 
the wicked scheme of deceit, personally avows the act of 
her husband, and shares his guilt. The apostle aston- 
ished at such a concerted plan of impious hypocrisy, 
asked, Why have ye agreed together to tempt the Spirit 
of the Lord? The common guilt of the unhappy couple 
was that they both lied unto the Spirit. 

(a.) Let our profession of love to God be sincere. We 
promise him our whole heart. Do not keep back a part. 
Let our surrender be full, final, unreserved. Forsaking 
the world, denying self, follow the Lord fully. Seek not 
the praise of mev, but the favor of God. The hope of 
the hypocrite shall perish. 

(b.) Let us guard against the love of the world, Its pos- 
sessions, its pleasures, or its praise. The love of money 
was the rock of ruin to Ananias and Sappbira, to Jadus 
and Demas, to Achan and Balaam. It is this which 
leads many to ruin to-day. It keeps many from coming 
to Christ, Does it hinder you? 


il, A FEARFUL DOOM (5, 6, 10). 


As soon as Ananias heard the discl sure and sentence 
of Peter he fell down and died. Whether Peter knew 
beforehand that God would visit the offender with such 
an awful judgment, we are not told; but as he intimated 
the result in the case of his wife, it is probable that the 
end of Ananias was also revealed to him. It cannot be 
doubted that the death of both was a direct visitation of 
G d—a public and memorable expression of the divine 
displeasure against such sins, and a solemn warning to 
the whole church. The time, the place, the suddenness 
of the death of the two cffsnders, made it abundantly 
manifest that their punishment was directly inflicted by 
the hand of God. The divine intervention was marked 
as in the cases of Miriam, of Korah, and the two hun- 
dred and fifty men, of Nadab and Abihu, of Uzzah, and 
of Elymas. Nor are we to suppose that God has ceased 
to punish sin by the sudden removal of wicked and un- 
godly men, though we are not able to connect the 
crime and the penalty. 

When Ananias died, a number of young men wrapped 
his body in his own clothes, or other robes, as a winding- 
sheet, and carried him forth for burial. They had scarcely 
returned from the performance of this melancholy duty, 
when they were called upon to perform the same cflice for 
his wife. This double funeral service brought God near 
to all, and manifested alike his omniscience and his 
justice. 

(a.) God knows our most secret sins. He cannot be de- 
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purposes as well as our words and acts are opea to him, 
(Pas. 90: 8; 19: 12). 

(b.) God makes known his justice as well as his mercy. 
God will punish the impenitent sinner, while he is ready 
to forgive all who turn to him by a true faith in his Son. 
“T+ is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God” (Heb, 10:31; 12: 29; Rom. 11: 22). 

IV. A DEEP IMPRESSION (5, 11). 

The effect of these obvious judgments of God, was a 
widespread feeling of awe and dread, not only in the 
church, but among all who heard of them. Twice is it 
stated that “ great fear came upon all.” The news of 
what had happened would rapidly spread through the 
city, and even the Sanhedrim itself may have been for 
a time impressed ‘and restrained by so marked an in- 
stance of the divine presence in the church. The care- 
less and the insincere were deterred, the people generally 
were favorably impressed, and many believed and were 
added to the church. 

(a.) God’s voice in judgment should awaken salutary fear. 
The death of others is a solemn warning to us. Are 
you at peace with God? Are you ready to meet him? 
(Luke 12: 40). 

(5) God's presence with his people is needed for success in 
his work. Pray for the outpouring of the Hoiy Spirit 
upon your heart, upon your class, and upon your school, 
that many may be “ added to the Lord” (Isa, 44: 3-5). 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY THACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


O not tail to realize that lives of truth and honesty 

to God and man will be the fruit of this lesson if 

vividly portrayed and sealed by the Spirit of all truth. 

Also give the event its true place in the history of the 
early church. Do this by questioning. 

Had the number of Christians increased very fast? 
How had God given them his blessing? What signs 
had he shown of his presence? What miracle had he 
enabled the apostles to perform? How did they provide 
for the poor in the church? There was one man named 
Barnabas who came from an island in the Mediterranean 
Sea, who sold his land and brought the money to the 
apostles. His gift was accepted, for God blesacd him 
and made him a useful preacher and missionary. But a 
man named Ananias, and Sapphira his wife, did a similar 
thing, and it is the story of their gift to the apostles 
which is our lesson to day. 

When Christ’s church had only twelve members, one 
of them betrayed him. For how much? Now when 
there were sev ral thousand in the church there were 
two who loved money better than they loved God and 
the gospel. The man was named Ananias, which means, 
“the grace of the Lord ;” his wife was Sapphira, which 
means “beautiful.” What a pity that such names 
should mean what they always will to you after you 
learn their story! They sold a possession, perhaps it 
was & farm with fields ard vineyards, perhaps a houre 
on it,—but it was sume land of their own. Probably 
they owned other pieces of land; perhaps they were 
rich and owned much beside; for they “sold a posses- 
sion.” They had both agreed to sell it, were willing to 
give it up, perhaps at some meeting had promised to 
give it to the church. That was understood; it was 
given to the Lord; they talked it over at home alone, 
counted how much it would sell for; they wsnted to 
seem generous and pious among the brethren in the 
church, but, then, it did seem ‘00 much money to give 
away. So they agreed what to do; and when the day of 
payment came, Ananias and his wife counted it over and 
divided it, and part of the money was hidden away at 
home or in some safe secret place, and Ananias carrying 
the other part of the price paid him, walked into the 
meeting and in sight of all the people laid it down be- 
fore the apostles. How surprised he must have been to 
hear Peter speak his name. Then a terrible question 
that went to his soul as the lightning rends a tree in a 
s'orm,— Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to 
lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the 
price of the land?” Not a word could he answer, 
though Peter went on asking questions. Then he said, 
* Tnou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” Ananias 
heard all these words; the last he ever heard. He fell 
down. He was dead! é 

There were men there who knew what to do; they 
wound a garment, or piece of cloth around him, and 
carried him outside the city gate, and buried him some- 
where in a rocky tomb. The meeting went on. After 
the shu filing feet of the strange burden- bearers had gone, 
what stillness and fear was in the faces of those who 
had heard and seen! What prayers must have been 


offered ; what searching of heart as each one thought 
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of the great God who had punished so quickly and ter- 
ribly before their eyes; of the Holy Ghost who had 
shown Peter the man’s sin so that he knew what to say 
to him! 

In three hours more, probably the next time for prayer, 
Sapphira came. We cannot tell how or why it was that 
she did not know what had happened. Ananias did not 
go home as usual from the meeting; and she had heard 
nothing of him, She came to the meeting for the wor- 
ship of God with her guilty secret, she thought, safe in 
herown heart. Peter asked her a question ; she answered 
Did Peter want to give her a chance to speak the truth? 
He said, ‘‘ Tell me, did you sell the land for so much?” 
‘“Yes—for so much.” “Tell me,” said Peter again, 
“how isit that ye have agreed together to tempt the 
Spirit of the Lord? Behold the feet of them which 
buried thy husband are at the door and shall carry thee 
out.” 

There they were, just back from the sepulchre outside 
the city ; and when they came in, the wife lay dead in 
the very spot from which they had taken the husband. 
While the people looked on in fear, the same men carried 
Sapphira out through the streets and without the gate, 
and buried her in the tomb with her husband. 

How much was it worth to them, the money they kept 
back? How much did it cost them? 

There are few lessons which give so fine an opportunity 
for the exercise of the judgment of children as this. 
If you would teach that which will be helpful in Chris- 
tian living, cultivate the power of deciding between 
right and wrong. Ask a few questions to see if they 
have the story fully in their minds. Then try to have 
them in a conversational way help to bring out, How 
they sinned ; why they sinned ; against whom they sinned ; 
and the punishment of their sin. 

What was the sin of Ananias and Sapphira? Was 
there any sin besides acting and telling a lie? If they 
had promised it all to God, and kept back a part, what 
was that? What do we call it, if we take what belongs 
to another? Then they stole from God. They were 
hypocrites, they pretended to be what they were not. 
They wanted the credit of being very generous for God’s 
service, while really they loved money so well they 
secretly kept some back fur themselves. 

Did they not know the verse, “ Thou God seest me’’? 
Did they not know God is everywhere? Were they at 
the meeting when the place shook at the presence of 
God, when the apostles prayed? Did they suppose they 
could hide that stolen money from God’s sight? Were 
they not afraid to offend such a loving Father in heaven? 
Did they know that he has said, “ He that speaketh lies 
shall perish’’? 

Why did they sin? Peter asked them why. The land 
was their own; they need not have sold it at all unless 
they wanted; then the money was their own until they 
said it was to be given to God. Can you thiak of any 
excuse for them? The Jove of money is the root of all 
evil; they loved it better than they loved God and the 
gospel ; Judas loved it better than he did his Master. Was 
it a sudden temptation to keep the money? N>; they 
talked it over together, thought of it, planned how to 
keep it, agreed together. Wao did Peter say had filled 
the heart of Ananias? Was that any excuse? Does 
Satan stay in hearts full of love toGod? How did Jesus 
conquer Satan? Who did Satan tempt long ago in the 
beautiful garden ? 

Tell brie fly of his first work, a lie; Jesus called him a 
liar, and father of lies. He loves to tempt little children 
now; he knows if they will begin to shake the head 
when they are afraid to say, no! if they will act a lie or 
deceive without exactly saying what is untrue, they will 
soon learn to serve him well, for deception in the heart 
will soon grow to be a lying tongue and lying lips. 

We do not know how much of the money they kept 
back. Would it be avy excase if it were “just a little.” 
Tell, that it is just as wicked to steal or lie about a nickel 
as a silver dollar, a postage stamp asa bank note. Sin 
is sin; there are no little sins, or little stories in Gud’s 
sight. 

Against whom did they sin? Peter said they “lied to 
the Holy Ghost” and “lied unto God.” Tell how this 
proves that the Holy Spirit is God—one and the same 
holy and pure God of truth who hates a lying tongue. 

The punishment of their sin, Let the children tell how 
quickly and fearfully they were punished. Call for other 
examples of God’s wrath—Achan, Uzzah, Absalom. 
From all these draw practical lessons: Ananias acted 
the lie, Sapphira spoke it. Tell how we are commanded 
again and again, ‘‘ Lie not one to another ;” ‘“‘Deceive not 
with thy lips;” “Thou shalt not bear false witness.” 





Tell how God hates liars and lying. He gives as some’ 


«xamples to show his hatred and his anger. He says, 
“ All liars shall have part in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brim tone.” 

A few pointed question should be used: Have you 
kept back any thing which belongs to God? Your heart, 
love, service, money, influence? Weou'd you wrong your 
heavenly Father who has given you everything, even bis 
Son, by trying to withhold what is his own? Woud 
you try to deceive him? If time allow, this can be 
made very plain tochildrea. Tell them the Bible begins 
with the story of Paradise ; the first sin a lie; and the first 
man and woman were driven out. The Bible ends with 
the picture of another Paradise where Satan cannot enter, 
and outside that beautiful gate are “all liars; and who- 
soever loveth and maketh a lie.’ Would you like to 
dwell forever in that paradise? Then every day, pray 
to God this prayer of David's—‘ Lead me in thy truth, 
and teach me.” 


BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


V 1 Ananias and Sapphira . . . And Nadab and Abihu, the 
e +4¢ sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire 
therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the 
Lord, which he commanded thcm not, Lev 10:1 .. . But the chil- 
dren of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing; for Achan 
. . . took of the accursed thing; and the anger of the Lord was kin- 
dled against the children of Israel, Josh.7:1 .. . The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of 
every kind, Matt 13:47... Jesus answered them, Have not | 
chosen you twelve, and one of you isa devil? John6:70... But 
in @ great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but 
also of wood and of earth, and some to honor, and some to dishonor, 
2 Tim, 2: 20. 

V.2. Kept back part . . . Israel hath sinned, and they have also 
trausgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for they have 
even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissem- 
bled also. and they have put it even among their own stuff, Josh. 7: 
11... But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, 
and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: for I am 
a great King, saith the Lord of hosts, and my name is dreadful 
among the heathen, Mal. 1: 14. 


At the apostles’ feet . . . AS many as were possessors of lands or 
houses, sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were 
sold, and laid them down at the aposties’ feet, Acts 4: 54,35 . 
And Joses . . . having land sold it, and brought the money, and 
laid it at the apostles’ feet, Acts 4: 36, 37. 


V 3. Why hath Satan . . . The woman said, The serpent beguiled 
me, and I did eat, Gen. 3:13 . . . And there came foith a spirit, and 
stood before the Lord, and said, I will persuade him. And the Lord 
said unto him, Wherewith’? And he said, I will go forth, and I will 
be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his pr phets, 1 Kings 22: 21, 22 
. . . Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the devil, Matt.4:1 ... Then entered Satan into Judas 
surnamed Iscariot, Luke 22:3... The devil . . . abode not in 
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, 
he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the fatner of it, John 
8: 44. 

Filled thine heart . . . And thou sayest, How doth God know? Can 
he judge through the dark cloud? Job 22:18 ... Yet they say, 
The Lord shall not see, Psa. 94:7... Woe unto them that seek 
deep to hide their counsel from the Lord, and their works are in the 
dark, and they say, Who seeth us? and who knoweth us? Isa. 29; 15 
. . . Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? 
sadth the Lord, Jer. 23:24 ... Ephraim compassed me about with 
lies, and the house of Israel with deceit, Hosea 11; 12. 


V.4. Thineown ... I have, of mine own proper good, of gold 
and silver, whica I have given to the house of my God, 1 Chron. 29: 
3... See that ye abound in this grace also. I speak not by com- 
mandment, but ... to prove the sincerity of your love, 2 Cor. 8: 
7,8... Without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit 
should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly, Philemon 14. 

Thou hast not lied unto men, ete. . . . Your murmurings are not 
against us, but against the Lord, Ex.16:8 ... Thou and all thy 
company are gathered together against the Lord: and what is Aaron, 
that ye murmur against him? Numb.16:11... He that heareth 
you, heareth me; and he that despiseth you. despiseth me; and he 
that despiseth me. despiseth him that sent me, Luke 10:16... 
He therefore that despiscth, despiseth not man, but God, 1 Thess. 4: 8. 


V.6. Hearing, fell down ... And it came to pass, as he made an 
end of speaking all these words, that the ground clove asunder that 
was under them: and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed 
them up, and their houses, and all the men that appertained unto 
Korah, and all their goods, Numb. 16: 32. . . And there came down 
fire from heaven, and consumed him aud his tifty,2 Kings1:10... 
Behold, I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people 
wood, and it shall devour them, Jer. 5: 14. 


Great fear . . . And all men shall fear, and shall declare the work 
of God, Psa. 64:9 . . . Who knoweth the power of thine anger? 
Even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath. Psa, 90:11... My 
flesh trembleth for fear of thee; and I am afraid of thy judgments, 
Psa. 119: 120 . . . And the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory 
to the God of heaven, Rev. 11: 13. 


V. 9. How isit that ye have agreed? . . . God called unto Adam, and 
said unto him, Where art thou’ Gen. 3:9... And the Lord God 
said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done’? Gen. 3: 13 

. How is it that I hear this of thee’? Luke 16: 2. 


Agreed together . . . If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy 
son, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, which 
is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly . . . Thou shalt not con- 
sent unto him, nor hearken unto him: neither shail thine eye pity 
him, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him, Deut. 
13:6-8 . . . Though hand join to hand, the wicked shali not be 
unpunished, Prov. 11:21... That they may do evil with both 
hands earnestly, the prince asketh and the judge asketh for a re- 
ward; and the great man, he uttereth his mischievous desire: so 
they wrap it up, Micah 7: 3. 

To tempt the Spirit . . . And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye 
with me’? Wherefore do ye tempt the Lord? Ex.17:2... And 
he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the 
chiding of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the 








Lord, saying, Is the Lord among us, or not? Ex.17:7 .. . All those 
men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in 
Egypt, and in the wilderness, have temp’ed me now these ten times, 
Numb 14:22... And they tempted God in their heart. by asking 
meat for their lust, Psa. 78:18. . . Jesus said unto him, It is written 
again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God, Matt.4:7... 
Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were 
destroyed of serpents, 1 Cor. 10: 9, 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


CTS 5: 1—A certain man.—The narrative con- 
cerning Ananias and Sapphira presents a case 
which is precisely the opposite of that of Barnabas and 
of many others, who delivered to the aposties the whole 
amount of the monev deriv-d from the sale of their 
property, chap. 2: 34-37,—Lechler. 


Ananias —Where there i« a light, there will also be a 
shadow. Where G.d bui ds a church, the devil builds 
a chapel atits side. Where the divine householder sowed 
good seed, the enemy afterward sowed tares, Matt. 13: 
25. There was a traitor among the aposties of Jesus, 
avd a hvpocrite in the bosom of the primitive church ; 
— furm the visible church at all times assumes. — 
Karke, 


Since both good and evil men are found in the visible 
church, God hath caused a record of gocd and evil ex 
amples to be made,—the former being intended to 
edify ; the latter to warn us,— Quesnel. 


2. Kept back part of the price.—The foundation of 
Anapias’s crime was covetousness, and the effect of that 
cuvetousners was a distrust of that maintenance which 
he was to enjoy in common with the whole church; and 
the actual crime which this covetous disposition put 
him upon committing, was a fraudulent attempt to de- 
ceive the apostles and the church, by endeavoring to 
procure a maintenance for himself at the public ex- 

nse, while at the same time he privately retained to 

imself that which ought to have been put into the 
ublic stock, in order to entitle him to receive from it 
is common proportion.—8, Clarke. 


The first trace of a shade upon the bright form of the 
yours church, Probably among the new Christians a 
ind of holy rivalry had sprung up, every one eager to 
ens his means at the disposal of the aposties.— O/s- 
usen, 


His wife being privy to it.—The coolness with which 
they pianoned tne deception aggravated the guilt of this 
couple.—D, Brown, 


38. Satan.—Satan is a Hebrew word, meaning an ad- 
versary or opponent, whether in war (1 Kings 5:4), or 
litigation (Psa. 109: 6), often applied to buman ene- 
mies, but in one piace to an angel (Num, 22: 22), and 
with the article (2 Sam. 24: 1), or as a proper name 
without it (1 Chron 21:1), to the evil spirit, or prince 
of fallen angels, as the sdversary and accuser of man- 
kind (Job 1:7; 2:2; Zech.3:1 2 Compare Rev. 12: 
9,10) .. But while the sin of Ananias is referred to 
this satanic influence, the question (why ?) represents it 
as a voluntary act, thus as it were making both agents 
jointly responsible.—A/exander. 


Whatever is contrary to the good Spirit, proceeds from 
the evil spirit, and those breasis are filled by Satan, in 
} we worldliness reigns, and has the a:cendant.— 

enry. 


Lie to the Holy Ghost —There is no intimation that 
Ananias had direculy uttered a falsehood, as did his 
wife (v. 8); a lie in action ay be as criminal as a 
spoken lie, They lied to the Holy Ghost, not merely 
because they lied to the church, which was the body of 
Christ, the temple of Gud, and filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and whose divine power of insight they ignored, 
but because the off-ring was made, not to the apostles, 
nor to the church, but to God, and the act was thus a 
direct falsehood addressed to him.— Abboit, 


4, While it remained.—-That is, whilst the land re- 
mained unsoid, ... lt remained to thee. The making 
of one’s goods common property, was a matter of option. 
. » » In tbine own power. A mere purpose, where there 
is no vow, does not bind to do anything which is good 
in itself, and yet not necessary.— Benge. 


In thine own power.—This language makes it evident 
that the commuuity of goods, as it existed in the church 
at Jerusalem, was purely a voluntary thing, and not re- 
quired by the aposties, Ananias was not censured be- 
cause . . he had not surrendered his entire property, 
bat for falsehood in professing to have done so when he 
had not.— Hackett. 


Why hast thou ?—Here he | Peter] charges the guilt 
dirmecuy upon himself |Ananias|. Why hast thou de- 
liberated and determined upon this plan, yielding to the 
devices of Satan, aad co-operating with him to do this 
thiag ?—R. W. Clark, 


Not unto men but unto God.—This is a beautiful and 
timely assertion of tne Gudhcad of the Holy Spirit. It 
so happens that his divinity has not been so often de- 
nied as that of the Lord Jesus, because he is not pre- 
sented to men with the same directness. And surely, 
this is well arranged ; for if as much were said, and by 
as many, against his Godhead as has been against 
Christ, there would be a fearful number of sins against 
the Holy Ghost,— Hanna, 


5. Gave up the ghost —St. Peter, being enabled by the 
power of the Spirit to see through the fraud, denounced 
him as having lied to the Holy Gnost, i ¢., having at- 
tempted to pass upon the Spirit resident in the apostles, 
an act of deliberate deceit. Oa hearing this Ananias 
fell dowm and expired, That this incident was no mere 
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physical cons quence of St. Peter’s severity of tone, as 
some of the German writers have maintained, distinctly 
appears by the direct senteace of a similar death pro- 
nounced by the same apostle upon his wife Sapphira a 
few hours after. It is of course possible that Ananias’s 
death may have been an act of divine justice unlooked 
for by the apustie, as there is no mention of such an in- 
tended resuit in his speech ; but in the case of his wife, 
such an idea is out of the question.— A//ord, 


6. Carried him out.—Oat of the house and out of the 
city. Tae Jews were accustomed to bury their dead 
outside the city walls, Aud this was done on the day of 
the death, partly because of the rapid putrefaction of 
the body in that warm climate, and partly because of 
the defilement which they suffered from contact with a 
dead body (Numb 19:11). The burial is this cave, may 
have been hastened by the extraordinary circumstances 
of the death.— Jacobus. 


7. Three hours —Little knew she that she had been 
three hours a widow, that her husband lies a dishonored 
corpse in a shameful grave. Still less does she dream 
how brief her widowhord will be. Her heart is full and 
eager with the deadly sin.— Whedon, 


10. She fell down straightway —It is recorded of Achan 
that, “ that man perished nut alone.” So here, man and 
wife went down together to perdition. We know not 
which led the way, which enticed the other to tempt the 
Lord, but so it is ever in the family and in the world, 
chat one lives on anether, and thus sinners not only 
destroy their own souls, but stain themselves with the 
blood of their dearest earthly friends.— Henson. 


It was no more Pater that took her life, than it was 
Ez-kiel that brought desolation to Tyre, Ezypt, and 
E iom, becauss he was moved to foretell their doom. To 
speak of these words of Peter as showing cruelty or vin- 
dictiveness, is a confusion.— Pepper, 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


YPOCRISY SYMBOLIZED.—A skillful painter 
represented a monk, arrayed in his robes, and in a 
kneeling posture. Viewed from a distance he seemed 
to have his arms devoutly folded, while his eyes gazed 
intently upon the opened Bible. A closer inspection 
however, disclosed the fact that the seeming book, was a 
punch-bowl, and the hands were together rqueezing a 
lemon, while his eyes rested with delight on the com- 
pound he was preparing. God’s searching inspection of 
men, discloses many an act of evil that the world never 
suspects. 

Hypocrisy PUNISHED.—For Scripture illustrations of 
the detection or punishment of hypocrisy, see Saul, 1 
Sam. 15: 14; Gehazi, 2 Kiwgs 5: 26; Judas, Matt. 26: 
50; Simon Magus, Acts 8: 20, 21. 

THE STRAIGHT LINE.—It is said that a boy in an ex- 
hibition at a deaf and dumb institute, was asked, What 
is truth? Io answer he simply drew a straight line. In 
answer to the question, ‘What is falsehood? he simply 
drew a crooked line, Had Ananias and Sapphira fullowed 
a straight-forward course, they would have had the 
honorable mention, and enjoyed the favor of God, as 
was permitted to many others in that early church. The 
straight line, not the crooked one, is the true way to 
follow. 

TRUTH PRIZED.—Among the ancient Spartans false- 
hood was justly esteemed the basest of vices. To act 
the coward, and to tell a lie, were acts in their estima- 
tion, degrading beyond all others. 

THE LOVE OF MONEY.—Oovetousness was doubtless at 
the root of the sia of Ananias and Sapphira. They de- 
sired todo as did the others in the church, but they 
loved money so much that they could not give it up 
freely. On the other hand, they pretended to give all, 
so that, while in reality they had a little private fund, 
they might also receive from the common fund, as did 
those who surrendered all they possessed. They were 
like the fabled eagle, which seeing a victim upon an 
altar in the distance, pouaced upon it, and bore it away 
to his eyrie. Unfortunately for him, and for the little 
eaglets, however, a glowing coal adhered to the stolen 
lamb. The esgle reached the nest, but no sooner did he 
drop his prize, than the nest was all ablaze, and the 
young birds were destroyed. 

AVARICIOUS PEOPLE.—Those who by all means, fair 
or unfair, grasp ail their days for money, have been 
likened to a steamship, which running out of fuel, is 
hacked and cut in all her available parts, so as to fur- 
nish the fuel by which to make port. She makes port 
by such stress and strain, but she is a poor dismantled, 
shattered thing, fit only for complete destruction. 

ACTING A LIE —We are not told that Ananias said 
this was the price he received for his land. He fell in 
with the crowd that was laying at the apostles’ feet the 
entire price of what they respectively had suld. He 
acted as they did, and so acted a lie. A man who folds 
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note, or who does any similar trick, acts a lie, A four- 
teen-year-old boy who hands ip a price at which a ten- 
year-old child, and none older, may ride, acts a lie, If 
asked how old he was, he would not tell an untruth 
pérhaps ; but he tells one even unasked, when he acts 
the false part. 
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A pictorial lesson may be given as follows: Draw a 
tree with wide-spreading roots and branches. Above in- 
scribe the text: “ By their fruits ye shall know them.” 
Amorg the roots print the words, ‘‘ Loveof money.” Re- 
fer to 1 Tim.6:10 From such roots, what fruit will 
grow? “All Evil,” which write above the tree. What 
special forms of evil grew from the love of money in this 
lesson? Conspiracy ; Deceit; Blasphemy ; Lying; Oov- 
etousness; Hypocrisy, and even others may be named. 
Append these names, as given and explained, to the seve- 
ral branches, so illustrating the tree and its fruits. 





ANANIAS AND SaPPHIRA. 
{From Sermons by the Monday Club.] 


HE death of Ananias and Sapphira is a startling 

scene, but it is too familiar to require or permit de- 

tailed description here. Its lessons are numerous, 
weighty, and instructive. 

1. Jt is a.suggestive though tragic, sign and proof of an 
immense revolution during the few short weeks since the 
Crucifixion. Then the church of Carist, comprising a 
few tugitive and cisheartened disciples, was scattered, 
seemingly like water poured upon the ground. Now 
that same church, imposing in numbers, mighty in 
deeds, confident in spirit, stands out substantial, and so 
popular that Ananias and Sappbira commit cspital sin 
in order to be recognized as members of it. This change 
could have been wrought by no ordivary means, and it de- 
monstrates the presence of supernatural co-working .. . 

2. The gospel has its severities as truly as had the law. 
The days. f Moses and J.snua were days of terror; pen- 
alty frowned summary and overwhelming. Bat the mir- 
acies of the gospel dispensation, down through apostolic 
days, were almost invariably in the line of mercy, of 
healing, of gracious restoration. Nevertheless, here 
upon the threshhoid of his ministry, Peter, who on 
another occasion, so healed the sick that they sought the 
inflaence of his passing shadow, speaks words or swift 
retribution that strike out the life of the man and wife 
conspiring to deceive... 

8. The thoroughness of God’s forgiveness of Peter. The 
principal personage ou this occasion, speaking with an 
answeripg of omnipotence, is he who so recently had de- 
nied his Lord with oaths. The circumstances of his sin 
were more imposing than those of the sin of Auanias; 
personal consideration should have been binding upon 
his honor and friendly loyalty ; but thi se bitter tears be- 
tokened a genuine peni ence that brought complete for- 
giveness. Surely, if God punishes as dves none other, 
veither is there any forgiveness lize his. We clearly 
see, in Peter’s case, how tne gravest sin may not debar 
from entering upon highest usefulness in most sacred 
station, if repentance has been commensurate, and the 
anointing ot Providence 1s plain. I: is comforting to see 
how completely Peter stands free from disabling mem- 
ories, at least so far as they may tend to limit the m st 
aggressive and unhesitating spostolic labor. Satan 
caught him, threw him down, and wounded him sore, on 
that dark, culd night in the court-yard of Caiaphas ; but 
his mastery ended there... 

4. Two other persons command our atlention—the Holy 
Ghost and Satan. Nv \langnage can be plainer or more 
explicit than that which in our Scripture les.on presents 
tne first as livi if and mov. upvn the world with 
mighty power. He had filled Peer and Juhp, so that, 
though “unlearned and ignorant mea,” they nad con- 





up a ten-cent note so that it shall appear like a fifty-cent 


founded the wisdom of mocking “rulers and elders of 








May 13, 1876.] 





Israel,” had healed him who was lame from birth, and 
was now more than forty years of age; and they had re- 
turned “to their own company,” magnifying the Lord 
who had wrought so gloriously. Whatachange! The 
despair and uncertainty of a few weeks before give place 
to the glow of enthu-iasm and holy courage ‘“ They had 
all things common” themselves, and their substance were 
all one united offering to the Lord, becanse “they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost” (Acts 4: 31). 

Ia vpon this fair scene, radiant with the transforming 
and exalting power of the Holy Ghost, there comes a 
blot; a discordant note jars in this chorus of holy jy. 
While the disciples gladly brought the avails of their 
possessions, and laid them at the feet of the sp»stles,— 
all happy in the consciousness of duty done,—Satan en- 
ters Ananias and Sapphira, prompting them to seek 
reputation for a like liberality by traud and deception. . 

5. The difference between sins deliberately premeditated 
and sins of heat and haste. Peter had been guilty of 
falseho d as truly as was Ananias; and yet he lives, ap- 
proved by signs and wonders, as God’s messenger; while 
Ananias dies with his lie scarcely uttered, and the young 
men hurry him to a melancholy burial. Surely sin can- 
not be determined or measured by outward appearance. 
G.d jodges righteously. He knows, as we cannot, ali 
the differences of motive and will upon which depends 
the moral character of conduct; but, in the two in 
stances bef ire us, there are many and grave points of 
diff-rence which we can see, and should carefully note, 

When Peter denied his Master, an unexpected ques- 
tion was sprung upon him. He was physically worn 
and unnerved by his experiences in Gethsemane, the 
Saviour’s agony, his mysterious and amaziog rencountre 
with the high priest’s servant, following close upon that 
agony; and now, in the cold night, shivering over the 
fice of coals in the court-yard of the high priest, he is 
surrounded by a scene of intimidation, such as in our 
time of civil security we can hardly understand. While 
his preduminant choice was to follow his Master even 
unto death, bodily weakness, nervous excitement, and 
meatal perturbation raised « whirlwind before which his 
deliberate principle and plan of life bent as does the 
oak before a sudden blast. As the oak swings back to 
erect and noble posture when the storm passes, so Peter, 
when memory could hold up before him his cowardly 
falsehood, when conscience pronounced upon its guilt, 
summoned every energy of his soul to profound con- 
trition. Now the true Peter is erect, and loyal to that 
same Master as the needie to the pole! 

It was far otherwise with Ananias. No disturbing 
experiences had unsettled his mental or moral equilib- 
rium. He was enjoyirg the seclusion and peace of his 
own house—probably large and perhaps luxurious; he 
had calmly debaied with his wife the propused decep- 
tion; and so, deliberately and with fuli cognizance, he 
sought to win a reputation for generosity and piety by a 
lying cheat. 

Human laws and judgments must be guided almost 
entirely by the outward act; not so with the judgments 
of God. They refer mainy to what precedes the act,— 
the mental and moral states, of whicn the deed is only 
an out cropping, limited by circamstances. . . 

6. The guilt of lying, as seen by God. We measure 
causes by effects to a very great extent. Our limited 
faculties compel us to this, especially when the cause is 
occult and intangible, Our difficulty is heightened when 
not only causes but results are hidden from sight, though 
actual, and it may be destructive. The judgments of 
God are usually delayed or indirect. Falsehood does 
not assail the fabric or peace of society so openly as 
more violent sins and crimes do: and so, either occa- 
sional, or as.a habit, it is a wide-spread sin secretly and 
surely sapping the foundatious of character, and im- 

erilling the eternity uf wultivudes, many of whom may 

e reputable and honered. Bat while men, for these or 
apy reasons, may think lightly of falsehood, pronouncing 
it perhaps uagentlemanly, in this frowning judgment,— 
as startling as any in the history of man, swift, and, as 
we must believe, irreparable, in both worlds,—we see 
what God thinks of it... 

All speech is a tacit | waren of truth, because of an 

implied pf een t truth is expected. All the 
pleasure and benefit of conversation depend upon confi- 
dence in veracity. Hence, by the commoa law of uni- 
versal interest, truth must always have been known to 
be required by him who gave to man his mental and 
morai constitution. The wild Indian, still in our Western 
territory, is said to be more truthful than the average 
white man settled by his side. Whatever the uatutored 
and corrupted red man may not know or may have lost, 
the seems not to have forgotten that the Great Spirit is a 
God of truth, and requires the truth of all his child- 
ren. . . . 
God bids man to love his neighbor as himself: false- 
hood works all manner of evil to one’s neighbor when 
only careless. We act upon information ; and when that 
information is false, disappointment, chagrin, and loss 
are the consequences. Serious damage to the credit of 
business men, irreparable wrong to reputation, embar- 
rassment to beneficent enterprises, have often resulted 
from idle rumor carelessly sprung and circulated. None 
can expect to escape the displeasure of God who bring 
such suffering upon the least of his children. 

But falsehood is more often deliberately malicious in 
its origin. It is the weapon of a cowardly foe wishing 
to strike, but fearing the consequences. The hate of an 
assassin is joined to the spirit of a poltroon. “ He that 
hateth his brother is a murderer:” and nothing more 
truly gives expression to hate, and intensifies it, than a 
falsehood. The Oreator has raised such defences of 
truth in our moral constitution, that when truthfulness 
goes, self respect with it; aod the liar must go 
through the world with the consciousness of a living 
moral suicide, 
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7. A fatal pre eminertte of the sin of lying: it may be 
committed as directly against God as against our fellow men. 
Strange as it may seem, we do attempt to deceive 
Omniscience. The sin of Ananias and Sapphira illus- 
trai‘es how easily such guilt may be incurred in the os- 
tensible performance of religious duty. No station is 
too high or too sacred to escape it. 

The minister of Christ professes to leave all worldly 
ambitions, and bring the avails of all that he has to his 
Lord’s treasury. No contract with his f-llow-man is 
more explicit and parsonal. Should self seeking taint 
his offering, or filch away any portion of his strer gth,— 
usually his best,—the guilt of Ananias must lie at his 
door. Love of reputation, of power, entices conscious 
ability; selfish plans seem to be authorized by the great 
law of self-preservation and by the example of a busy 
world; but hands in which are the utensils of sacrifice, 
palms uplifted to God, mnst be clean; else ordination 
vows are broken (Isa 52: 11). 

Joining the church, usually in the presence of many 
witnesses, is a promise—not so much to the church as to 
her great head—of full and fiaal self-surrender. How 
many, like Ananias, keep back a part? Sadder yet, with 
how many is it only an act of reficed selfishness; the 
professed consecration to Christ only a scheme for cul- 
ture and comfort? The Holy Gaost is as really in all 
true members of the church to-day, as he was in Peter; 
hence, all false and incomplete vows now made in enter- 
ing that church are repetitions of the sin of Ananias 
and Sapphira. 





THE FIRST SIN. 
[From Vaughan’s Church of The First Days. } 


HERE is an old saving, The corruption of the best 
is worst. Toe better a thing is, the worse is its 
spoiling The greiter the elevation, the greater the fail. 
Oar subj sct this evening brings before us the first grea’ 
sin committed within the Caristian church; shows us 
how it took occasion from the very devotedness and self- 
sacrifice of the first Christians; proves to us how very 
low a man may fall, who has once risen very high in 
Coristian attainment ; warns us that we must never pre: 
sume upon the advantage even of Christian companion- 
ship, of being entirely surrounded by Christian char- 
acters, as a safeguard against temptation or sia; and, in 
short, bids us, by a very serious example, lay well to 
heart the aprstle’s warning, “ Be not high-minded but 
fear; Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall.” We look upon this scene almost as we look 
upon man’s original fall: we seem to be reading of a 
paradise regained, when we are suddenly shocked and 
startled by the narrative of a paradise for the second 
time forfeited. . . . 

Such is the history of the first entrance of sin into the 
Christian community. And in reading it, observe: 

1. There is such a thing as acting a falsehood. I do 
not read here that Ananias expressly said that the sum 
he brought was the whole price of the land. The ques- 
tion was distinctly put to his wife, and she answered it 
by an express falsehood. But of Ananias we seem 
rather to read that he brought a certain sum, and gave it 
to be understood that that sum was the whole sum re- 
ceived. We have to do with a God of truth; and where 
truth is not, there in his sight is falsehood. We often 
guard and fence our words, so that they shall be just 
suscep ‘ible of an interpretation consistent with the fact. 
We often think that, if we can avoid saying the exact 
opposite of the truth, it is enough; we cannot be guilty 
of falsehood, unless in so many words we tell a direct 
lie. Learn, then, that wherever deception is, there is 
falsehood. Wherever the natural inference from our 
words would be this or that which is not the case, there 
in God’s sight is the sin of lying. And how many of 
our words are of this character; “an attempt to steer 
dexterously between the truth and a lie.” Let us lay it 
well to heart that we are in the presence of Oae who 
sees and knows all things, and who will hereafter bring 
every word and every thoughi into judgment. ... 

2, What an illustration have we here of the saying of 
the apostie, “Tne love of money is the root of all evil: 
which while some coveted after, they have erred from 
the faith, and pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows.” What was it which made Ananias and Sap- 
phira lie to the Holy Ghost? Was it not the lust of 
money? Was it not the wish to save something out of 
the surrender of their all to Christ? Was it not the de- 
sire, if not to get, at least to keep, a fragment of that 
perishable money which at the very moment they were 
professing to cast away? Thus it was that Ananias and 
Sapphira lost both worlds; even by trying to gain both! 
— would be pious, they would be charitable, they 
would serve Christ, they would do good to man: but 
they kept a corner in their hearts for mammon: they 
trusted Christ would not notice it; they felt sure that he 
must be satisfied with what they gave him; that he 
would not grudge that slight, that small reservation: 
had they not sold their all! Had they not given him all 
but their ali? would not that suffice? could they be 
blamed for making some little provision against a change 
of times? Was it much to ask, that they might keep 
back just this little? Thus it was that in their hearts 
the little dark spot grew and spread and darkened still, 
until it overshadowed and at iast poisoned all the rest. 
They lost both worlds in the very act of gaining both. . . 

Ananias lost life and soul together for ke sake of 
gaining even from himself. He might have kept all: 
but he wanted to give all and yet to keep back a part: 
aad the Spirit of God found him out doing so. I would 
speak witn all tenderness, but is there a place in which 

e word of warning is more needful, or a time at which 
it could be more seasonable? Whaat is it but the love 





of money which creates some of the most characteristic 











evils of a town like this? I speak not now of honest, 
honorable, honored industry in the business of a lawful 
calling, which is as much the duty as it ever can be the 
interest of a Christian. Would to God there were more 
among us of the love of money in this one Christian 
sense! more, I mean, of that quiet, steady plodding in 
the work of the shop or the cffice, by which a compe- 
tence, with God’s blessing upon it, is gradually acquired, 
and handed down to those that come after | I speak, 
and your own hearts go along with me in speaking of 
those precarious, those adventurous, those idle methods 
of gaining, upon which God’s blessing cannot be asked, 
and upon which (it is scarcely an exaggeration to say) 
God’s curse a!most visibly rests. Ispeak of wants crea- 
ted by an expenditure habitually exceeding income, and 
supplied by the exorbitant profits of a siagle week in 
the year. I speak of examples set to the young of un- 
lawful virtures, by which many a life has been drawn 
astray from the beginning, and many a hopeful career 
cut short by crime and infamy. I speak of a love of 
gain, which has made sons ind fferent to a father’s com- 
mand and a mother’s happiness, reckless in destroying 
the inheri‘ance of sis’ers, and at lesst regardless even of 
a country’s laws aid the terrors of a wrath to come, 
These things have been over and over again: tha rec- 
ords of our courts of justice are full of then: and earn- 
estly and affectiona ely would [ warn those who hear 
one—the younger part, more esp cially, of this congre- 
gation—of the fearful risks run by the first sep into the 
region of chance; the first departure from that safe and 
pleasant path of Christian diligence and uprightness, 
on which alone God’s blessing rests, and to which alone 
the promise belongs, “ Keep innocency, and take heed 
unto the thing whicn is right: for that shall briaga man 
peace at the last” 

3. What a responsibility is involved in being brought 
near to God as members of his Son’s church below! 
Well may this be recorded as the consequence of the 
fate of Ananias that, “great fear came upon all the 
church, and upon as many as heard these things,” Yes, 
there is a reality in our connection with Christ, which 
must tell upon us for good or else for evil. These ordi- 
nances of which we make so light, these means of grace, 
these opportunities of worship, the very sacrament of 
Christian baptism in which all of us sing!y and severally 
have been dedicated and devoted to God through Jesus 
Christ—all these things have a meauivg, whe.ner we 
will or no, and we ourselves are fearfully and worder. 
fully concerned in it, We cannot get out of that pres- 
ence. We must spend our lives, we must think our 
thoughts, speak our words, and do our acts, in the sight 
and hearing of that God who has made us his own by 
the gift of his Son. It is in vain that we say, “ We will 
be as the heathen.” God has set his mark upon us; 
God has taken us for his people, and, either in love, cr 
else in fury poured out, he must rale over us... . 

4, Finally, let us learn by God’s grace from the history 
now before us, the great practical lessou, how to cast out 
the fear of one another by the stronger and more im- 
pressive fear of God. Ananias and Sapphira committed 
this great sin in the hope of purchasing to themselves 
the good opinion of the Christian congregation to which 
they belonged. And they would have succeeded in this 
endeavor, but for one consideration which they left out 
of sight. They would have succeeded in winning the 
este-m of man, if they could only have kept Gd silent. 
If God would but acquiesce, if God would but keep si- 
lence, they could have done all. But God thought it ne- 
cessary to show that young church that he was in them 
and among them of a truth. He saw fit to impress 
upon them all, by a terrible proof, the fact that he has 
not deserted the earth, however much the earth may 
set aside or forget him. And the fearful fate of these 
two persons made, as it we!l might make, a strong and 
salutary impression upon the hearts of his people. They 
saw then that to be brought right to God by the blood 
of Carist does not imply any impunity of sinning. It 
does not mean that God’s holiness is one whit less per- 
fect, or his judgment one whit less strict, on account of 
the atonement which he has made for all sin in the sac- 
rifice of Jesus. He who will trifle with God, he who will 
tempt the Holy Gaost, by continuing in sin, or by delib- 
erately cherishing in his heart the desire of some forbid- 
den thing, shows thereby that he is “ countiag the blood 
of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 
thing,” and that he has neither a part nor lot in that 
salvation which is as much unto holiness as it is all of 


aCe, 

ina we also are daily tempted to live for the honor 
which comes to us from one another, and not for that 
honor which is of God only. When shall we begin to 
care more for the approval of Christ, than for the ap- 
proval of men that suall die? When shall we give up 
this fatal habit, of asking, at each turn, What does the 
world say, what does the world do? My world I mean; 
the world of my family, my friends, my neighbors; and 
inquire rather, Is this right? does Christ approve? if 
I go thefe, shall [ be throwing myself into temptation? 
if I enter iato this amusement, shall [ not be risking the 
falling again into that old snare in which I was once 
and for so long entangled? Let me look up to Christ 
for direction. Let me ask him to guide, Let the whis- 
per of his spirit be my voice of admonition. And let me 
in all thiogs thank the Lord for giving me warning. 
Let me count it no hardship, but the highest honor, the 
purest joy, to have the Lord so near me, that when [ 
would do this, he himself shall say to me, Do it not. Do 
it not—why? Because he grudges me enjoyment, be- 
cause he would have me dul! and spiritless and faint- 
hearted? Nay, but because he loves me; because, giv- 
ing me himself, he gives me all; because, having shed 
his own biood for me, he may be trusted with my all; 
and because he has himself promised me, that, where he 
is, there at least shall | his servant be | 
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‘einca—Sosecemens WHO DO NOT WISH THEIR 
PAPER DISCONTINUED WILL NEED TO SEND THEIR RE- 
NEWAIS BEFORE THE DATE OF EXPIRATION, WHICH I8 
PLAINLY PRINTED ON THE YELLOW LABEL OF ADDRESS. 
THE PAPER WILL BE STOPPED TO SUBSCRIBERS NOT 
RENEWING BY THAT DATE, 

WE acknowledge the receipt of $3 50 for Chloe Lank- 
ton, from the Sabbath-school class of Mrs. E. A, Rus- 
sell, 109 Olinton Avenue, Albany, N. Y. 

A RESOLUTION reported as under discussion by the 
Methodist ministers of Obicago is this: “ That as a means 
of evangelization our Sabbath-schools are a failure.” If 
first the churches and then the Sunday schools are found 
useless in this line, what shall we try next? 





WHEN a boy was asked, “ Where was the text this 
morning?” he answered, “ It was somewhere in hatchet.” 
“In hatchet? No, it was in Acts.” “ Well, I knew it 
was something that would cut,” said the boy, triumph- 
antly. This is given to us as an actual occurrence. 
There is more stupidity in the world than most of us are 
ready to admit. 


THAT was not a bad illustration of the relative posi- 
tion and efficiency of the Sunday-school in comparison 
with other church agencies of evangelization, which was 
made by a speaker at a ocal Connecticut convention, 
when he said that the Sunday-school represented “ the 
two fore wheels of the church wagon, which turn over 
fastest, and always get to town first.” 





WE are sometimes asked to publish an article arguing 
that young children may be truly regenerated disciples 
of the Saviour; but we are unwilling to give space to 
such an argument, We cannot count the point named 
an open question, If there were any question concern- 
ing the possibilities of grace it would not be, “ Is the re- 
generation of young children possible?” but “ Is the re- 
generation of grown- "p clnness probable?” 

A SUGGESTIVE gradation is made in the liquor selling 
at the Centennial Exhibition! Soda water in Machinery 
Hall; malt liquors in Agricultural Hall; light wines in 
the Main Building; strychnine whiskey in the restau- 
rants. An impressive blackboard exercise might be ar- 
rapged, representing a man going down to destruction 
by way of the Exhibition staircase, from the innocuous 
soda fountain to the terminal point—where he will be 
unable to obtain a single drop of cold water to cool his 
parching tongue ! 

AND now because of the faults of the average Sunday- 
school library book, the proposition is seriously made to 
substitute for it the average religious newspaper. That 
would be like offering mule-meat hash in place of roast 
beef as nourishment for growing children. How many 
pages of political news and of patent medicine adver- 
tisements are supposed necessary to bring up the library 
book to the requisite moral and intellectual standard? 
Only in that sort of material has the newspaper any 
present advantage. 

“Do you love Jesus?” asked a siabdiads of ‘a patient 
in a hospital, ‘“ No,” was the reply. “ Well,” said the 
physcian, “‘ Jesus loves you.” For seven days there was 
the same question with the same answer. At last the 
patient summoned an attendant at midnight, exclaiming, 
‘‘T am so happy; I now understand what was meant by 
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saying, ‘ Same ees me,’” He then fell into a swoon, 
and on recovering the attendant asked him if, in the 
meantime, he had been thinking of Jesus, ‘“ When I 
am con:cious,”’ was the beautiful reply, “I am thinking 
of Jesus, and when I am unconscious Jesus is thinking 
of me.” 


THERE is no way of fiading how to do a thing like 
doing it. There is no way of learning your ability like 
testing it. There is no way of knowing the truth ofa 
doctrine like putting its precepts in prac:ice. ‘‘ How did 
young Josiah do God’s work? Why, he did it,” said Dr. 
Tyrg, in a sermon to the youth of his congregation. 
“ How shall you learn to know yourself? Not by con- 
templation, but action. Strive to do your duty, and you 
will soon discover what stuff you are made of,” said 
Goethe. ‘ Then shall we know, if we follow on to know 
the Lurd,” was the inspired declaration of Hosea. “ If 
apy man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine,” 
said Jesus to those who doubted God’s teaching. There- 
fore, ‘Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves.” 


Now that some of the great gospel meetings of the 
winter are over, it remains to be seen whether the Lord’s 
people will more faithfully support the usual and ordi- 
nary means of grace by unfailing attendance and the 
manifestation of quickened interest. A Suanday-school 
missionary in Nebarska was recently visiting about from 
house to house, to elicit more interest in the Sunday- 
school and secure increased attendance upon its sessions, 
when an old lady said to him: “ We’ve been waitin’ to 
hear they’re havin’ a big meetin’ up there till we'd git 
to go.” If those who only “ git to go” when there is a 
“big meetin’ ” all lived in Nebraska, the question where 
Mr. Moody should begin his next work could be readily 
answered. A faithful use of the established means of 
grace would in most localities make the call for special 
evangelistic service less imperative. 

In The Normal Class for May Dr. Vincent gives what 
may be considered his latest apology for those golden 
texts, in this shape : 

“The golden text is an assertion in Scripture language of 
the main truth, or one of the most important truths of the 
lesson. Its advantages are 1. It gives direction to thought. 
2. It gives point to the teaching. 3. It forms a basis of 
appeal. 4. It unites the school in all its departments. 5. 
It unites all schools using the uniform lesson. 6. It aids the 
memory in calling up the lesson. 7. It meets a general want 
throughout the world. 

It is thus admitted that the Lesson Committee under- 
takes to assert the “truths of the lesson,” to give “ di- 
rection to thought” in study, to give “ point to the teach 
ing,” to furnish “a basis of appeal” for those who use the 
lessons. These admissions justify fully the exceptions 
we have taken to the selection of outside texts in com- 
ment on the lesson by a committee which was appointed 
with the understanding that it would not attempt any- 
thing in the direction thus indicated. So far as the last 
four items named by Dr. Vincent have any force, the 
designation of a common golden text, or jewel text, or 
memory text, from the lesson itself would fully meet the 
case. It ought to be added as an eighth item concerning 
the golden text: ‘I: meets more opposition and creates 
more of chafiag and discord than everythiog else in 
connection with the International lesson system through- 
out the world.” 


Ir would be only ludicrous, if it were not for the 
wicked side of it, to note the arguments by which some 
men try to defend wrong-doing when they are urged to 
do right. A few days ago when the question of rum- 
selling at the Centennial Exhibition was under discus- 
sion, one of the Commissioners actually insisted that 
there was no special harm in the free use of liquors 
anywhere. He was sure it was a great mistake to sup- 
pose that drunkenness provoked crime. Iadigestion was, 
in his opinion, the cause of more murders than was in- 
toxication. In fact the best natured men in the world 
were those under the influence of liquor. He seemed 
also to think that a practical millenium would be 
brought about if only everybody would get drunk, And 
this was a serious speech of a member of the Centennial 
Commission. It need hardly be added that that member 

was also in favor of a Sunday opening of the Exhibi- 
tion. And now we learn that the Ohief of Police of 
San Francisco testified before the Chinese Commission 
of the Senate of California, that the presence of China- 
men in his city was “driving both boys and girls to 
crime by competition in household and manufacturing em- 
ployments.” To think of it! the San Francisco “ hood- 
lum” turned from his accustomed path of rectitude by 





‘rope to day?” 








{Vol. XVIIL, No. 20. 





his onmieiine enediiingues to do steady work at 


current rates of compensation! How upright and vir- 
tuous was that set of street urchins before the Chinese 
came over to California! But it is the old story of the 
O iental excuse-maker, “ Friend, will you lend me your 
“I’m sorry, my friend, that I can’t; but 
I must use it to tie up some sand with.” “To tie up 
sand! I don’t see how you can do that with a rope,” 
“Oh, you can do most anything with a rope when you 
don’t want to lend it.” It is easy to fiad an excuse for 
doing wrong when you are bent on doing it. 





THE IDEAL SUPERINTENDENT. 
NE of the ways in which time is wasted in Sunday- 
school conventions and institutes is in discussing 
the essential qualifications of a good superintendent. It 
may be doubied if any good ever came from such a dis- 
cussion ; yet the topic still fiads a place on many a well- 
considered programme. 

It is prcfitable to consider fully a superintendent’s 
sphere and methods of work, and to hold up a high ideal 
of a superintendent in the discharge of his varied duties ; 
but it is useless to give breath and attention in confer- 
ence over the ideal man whom we would create for the 
superintendent’s sphere—if we were omnipotent. Even 
if the secured portraiture were absolutely perfect, what 
end would it serve? Such men as that are not found in 
elusters in city or country. If indeed one of the sort 
were available, everybody would vote for him without 
waiting to hear argument in his behalf; but because of 
the impossibility of finding him, the best man who pre- 
sents himself is sometimes counted a very poor make- 
shift. 

In looking at a high standard of plans and methods 
of work the average superintendent is often stimulated 
to greater effort in the right direction; but he is not 
likely to be thus quickened by a description of the 
qualities of mind and character which he ought to pos- 
sess, When he learns that he ought to have a teachers’- 
meeting, that he ought to be fully prepared to teach the 
lesson, that he should .have his hymns and B bie read- 
ings duly chosen before entering the desk, that by a cer- 
tain method he can secure the punctual attendance of 
teachers, and good order on the part of all in the school, 
he knows very well whether or not he is working in the 
way thus designated ; but he is not so sure if he lacks 
in the spirit or the ability which is insisted on as essen- 
tial to the man for the superintendent’s office. 

As arule men are loath to see their personal defects, 
are even inclined to think they are strongest where they 
have greatest lack. The man with no miad of his own 
glories in his personal independence. A quick-tempered 
man prides himself on his meekness and patience. The 
most awkward bungler counts few men his equal in tact. 
No man is more sure of his open-handed generosity than 
a miser. It is the narrow minded bigot who rejoices 
that he is swayed only by love. 

If the truth could fairly be known, it would doubtless 
be found that every essay or address on the characteris- 
tics or qualifications of a good superintendeat gave en- 
couragement only to those farihest removed from the 
displayed standard, and came home with its teachings 
only to those who were nearest to the true ideal. When 
the value of high executive ability is emphasized, the 
superintendent whose work is all at loose ends, and who 
can neither plan nor do effsctively, is glad that he is so 
strong in that essential quai y. When personal mag- 
netism is named as indispensable to success, it is the man 
of clammy and sluggish nature and of flabby hand-grasp 
who looks promptest assent out of bis fishy eyes. When 
fervent piety is spoken of as all-important, the most 
worldly-minded or the most hypocritcal supe: iatendent 
is sure to rejoice that his strength is jus; in that direc- 
tion. 

On the other hand, it is the truly modest and devout 
worker who is disturbed by a sense of want and a fear 
of failure, when the importance of an humble and con- 
secrated spirit is made clear; and it is the man best 
loved and most respected who is led to doubt if he is up 
to the right standard when he hears that a good superin- 
tendent ought to be able to inspire the confidence and 
secure the affection of his co-workers. Ia fact so far as 
these essays and addresses have any influence at all it is 
in the wrong direction. They ought to be ruled out of 
conventions and institutes, and have no place given to 
them in the religious paper. 

It is well to show what a superintendent’s work is, and 
to inform him how to do it; but it is worse than useless 
to spend time describing to him the qualities of mind 
and character which ought to be the possession of the can- 
didate for the superintendent’s office, or of the man who 
occupies that pust. If he has those qualities he don’t 
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need the information. If be lacks them he will never 
learn it from such a description of them. 





CROSS-GRaAINED SCHOLARS. 
EACHERS who are sometimes discouraged in view 
of hard, unimpressible, cross-grained scholars, may 
learn a lesson from stone-breaking, in which a man may 
bring down a sledge fifty times with no apparent effact, 
while the fifty-first blow cleaves the rock asunder. The 
truth is, the stone was being weakened from the first, 
and the final blow was but the consummation of the 
whole. It is to be observed also, that a man must hit in 
the same place, or in the same line of places. If he 
strikes an inch aside, it is somuch labor lost. He might 
pound indefinitely in that way and get nocleavags. But 
by well-directed blows at the same point the work is ac- 
complished. Now, in teaching these hard, unimpressible 
scholars, is there not too much striking aside, as well as 
too little faith in the power of repeated, well-aimed 
blows? What is the direction of the grain—that is the 
first thing. The next thing is to bear down on it with 
persistent, telling blows. 

Or, to take a lesson from splitting wood. The most 
difficult thing to split is that section of a tree in which 
the branches strike off from the trunk. The grain runs 
every way—and anything like a straight cleavage is out 
of the question. The first point then is to weaken the 
whole thing by cleaving off the sides as far as possible 
where the grain is more or less uniform, Then observe 
where the main branches grow out of the trunk, makiog 
a natural separation, and put in the axe there. Then 
turn the log over and putin the axe on the other side. 
In this way it is possiosle to work up the most cross- 
grained stick conceivable: and furthermore this tends 
to give one greater satisfaction than any other handling 
of the axe, because aside from the manual labor of the 
thing, which is more or le3s mechanical and wearisome, 
it calls into play a delightful exercise of mind. One has 
to study such a stick, and look at it in this way and that 
way, and turn it over tweaty times perhaps, aad put in 
some strong blows here, and if they have no eff ict, pu’ 
in as many strong blows there, and so exercise his wit 
as well as his instrument. 

This then, is the idea : study your cross-grained scholar, 
and find out his make-up.. If he admits of no natural, 
clean cleavage through the heart, try him at the sides, 
and do what you can. Take advantage of the grain 
wherever you find it regular. Find the point of least 
resistance, and operate on that. Eater the wedgs 
wherever you find him in any degree accessible, and so 
conquer him by study and patience. Never say, at least 
never say willingly, that such and such a scholar is ob- 
stinate and unyieldiog. He may be, indeed, a sort of 
conglomerate, having no strata, or having a grain that 
seems to run in every direction ; but it is only a truism 
to say that everybody is accessible at one point or another, 
and it is not the least part of a teacher’s work to study 
the best methods of approach and conquest. It is at 
least to be remembered that while some hearts are expe- 
cially hard and tenacious, God’s word as a hammer and 
as a sword is irresistiole in God’s work. 

‘Ts not my word like as a fire? saith the Lord; and 
like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?” ‘ The 
word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edgod sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart.” 





THREAD-BARE STORIES. 

OME stories only improve by age. No one wants a 
new version of Cinderilla, or Aladdin and his Lamp, 

or R.binson Crusoe, The melodies of Mother Goose 
are as fresh to-day as when the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence was s'gned. Children never tire of hearing of the 
little boy who was going across London Bridge, and 
found a penny with which he bought a kid which 
wouldn’t go, although it was almost midnight and it was 
time he was home “ an hour and a half ago.” But there 


are stories which wear out or grow wretchedly thread- | 


bare. This is especially true of stories which are told 
as facts to illustrate some religious tiuth, and which are 
always put forward as of recent origin—often as within 
the personal experience or observation of the narrator. 

It would be well if the different stories told in the 
Sanday-school, or written in the religious, papers could be 
inspected and passed upon by some competent authority, 
80 that those which are fairly uofit, through hard wear, 
for further service should receive the brand I C. (in- 
spected and condemned), Tuere is one about Michael 
Angelo seeing an angel in the rude block of stone which 
he proposed to chisel out, The story was al! right in 
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Michael Angelo’s day; but now that that angel is in 
every scholar’s head, it is of no use trying to keep it 
concealed in the stone while working out the proposed 
moral, And that “other man” on the wreck, whose 
comrade woulda’t leave him. He has been taken off 
so many times, since Dr. Gathrie first brought him away in 
his ‘‘ Gospel in Ezekiel,” that it really isn’t fair to expose 
him to new dangers. Moreover everybody knows about 
him before his comrade points him out. The little mission 
child who died in India so many years ago, promising to 
sit by “ the pearly gate” waiting for her teacher, only gets 
laughed at now when she tries to surprise anybody with 
her poetic fancy—which seemed really beautiful at first. 

When a speaker at a children’s-meeting before one of 
the state conventions told the old story of the boy 
hanging by a frail rope over the cliffs of Orkneys, a lis- 
tener inquired of his seat-mate satirically, ‘‘ Did you 
ever hear that story before?” “ Yes,” was the reply, 
“this makes just three thousand one hundred and forty- 
five times that I’ve heard it.” Well now, that’s often 
enough to tell it. Such a story ought to be laid aside 
for a generation or two. There is no good in its telling. 

It only makes the matter worse to say that the boy or 
girl of the story was a member of your Sunday-school. 
That is like starting out the forged letter of Daniel 
Wetsier to Thomas Jefferson on Sunday-schools, with 
the assertion that it has just been discovered among the 
unpublished letters of the great expounder, Indeed 
there would be as much sense in telling the story of 
George Washington and his little hatchet as a new inci- 
dent brought to light in this centennial year, by the 
dying narration of one of Washington’s body servants. 

What is the moral of this warning? Don’t tell a 
story in the Sanday-school unless you have a good 
reason for so doing. When you must tell one, be sure 
it is fresh. ~The old stories which you think well of are 
perhaps as familiar to your hearers as they are to you. 
Incidents of your personal experience—real experiences 
—are most effective as illustrations in your recital of 
them. But best of all are Bible stories ; they never grow 
threadbare. Of them alone are listeners young and old 
always ready to say in sincerity, “ Tell me the old, old 
story.” Repeat them fearlessly—until you can find 
something better. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


| ate Iowa comes this inquiry : 








The ministers of Keokuk are looking up the idea of a 
normal co!lege for Sunday-+chool teachers the coming season. 
Will it be too much to ask that either through Tue Times 
or by letter you give us some hints as to courses of /ectures 
and instruc'ion, methods of management, or any other item 
which according to your large experience and observation 
are important for the highest benefit ? 

Too much ground is covered by the theme in question 
to admit of a fair answer in a brief uote. In a circular 
issued by the Rev. E. W. Rice, secretary of the Penn- 
sylvania Sabbath School Association, from 1122 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia, a year’s course of normal- 
reading, or of topics of study for Sunday-school teachers 
is outlined. A list of books which will be found useful in 
such a course, and beyond, is also given. It is impor- 
tant not to attempt too much in the first course of nor- 
mal study. There is an advantage in ascertaining at the 
start what is teaching. Practice lessons might well, it 
seems to us, be far more common than they yet are in 
America. There is an advantage to the average teacher 
in studyivg the method of teaching in specimen exer- 
cises, looking at it in the concrete rather than in the 
abstract, We hope to take up this whole subject for 
more full discussion in our editorial columns before long. 


In narrating the incident which he gives herewith, 
our Scottish coniributor makes the qualification which 
due caution requires ia the attempt to define the pur- 
poses of any particular providence. It would surely be 
& barrow range of faith which left God out of even the 
commonest incidents of our every-day experiences. 

I send the following facts regarding my Sabbath-class, 
which are to me possessed of intense interest, in the belief 


| that they will not be uninteresting for the other readers of 


THE TiMEs also. Some would be content to see in them a 
very wonderful coincidence: I prefer to look higher, to see 


| more—the interposition of a remarkable Providence. 


A few weeks ago two of the oldest members of my class, 
both of them about fifteen, suddenly left the class because, 
they said, they were too old. I was much grieved, for they 
belonged to the very class which stands most in need of such 
means of grace, the one being navwrally somewhat uncon- 
trollable, and the other very ignorant; and further, they re- 





ceived no religious instruction elsewhere. I perceived, 
therefore, that in giving up the class they were throwing off 
the only hold religion had of them, and that there would be 
little chance of their coming to any good. Their step I con- 
fess astonished me not a little, for both appeared to like the 
class, and in both I had been observing signs of improve- 
ment. But be it reason or none they must have their way. 
In the beginning ef last week, I was pained to hear that 
the latter had at his work been drawn into a large wheel 
which had been stopped just in time to eave his life. As it 
was he was much bruised and one of his arms was broken in 
several places. And in the end of the week what was my 
surprise to learn that the other had been c nviderably in- 


jured by a log falling upon him, which he had been wheeling 


in the course of his employment. While both are doing well, 
they will be laid up for some weeks to come. 

Now it would be very easy to make a wrong use of this. 
To affirm for-ooth, because two boys choose to leave my 
class, that therefore they are punished by God, or to use this 
as a precedent in any way, would be presumption indeed. 
Bat on the other hand, to refuse to see in the fact that two 
boys who seemed to have thrown off even the semblance of a 
desire after better things, are immediately thereafter laid 
aside by what men call “ accident”’”—under entirely different 
circuw stances, in a place where such occurrences are com- 
paratively rare—and have time given them, whether they 
wil: or no, for reflection, (let us hope reflec:ion on the things 
that are not seen, on him whose way is perfect,)—I say, not 
to see in all this the interposition of a higher hand, of some- 
thing more than “accident,” would be still greater presump- 
tion, and obtuse in the extreme. Who knows—this may 
have been the turning point in these youth’s lives, and the 
circumstances we have alluded to may be the meansof giving 
them the right turning. ‘Ephraim is joined to idols,” but 
the fiat of the Eternal has not yet gone forth. “ Let him 
alone.” Very truly yours, James Buyers Buiack. 

Dunnikier Manse, Kirkcaldy, Scot and. 


Here is a letter which doubtless represents the diffi- 
culties aud desires of many a Christian pareat concerning 
the important matter of family worship : 

I have just been reading an article in your issue of April 
22, entitled “Family Worship,” taken from The Interior. 
I should be very glad to make family worship all it should 
be. Let me state some of my difficulties. Perhaps you can 
aid me with some suggestions. 

I am an employee. In order to be at my work in time, I 
must leave home at six in the morning to take the train. 
The lite ones frequently are not awake. I try not to hurry 
our family worship, but sometimes cannot help ferling hur- 
ried. At night I reach home, if not detained, about half- 
pasteeven o'clock. The little ones are sometimes asleep again. 
My evenings are more or less occupied with church and 
Sunday-school meetings. Every evening this week but one 
is so occ ipied, I would gladly throw this work on o'hers, 
but dislike to shirk my share of work and responsibility. 
Besides, good workers are few. This week however is more 
fully occupied than usual, but frequently [ have no time for 
tea till near nine o’cluck; sometimes after. 

So much as to the time. Now for the service. We are 
not all gifted in prayer, and many fied it almo-t impossible 
to avoid falling into a form, Especially is this so in my 
case. By nature and training slow of thought and careful 
in expression, he itating to ask, save in general terms, be- 
caure [ feel that I know not what toa k, How can I make 
our family worship more interesting and profitable? Eape- 
cially when there are those present before whom I hesitate 
to speak freely of our relatioas a3 a family ? 
me some hints? 

If a father cannot be with his children day by day, 
of course he cannot lead them in daily worship. It may 
be well in such a case for the mother to conduct the 
family devotions during the week, at hours when all the 
children can be present. There are many homes where 
different members of the household in turn lead thus in 
household worship, On Sundays the father in such «a — 
family ought to secure time for his fullest and best at- 
tention to this work. No other duties ought to interfere 
with this. His home service on Sanday will be aii 
the more precious to his family if only then he can be 
with the household in worship. The difficulty of avoid- 
ing formalism and vain repetitions in prayer is not to 
be easily surmounted ; but the danger from it is lessened 
when the d. fliculty is recognized. A man ought prayer- 
fully to prepare himself for social or public prayer. 
“ We know not what to pray for as we ought,” and our 
request should still be that of the disciples of old, “ Lord 
teach us to pray.” Asone is at his daily toil, or as he 
goes and comes, he would do well to th nk what are the 
special circumstances and needs of his loved ones, that 
he may ask of God what is best for them. He should 
also cultivate a fam liar style of prayer, seeking ear- 
nestly to avoid all set and stilted phrases, Gd loves to 
have his children come to him freely as to a Father, not 
to stand abashed before him as a King. 


Can you give 
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THE NEWSPAPER. 
[From The Interior.} 


NE of the most potential agencies in education is 
the daily and weekly press. The famous stone- 
mason geologist of Scotland, Hugh Miller, wrote a book 
of personal Lp , entitled “My School-masters,”’ 
in which, from small innings, he traced the various 
influences which had made him the man he was. Every 
well educated person of this generation has doubtless 
had manifold school-masters. Among these not the 
least important is the plastic influence of the newspaper. 
It is everywhere, and it is in one way or another the 
educator of everybody. More ye perhaps, than any- 
thing else it marks the education of the times, and illus- 
trates the saying, to which Lord Brougham gave popu- 
larity, more than fifty years ago, that “ the school-master 
is abroad in the land,” 

And yet this agency is very apt to be forgotten or ig- 
nored, in reckoning the sum total of a man’s education. 
It comes so softly and so silently, like the morning light 
and the evening dew; it is received in such small, 
almost infinitesimal portions, all along the path of youth 
and ripening manhood, that few are prepared to do it 
full justice, as one of the most important of educational 
instrumentalities. The special sphere of this silent but 
ubiquitous teacher is the home circle, The newspaper 
may indeed be called the text-book of the family fire- 
side. Instead of calling the children away to another 
place of instruction, its purpose is to ‘carry knowledge 
to them, in their own homes. There, around the house- 
hold altar, at the social board, and in the presence of 
the parents, it gives its lessons and exerts its influence. 
Could anything be more wisely designed, or more per- 
fecily adapted to accomplish good results in the increase 
of intelligence, and the formation of character? 

Now, iike all other school-masters, this instructor 
should be rigidly examined by the competent authori- 
ties, before its introduction to the home circle, and then 
controlled by a constant oversight. For where great 
ay is 80 easiry obtained, great evil is equally possible. 

t is not every newspaper that it will do to instail in the 
office of teacher at the fireside, As much of good or evil 
may depend on the introduction of a book or newspaper, 
as on the introduction of persons to the companionship 
of the family. The rightful authority in each case alike, 
is that of the parents. What then are we to think of 
those Ohristian parents who allow newspapers to enter 
their homes, and go into the hands of their children, 
without considering whether they inculcate truth or 
error, virtue or vice? Have they forgotten that this new 
teacher may be the most efficacious one in the house, 
and may gradually subvert their own instruction? 

It is too plain for argument, that every Cnristian pa- 
rent ought to exercise a wise control over this matter. 
He is bound to see, as he values the intelligence and 
moral character of his children, that his newspapers are 
gvod and not evil. It seems now to be settled, as an ac- 
cepted principle, that the newspaper is one of the indis- 
pensable institutions of the age. No intelligent family 
can afford to do without it. If judiciously made, no in- 
vestment for education pays better in the long run, than 
the smali sum given for the newspaper. It is the me- 
dium of universal intelligence. Is is the mouth-piece of 
the world. It is the daily and weekly history of what 
is going on in all nations, It is the record of what man 
is doing, and of what God is doing in our own day, It 
is a sort of encyclopedia of that common intelligence, 
and that practical knowledge of men and things, which 
the times demand. Who could willingly be ignorant of 
such a book? Ia this generation certainly, no one can 
claim to be thoroughly educated who has no acquaint- 
ance with the newspaper, and feels no need 0: it. 

If this be so, then every family that can afford it, 
ought to have at least one good daily or weekly secular 
newspaper. But the choice ought to be carefully made. 
And with equal if not greater empha-is, we should say, 
trom these premises, that every Christ.an family ougot 
to have at least one religious or chutch paper. 
Most assuredly those families are depriving themselves, 
not only of much rational enjoyment, but of much valu- 
able instruction, who, at such a time as this, and in such 
& country as ours, take no religious newspaper. Three 
things we should like to see in every Christian home, 
however cultivated or however humble: first, the Bible 
lying on the parlor or the study table, where it can be 
read every day, on one side of it some new and ennob- 
ling book, fresh from the press, and on the other one of 
the best religious newspapers of the church, 


RAMLEH, 
|H. C. P., in The Churchman.) 





T was an hour before sunset when, mounting the crest 
of a hill, the white tower and minarets of a distant 
village stood out clear and sharp on a distant slope. 
The sound of hoofs behind me announced the = 
of mounted travelers, and turning my head, | found 
two Arabs rapidly overtaking me. ‘“ Ramieh?” I said, 
pointing to the distant towers, and getting for my answer 
a murmured assent, | knew that our halting-place for the 
night was now near at hand, 

As we approached it, the solitary tower which distin- 
guishes R.mleh, from whatever point it is approach+d, 
came more distinctly into view, aud in a little while we 
were cluse upon the outskirts of the town, and saw on 
our right the extensive ruins of which the tower forms 
the most conspicuous feature, My companions were 
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wearied with their day’s journey, and anxious to push on to 
the shelter and repose of the convent ; so, taking a moun- 
ted Arab as my escort, I turned into a narrow lane that 
opened from the main road, and, after a few moments, 
found myself threading my way among the graves of 
what was evidently a Mohammedan burying-ground, At 
a little distance, the gnarled and twisted trunks of the 
olive-trees with which it was planted, gave it the appear- 
ance of a New England apple-orchard, and the gray 
walls and square tombs, all alike blistered and encrus- 
ted with scanty moss, made the scene still more familiar. 
The sheep were grazing among the graves, and the early 
spring verdure mingled with the traces of harsher 
weather, as seen in the broken branches and the bleached 
faces of the rock, made one think of some lowly God's- 
acre on one of our nothern hillsides. Only, here the rude 
head-stones were each of them crowned with the coarse 
carving of the Morlem turban, without which no grave, 
whether of sultan or fellah, is here accounted complete 
Passing on by the path winding among the graves, I came 
to a low archway of richly hewn stone, and, riding through 
it, found myself in a large enclosure not unlike the close 
of a cathedral, round three sides of which ran the ruins 
of what must once have been a stately and beautiful 
cloister. Many of its arches are still almost perfect, and 
as the space which they enclose is closely carpeted with 
turf, one recalled instinctively some such ruins as mark 
the site of Fountains or Tintern Abbey. The tall tower 
on the nothern sideof the enclosure stands almost intact, 
and though the Arabic inscription over its doorway bears 
the date A. H. 718, which is equivalent to a. D. 1318, it 
rises as square and complete as though it had been reared 
in our owntime. The inscription which follows the date of 
its erection further records that it was reared by a son 
of “our Lord the Sultan, the martyr, the King el-Man- 
sur,” and on the strength of this statement, no authority, 
so far as I can learn (with perhaps a single exception) 
seems disposed to dispute that the building was reared 
88 a morqne, and by the Turks. And yet, fr ever ruins 
proclaimed their Christian origin, these do. True, the 
sign of the Cross has been effaced, but anything more 
unlike Ociental architecture, anything more distinctly 
Norman-Gothic in its general characteristics, anything 
which betrays more unmistakably the handiwork of those 
warriors and builders who followed in the path of the 
pages grees to one who has become wonted to 
the aspect of ecclesiastical ruins in Europe, more dis- 
tinctly familiar, it would be hard to conceive. And with 
this view everything in the history of Ramleh falls in. 
We know that it was occupied by the Crusaders in 1099 ; 
that St. George was adopted as its patron saint; and that 
one of the buildiogs in thetown, now in use as a morque, 
was once a Christian church, with a nave and aisles, 
principal and side-apses, a clerestory, and every other 
characteristic of the churches of that period. We know 
that for at least 200 years it was a Ghristian city, and 
one, as standing at the junction of the great highways 
from Damascus to Egypt, and from Joppa to Jerusalem, 
of no meanimportance. And if so, what more probable 
than that, in the days when Richard, the Lion-hearted, 
had his headquarters at Ramleh, this noble tower and its 
surrounding cloisters, so expressive of the spirit of their 
builders in their simple, sturdy grandeur, should have 
been built and hallowed for Christian uses? At any 
rate, it was in such a faith that I climbed to its summit 
and looked off, as the day was dying out of the sky, 
upon the blue Mediterranean on the one hand, and the 
mountains of Judea on the other.. And there was some- 
thing of thankfulness in the thought that if, once, the 
grand old tower had crowned a Christian sanctuary, time 
had not spared it to be profaned by Moslem feet, nor to 
see the Cross upon its summit displaced by the Crescent 
and the Star. 

Oae’s first night within monastic walls is a somewhat 
memorable experience, even though no monastic vows 
have preceded it. Ours was made memorable chiefly by 
the comfort of our quarters and the simple cordiality of 
our welcome, The tales of travelers had prepared us 
for a dirty bed and a starved table, but ourcells were 
spotless in their cleanliness, and if a little bare as to the 
walls, and a little hard as to the pillows, yet the hours 
spent in the saddie had prepared us for a sleep which did 
not need to be courted with any luxurious appliances 
Oar fare, too, was wholesome, if simple, and it was served 
by a cheery, healthy-looking young friar who made us 
thoroughly at home. He was Spanish, as were, we un- 
derstood, the other three or four members of the Order 
(all were Francisans), who were associated with him. 
One of them, we learned, presided in the kitchen, and 
after our evening meal, our whole party acj »urned thither 
and exchanged salutations with . Itseemed an odd 
realization of a “ religious” vocation to spend one’s days 
in a kitchen cooking for Protestants, Jews, Turks, here- 
tics, and infidels, who might chance to knock at the con- 
ventate fur food and lodging, with the means to pay for 
them, but the good brother seemed thoroughly happy in 
it, and could he have known that one of our fellow- 
travelers had, with facile pencil and artistic eye, made 
a most clever sketch of him, he would doubtless have re- 
joiced to feel that ha served many a dish with the 
juice of his native olive, he was in turn to be “done in 
oil,” himself, 

It was not yet daylight when we were roused, the next 
morning, for our start, nor long before we found our- 
selves once more in the saddle. The morning was lovely, 
and the air, at once bracing and invigorating, o=— 
mere motion a delight, Our way lay past poiut after point 
of interest; now Gezer, the Jong-lost royal city, whose 
king, attempting to relieve Lachish, was killed by 
Joshua; and then in rapid succession past Ajalon, Kir- 
jath-jearim, and the little valley of Elah. I+ 1s true that 
some authorities dispute the identity of the latter, and 
maintain that it lay some fifteen miles westward, nearer 
to the ancient Puhilistia. If they are right, then the 
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little brook which we crossed, and in which '] watered 
my horse, is not that from which David chose his smooth 
stone, but I preferred to believe that it was, and if there 
was no better evidence, the rounded pebbles with which 
its bed was strewn furnished an argument not without 
its weight. 








THE REV. JOSEPH COOK. 
{From The Springfield Republican’s Boston correspondent. ]} 


7 Rev. Joseph Cook, in his Monday noon preach- 
ing lectures at the Meionaon hall in the Tremont 
temple building, | Boston] is developing a rare mastery 
of masculine thought and popular oratory. Of mo | 
presence, a powerful and well. knit frame tingling wit 
repressed activity, broad shoulders, a capacious head, 
mobile and expressive features, large, bluish gray, 
a restless eyes, suggestive of locked-up internal 
es, & passionate yet self-controlled delivery, and a 
compact, incisive, telling way of putting things, en- 
riched by various culture and entivenst by gleams of 
sarcastic wit,—Mr. Cook is precisely the sensation needed 
for both orthodox and rationalistic B ston. He stands 
forth the sturdy and confident champion of evangelical 
puritanism and philanthropic reforms, both in church 
and state, against all phases of modern unbelief and 
rose-water religion. is theme, to-day, was ‘“ The 
atonement of Carist as related to morals,”—having par- 
ticularly in view a recent discourse of John Weiss. He 
began by saying that true faith regarded Christ, first, as 
Saviour; second, as Lord. The two aspects can never 
be held apart. When the emperor Frederic William in 
a conversation with his chapiain asserted his sole re- 
liance on the substitution of Christ, Rul ff replied, 
“Sire, in heaven, they must have a heavenly miad.” 
These two ways of salvation are always implied in the 
atonement, Herbert Spencer gives us a valuable phrase, 
“the necessity of the harmonization of a being with its 
environment.” It suggests fundamental principles : 


1. We cannot escape from our own personalities, either in 
this world or the next. 

2. We cannot escape from God in this world or the next. 

3. Nor from our record of sin in an unchangeable past. 

4. There must be a harmonization with our environment. 

5. Our environment consists unalterably in respect of three 
things: Our own natures; God; our record of past sin. 

6. To be at peace, we must give supremacy to our best 
faculties at their best development. 

7. We must be delivered from the love of sin. 

8. And from the guilt of sin. 

9. By repentance we are not free from the guilt of past 
sin, and hence, for harmonization with our environment, we 
need not only present harmony with God, but a screen from 
the guilt of sin in the past. 

10. We therefore need not only a new birth, but an atone- 
ment for the guilt of sin. 

11. This atonement is an accomplished fact, actually pro- 
vided to meet our needs. 

12. No man is saved by the atonement, who does not 
maintain a predominant harmony of similarity with God. 

13. The most effective design of the atonement is to free 
us from the love of sin. 


Mr. Cook proceeded to illustrate these points in a 
rapid, glowing, and unreportable manner. The deserter 
who finally comes back into the ranks, and is ready 
henceforth to fight in all loyalty, may be received, but 
not on at once the same footing with him who has 
always been loyal—while not saved without works, yet 
not dy works. Lady Macbeth in her night-walk, wring- 
ing her guilty hands, was introduce with dramatic 
effect as illustrating the demand of the conscience for 
atonement. But had Lady Macbeth lived in Boston in 
these mild and lovely days of a rose-scented theology, 
she might not have gone insane. Never was there a 
better treatise on conscience than “ Lady Macbeth,” un- 
less it was “ Richard the Third.” The charge that the 
atonement is inconsistent with the highest demands for 
and development of virtue, Mr. Covk proceeded to re- 
fute, first, by definitions, reserving other lines of refuta- 
tion for succeediag lectures. Definition, at least on 
theological points, sharp and luminous, was well-nigh a 
lost art in Boston. . . . A good hit was given at the 
“ nescience” of the savants who banish God and religion 
into the nebulosity of the unknown, with a sly hit at 
Prof. Proctor and other lofty speculators on si lar pbysics 
and the like. He free'y confessed his own ‘‘ nescience” 
as to the final cooling of the sun and the philosophical 
end of the present system of the universe,—’‘ but that 
ignorance of solar physics doesn’t stop me from know- 
ing something about optics.” Some things, at least, 
we can see with the inner eye as well as the outer 
eye. He also hit at the “slovenly omuiscience” which 
is the bane of our press and pulpits. Then he 
gave these six defiaitions: Of conversion—the uisi- 
tion of a predominant similarity of feeling with God. 
Of sanctification—the acquisition of a complete simi- 
arity of feeling with God. Of perdition—the perma- 
nent loss of a predominant desire to be holy. A man 


may goon and on, loving what God hates, and hating 
what God loves, until it becomes a chronic incapacity to 
be holy. . . . Tne word predominant was emphasized. 


They who are lost may have some impulses to be holy. 
But there is such a thing as the permanent leadership of 
the strongest motives. "Phe next defiaition was that of 
salvation—the permanent deliverance both from the love 
aud guilt of sin. Of saving faith—the conviction of the 
intellect that God in Christ is, and the affectionate 
choice of him as Lord. In three words: Loyalty to God 
—and to God in all his offices—both as Saviour and 
Lord, Of atonement—Carisi’s sacrificial chastisement 
substituted for man’s punishment, preserving the honor 
of the divine law, pod yet rendering ible the salva- 
tion of all men, and securing the salvation of all who 
affectionately choose Christ as both Saviour and Lord, 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


{Information fer this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.) 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 
Missouri, State, at Kansas City 





May 16-18, 1876. 














Tllinois, State, at JacksoOnville.........ccccccccscceseeseereeeseees May 23-25, 1876. 
Maine, State, at Belfast..........ccccccccccrreccscrccreccccerensssecere May 23-25, 1876, 
New York, State, at Utica. June 6-8, 1876 
Nebraska, State, at Fr t June 6-8, 1876, 
Indiana, State, at Fort Wayme..............ccccccsceeeserserenseenes June 6-8, 1876. 
a Ss GEE Bee ieivenpnnsescevcntcccccccssnceccccenscossesepesonsen June 6-8, 1876. 
Connecticut, State, at Wimsted............ccccccccsssereeeecseseeess June 6-8, 1876 
Pennsylvania, State, at Reading..............cccsersceseeere June 13-15, 1876. 





Minnesota, State, at Stillwater. 
Iowa, State, at Council Bluffs. June 20 22. 1876. 
Kentucky, State. at Frankfort. Inne M-28, 1276, 
Vermont, State, at St. AlbamB.............ccceceseesesereesees October 70-12, 1876, 
WOW JOR, BOMB. carcccecsccssecscrccccescossecscsonsncooncese November 14-16, 1876. 


June 13-15, 1876. 








Assembly for Central New York, at Cazenovia Lake, June 13-22, 1876 
Conference, at Sea Grove, N. J............ssececreeeeeeeee June 25, July 2, 1876 
Assembly of the Northwest, at Clear Lake, lowa...June 27-July 5, 1876 
Parliament, at Well’s Island, St. Lawrence River....... July 18-26, 1876. 
Centennial Assembly, at Ocean Grove, N. J. «- July 22-80, 1876. 
Chautauqua Assembly, at Fair Point, N. Y.........c..04. August 1-15, 1876. 





NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men’s 
Christian Assoeiation. Led by the Rev. Principal Cavan, of Knox 
College. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 3 p.m. Led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 


New Haven, Conn., Union Normal-class, with lesson study, second 
Monday evening of each month, in different churches. 


Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening. in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


New York, Normal-class (Union), meets every Thursday at 4.45 p.m., 
in the chapel of Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Church. Ralph 
Wells, conductor. 


New York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Cuion), at the Fulton Stret 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday, at 4 P.M. 

New York, Primary Normal-class (Union), at the chapel of Madison 
Square Presbyterian Church, every Saturday, at 3 p.m. 


New York, Sunday School Teachers’ Association (Union), at the 
Broadway Tabernacle, corner of Thirty-fourth Street and Sixth 
Avenue, on the third Monday evening of each month. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Foreign Sunday School Association, meets on the 
first Thursday of each month, at 3 p.m., at No. 130 State Street, 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Union), at the First Reformed Church, 
rear of City Hall. Ralph Wells, conductor. Every Thursday 
evening. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study in the Y. M. ©. A. 
Hall, every Saturday at 4 p.m. Led during May by the Rev. 
Joseph Wild, D.D. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, at the Hanson Place, Meth. 
Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each month, ex- 
cept July and August, 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
noon ; a'so. every Thursday evening; both at the Y. M.C. A. Hall, 
No. 1210 Chestnut Street. 


Baltimore, Md., Meeting of Infant-class teachers every Saturday, at 
4 P.M., at No. 8 North Charles Street. 


St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday in Dr. 
Post’s Church, corner Tenth and Locust Streets. Led by the Rev. 
Cc. A. Van Anda. 


Bt. Louis, Teachers’ Association (Union), meets for Institute work 
the first Tuesday evening of each month, in Dr. Post’s church. 


Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. 


Burlington, lowa, Sunday School Association, (Union), meets for 
Institute work on the First Wednesday evening of each mouth. 


Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the Y. M.C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. A. T. Pierson. 


HUDSON COUNTY ASSOCIATION, NEW 
JERSHY. 
NOTEWORTHY series of Sunday-school Institutes 
has recently been carried out by the above-named 
association. The field is districted, and each district 
is visited in turn with a series of short, sharp, effective 
meetings. Asa sample of the whole, the work in their 
Eighth District, which includes the heights about 
Jersey City, may be cited. 

The programme defiaed the boundaries of the district 
and gave its official organization. It also laid down in 
a straight-forward, business like way, the plans for these 
meetings, and the expectations concerning them. The 
pastors within the district preached sermons on the Sab- 
bath preceding introductory to the Institutes. Their 
themes and the hours of their preaching were announced 
upon the programme, Tous the meetings were widely 
advertised, and pastors and people were all enlisted. 
Some of the churches for special reasons could not fall 
into this preaching arrangement. These churches were 
all specified upon the programme, and the reasons of 
their non- conformity were given, so that no misappre- 
hension concerning their omissions could exist. 

At the first session of the Eighth District series, the 
meeting was held in the West End Reformed Caurch. 





In addition to some local work, the Rev. Dr. John Hall 
spoke upon, “ Bible Study.” The second session was 
held upon the following evening in the same charch, 
Ralph Wells speaking upon, “ The lesson for the fol- 
lowing Sabbath as illustrating certain normal principles 
of teaching.” The third session was held after a few 
days interval, at the Lafayette Reformed Church. By 
this removal a new circle of hearers was reached, while 
the former attendants were not debarred by a great dis- 
tance from the privilege of this session. The Rev. George 
A, Peltz addressed this meeting upon “The Teacher’s 
Requisites.” A conversation followed upon “School 
Management and Helps,” in which many valuable sug- 
gestions were elicited. For the fourth session another 
remove was made. It was held on the next evening, in 
the school-room of the Emory Methodist Church, of 
Bergen. This is one of the model rooms of our country, 
it being built upon the Akron plan, and beautifully 
finished. The Rev. George A. Peltz spoke here upon 
‘Q1estions and Answers as instruments of Teaching.” 
The answering of practical questions followed the ad- 
dress. The last meeting of this series was held, after a 
two days’ interval, in the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, on Friday evening, May 5. At this meeting 
the home talent was brought out. The Rav. J. W. 
Cowens spoke upon “ Our Bible-class Scholars ;”’ Prof 
W. Hasbrouck, M. D., spoke upon “The Sabbath-school 
as a National Defense ;” G. W. Clerihew gave a Black- 
board Exercise; and W. H. Satton spoke upon “ How 
shall the teacher prepare for his work ?” 

In addition to the addresses named above, two special 
features were introduced, which proved very interesting. 
For the third session, the question was proposed, “ How 
shall we care for young converts in our schools?” Let- 
ters in answer to this inquiry had been asked from the 
Rev. Drs. Tyng, Jr., Ormiston, Hepworth, MacArthur, 
Sabine, and Booth. From their replies a very valuable 
abstract was made, which was read to the meeting. 

For the last session two questions had been propounded, 
namely: (1) What are the essential qualities of a Sun- 
day-school tescher? (2) How shall we secure the con- 
version of our scholars? To these questions, any person 
was at liberty to send answers, and these answers were 
referred to a committee, and by them were digested and 
reported back to the meeting. 

The president of this county association, and the 
leader in all this work, is Richard R. Green, of Ho- 
boken, N. J. 


Sullivan County, Tennessee, held its convention of 
Sunday-school workers at’ Bristol, on April 27, 28. 
Among other cheering items reported, was the fact that 
a large number of schools had been kept open through 
the winter, with no diminution in the average attendance. 
Jefferson County, of the same state, held its meeting on 
the same days, with large attendance and satisfactory 
results. 


IN PROSPECT. 


ORAIN Oounty, Ohio, holds its eighth annual con- 
vention at Penfield, May, 23, 24. 
Mitchell County, Iowa, holds its ninth annual Sun- 
day-school convention at Stacyville, May 16. 
The Baptist State Sunday School Convention of Ver- 
mont is to meet at Poultney, May 31 and June 1. 


The Universalist State Sunday School Convention of 
New Hampshire, is to meet at Nashua, June 20, 21. 











East Tennessee holds its sixth annual Sunday-schoo! 
convention at Athens, on May 18,19. Llustrative exer- 
cises are blended with practical discussions, and much 
good work is included in the programme, 

Iowa holds its State convention at Council Bluffs, 
not as heretofore announced upon June 13.15, but upon 
June 20-22. This is one week later than its usual time. 
Toe convention is not a delegated body, but a mass- 
convention, and the entertaining city issues the follow- 
ing generous message: ‘‘ Council Bluff sends fraternal 
greeting, and cordially invites Central and Eastern 
Iowa to vie with the West in securing the fullest repre- 
sentation at this convention. The hospitable homes and 
Christian hearts of her people will be opened wide to 
give you the warmest reception.” 





At Winsted, Connecticut, the State Sunday School 
Convention mests Jane 6-8. The scheme of work as 
now agreed upon is as follows: 1. The Teacher's Text 
Book. Address—‘ How the word of God came.” 2, The 





Sunday Schools of Connecticut. What has been done? 
What may be done? 3. The True Theory of the Sunday- 
school. A Normal exercise. 4 Zhe Theory Applied : 
In preparation. (1.) Personal—(a.) Of the Superinten- 
dent. (5) Of the Teacher. (2.) Co-operative—(a.) In 
the’ Teacher’s-meeting. (5.) In the Normal-class. Jn 
Practice, (1) In the class. (2) In the desk. In ad- 
dition to the werk here outlined, Bible readings, prayer, 
promise, and praise services, with lesson study and other 
aids will be introduced. 

Missouri has issued the programme for its eleventh 
annual meeting, which will be held at Kansas City, May 
1618. The merest outline of the work proposed is 
announced, But one speaker is named—the one wh» 
is to welcome the convention. For the first session is 
announced, ‘‘ Mass-meeting.” For the second session, 
“ Devotional exercises; Organization; Address of wel- 
come,—Rev. J. G. Roberts; What are we here for?” 
The third session’s work is “ Devotional exercises; Re- 
ports—State, county; Excuses; Methods.” The fourth 
session’s work is simply “Ohildren’s-meeting.” The 
next, “ Devotional exercises; The word; How to study ; 
—Teach ; R-sults; Unfinished Business.” The final ses- 
sion is for “ Parting Words.” 


Cincinnati has arranged for a Religious Centennial 
celebration, during the week beginning Sunday, June 4. 
The programme provides for sermons upon the open- 
ing day, by the ministers of the respective churches, 
on topics of their own selection. Monday evening 
all the churches meet for prayer and praise. The 
next three days are given up to essays, conferences, 
children’s meetings, and open air services. Friday is the 
Sunday school festival day. All the schools of the city 
and its vicinity, some two hundred in all, are-expected 
to join in parade, with music and banners; addresses 
and refreshments not to be ignored. The topics upon 
which essays and addresses are expected on the days of 
conference, cover the whole range of Christian work in 
its multiform sub-divisions. The leading Christian men 
of Cincinnati are engaged in this effort. 

Nebraska has secured the services of Ralph Wells, for 
her State Sunday school gathering. They meet at 
Fremont, June 6-8. Their programme is as follows : 

Tue Worp.—(1) Studying the Book; (2) Teaching the 
Book; (3) The International lessons; (4) Scripture geo- 
graphy. 

Tuer Worx.—(1) Reports from State and Counties; (2) 
Value of reports and statistics in our Sunday-school work ; 
(3) How to win non-attendants to Sunday-school; (4) How 
to increase the number and efficiency of our schools. 

Tsar WorxksHorp.—(1) County Conventions and Insti- 
tutes—iheir object and value. (2) How to organize and 
conduct a teachers’-meeting ; (3) The quarterly review illus- 
trated ; (4) Method of infant-class teaching ; (5) The litera- 
ture of the school. 

Tue Worrers.—(1) A Christian minister’s influence in 
the Sunday-school; (2) The superintendent as a teacher ; 
(3) Power of sympathy in the Sunday-school teacher; (4) 
How can the latent power of the churches be called forth to 
meet the pressing claims af the Suaday-school ? 





The conference at Sea Grove, New Jersey, which is to 
meet June 25 to July 2 is assuming definite and prom- 
inent shape. The following speakers have been en- 
gaged to address the conference: Caancellor Crosby, 
Rav. Des. Herrick Johnson, J. T. Duryea, J. H. Vin- 
cent, Wm. Ormiston, P. 8. Henson, Richard Newton, 
J. L. Withrow, Warren Rindo)ph, Charles F. Deems. 
In addition to addresses from these brethren, the Rav. 
R. 8. Green, of New York, Messrs. H. ©. McCook, 
of Philadelphia, and J. A. Worden, of Ohio, will 
take prominent part in the normal-class exercises. 
“Conversations” on the Management and Teaching cf 
Primary-classes, will be conducted by Mrs.G B, Alden 
amd by Mrs. Geo. Partridge. Profs. W. F. Sherwin and 
Wm. Johnson will conduct the music, aided by the 
Hayes Quartette, and Payson’s orchestra, of the Sea 
Grove House. Frank Beard, the celebrated artist, will 
give specimens of his inimitable chalk caricatures and 
illustrations of Bible themes. Sea Grove is on the sea- 
shore at the mouth of the Delaware bay, at the steam- 
boat landing, two and half hours from Philadelphia by 
railroad, and twenty minutes from Cape May by horse 
railroad. There is a fine roofed pavilion, capable of 
seating an immense congregation. There are three large 
hotels at the Grove, and unlimited hotel accommoda- 
tions at Cape May. Sunday-school friends of”: de- 
nominations, who come to the Centennial early in Jane, 
are cordially invited to include the Sanday-school 
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conference in their route. For circulars, address J, 
Bennet Tyler, 1334 Chestnut Street, Pailadelphia, Pa. 


PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King- 
dom of God is nigh at hand. 


—_—~—.- -— 


N 1875 there were in the Moravian Sunday-schools of 
the United States 773 teachers and 6 194 scholars, an 
increase over 1874 of 18 teachers and 116 scholars. 


—More than 1,100 scholars and teachers are connected 
with the Sunday-school of the Tremont Temple Baptist 
Ohurch in Boston, Of these upwards of 600 are above 
fourteen years of age. 


—In East Tennessee, the indefatigable Sunday-school 
missionary, the Rev. Isaac Emory, recently made a tour 
on horseback, of six counties in his field, riding upwards 
of 200 miles. organizing ten new schools and aiding 
several others, 


—In the Sunday-school of the Reformed Church, 
South Bend, Ind, with an aggregate membership of 194, 
the average attendance is 150. Fifty-seven members of 
this school have been neither absent nor late since the 
opening of the new year, while thirty-seven more have 
been late only once in the same period. The school 
holds its session on Sunday morning, at nine o’clock. 


—A missionary in Minnesota organized a Sunday- 
school in Sherburne Oouaty last spring. It was the first 
religious service ever held in the settlement. Recently 
he organized a Union Society there of seventeen mem- 
bers, soon to bea church. More recently he visited a 
neighboring settlement where he organized a Sunday- 
school through the instrumentality of a little girl of 
fifteen years, and held, with another, a series of meet- 
ings with intense interest, increasing at the last accounts 


—The Rev. William P. Paxson, superintendent of the 
missionary work of the American Sunday School Uaion 
in the South-western District, comprising the S:ates of 
Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, and Louisiana, reports work 
done from March 1, 1875 to March 1, 1876, thus: New 
schools organized 280, having 1329 teachers and 12 392 
scholars; schools visited and aided 543, having 2 294 
teachers and 19867 scholars; Bibles and Testamen's 
given, 5,000, Value of books and papers placed $1,923 63 
Missionaries in commission, 6, Sermons and addresses, 
778. 


—A good beginning for the Centennial year has been 
made in one of the schools of the American Sunday 
School Union in Tennessee. A missionary writes of it: 
“Several of the scholars have found the Saviour since 
the year began, This school is remarkable for the num- 
ber of conversions in it since its organization, eight 
years ago. A young man who became a Ohristian there, 
soon after the school began, and was a faithful teacher 
in it, moved three miles away, and became superinten- 
dent of another school which had nearly died out. For 
two years be has walked eight miles on Sundays to keep 
it up: and now the good seed carefully sown has sprung 
up. A very interesting revival has been in progress in 
the church and school for several weeks. Some twenty 
have found Christ, and others are inquiring the way to 
him,” 


—Statistics from the Sunday-schools of the Brooklyn 
Sunday School Union as compiled by Mr, John R. 
Morris, secretary of the Union, are given as follows in 
the Brooklyn Eagle: 


Returns have been received, so far, from 218 schools, 
which are divided up as follows: 

The Episcopal denomination reports 26 schools, 1,084 
teachers and officers, 8,447 scholars, 309 conversions, 

Congregational—14 schools, 728 officers and teachers, 
6,268 scholars, 207 conversions, 

Mcthodist—44 schools, 1,611 officers and teachers, 14,729 
scholars, 560 conversions. 

Baptist—26 schools, 1,005 officers and teachers, 8,767 
scholars, 316 conversions. 

Presbyterian —24 schools, 997 officers and teachers, 9,413 
echolars, 297 conversions. 

Reformed—13 schools, 581 officers and teachers, 4,462 
scholars, 223 conversions, 

Lutheran—6 schools, 140 officers and teachers, 1,289 
scholars, 182 conversions. 

Moravian—1 school, 21 officers and teachers, 148 scholars. 

Independent—2 sc \ools, comprising those attached to the 
Gospel Church and Union Tabernacle. They have 49 offi- 
cers and teachers, and 116 scholars. 

Quakers—1 school, 10 officers and teachers, 55 scholars. 

Universalists—3 schools, 82 officers and teachers, 723 
scholars, 





The largest school in the city is the Bethel Mission, which 
has reported, up to January 1, an attendance of 1,310 « ffi- 
cers, teachers, and scholars. The Throop Avenue Mission re- 
ports an average attendance of 1,267 ; the Brooklyn Taber- 
nacle (Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage, pastor) reports a weekly 
attendance of 1,224. The Central Congregational (Rev. Dr. 
Scudder’s) reports an attendance of 1,146; the Lee Avenue 
Congregational Sunday School (Rev. Dr. Eggleston, pastor) 
reports an average attendance of 1,180; the Greenpoint 
Presbyterian School an attendance of 1,097, and St. John’s 
M. E. Sunday School an attendance of 1,174. 

All the schools are reported as having increased largely in 
the number of scholars during the past year. The largest in- 
crease has been in the Central Congregational Sunday School, 
which had an attendance of 1,224 scholars one Sunday last 
March. The echool connected with the Church of the 
Pilgrims (Rev. R. 8. Storrs, pastor) is reported to have 
doubled its number since January, when George A. Bell 
became superintendent. 

—Messrs. Hall and Cree begin an evangelistic tour of 
New York State, May 15. 


—In Newark, New Jersey, a Flower Mission has been 
established by the Women’s Christian Association. 
Their beautiful offerings are to be carried to the various 
hospitals, and also to the sick poor of their city. 


—Under the influences of the evangelistic tour of 
Messrs. Hall and Oree, daily union prayer-meetings have 
been established at Galveston, Houston, and Dallas, in 
Texas; also a daily noon-day meeting in the Young 
Men’s Christian Association Rooms in St. Louis, Mis- 
souri. 


—In connection with the International Temperance 
Convention in Philadelphia, and beginning June 13, in 
Horticultural Hall, The Woman’s National Christian 
Temperance Uaion will hold a fair. Their announcement 
states, “R filing, chances, grab-bags, and everything 
else that is objectionable will absolutely be prohibited 
and prevented.” Centennial visitors who favor the tem- 
perance work, are desired to make a note of these facts. 


—It is evident that the progress of God’s kingdom 
among men is not without opposition. A recent address 
of the United Kingdom Alliance of Great Britain in- 
cludes the following statement of the increase of liquor- 
selling : 

Prior to the passing of the Beer Bill in 1830, the number 
of persons licensed to sell intoxicating liquors in England 
and Wales was 51,000, to a population of 13,500,000. In 
1870, with a population of 22,000,000, there are about 140,- 
000. Thus with a population not much above half as large 
again as in 1830, we have nearly three times the number of 
liquor shops. No wonder that, after such a creation and 
multiplication of influences for evil, we reap such a harvest 
of woe. And this vast expansion of the liquor traffic has 
not only deluged the country with indescribable woes, but 
it has created a power which carries out the unpatriotic ac- 
tion of putting first and foremost its own interests, and of 
sacrificing to these the general welfare of the nation; and 
though the nation has mourned, and good men have wept to 
ree the desolation caused by the drink traffic, our rulers have 
been influenced and scared by the supposed power of this 
great monopoly. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


MAY MAGAZINES. 


HE contents of the May At/antic has the merit of 
variety ; and while no one of the articles is partic- 
ularly noticeable, they jointly compose an entertaining 
number. Mr. Charles Hale, a brother of Edward Everett 
Hale, leads with a paper about The Khedive and His 
Court; Hezekiah Butterworth, a writer who appears to 
be taking the field that N. 8. Dodge lately occupied, 
contributes a bric-a-brac article on The Madness of 
George IIL; T. B. Aldrich tells us of a recent visit to 
the Pope; Frances Anne Kemble continues O'd Woman’s 
Gossip; and Mr. Howells completes his serial, Private 
Theatricals, The purely literary article of the number 
is one on The Literary Aspects of the Romantic School, 
by H. H. Boyesen. This is chiefly of Ludwig Tieck, the 
writer of fantastic German novels during the first half 
of the preseat century. Mr. Boyesen presents Tieck as 
“a kind of Goethe in miniature.” In his “ Literati’ 
papers several years ago, Edgar A. Poe affirmed that in 
this weird German story-teller he had discovered Haw- 
therne’s model and master. After the Battle of the Wil- 
derness (a collection of letters from a hospital), wedo not 
fiad very agreeable reading. To the poets for this month, 
the meed of praise seems to us due to Rose Terry Cooke 
for the bit entiled Tne Antietam Statue. The depart- 
ments of Recent Literature, Art, Music, and Education 
are carefully critical and instructive, 








The notable feature of Lippincott’s for May is the fifth 
paper of the series entitled The Century: its Fruits and 
its Festival, which describes the minor structures of the ex- 
hibition. These pspers are well and carefally written, 
and the illustrations that accompany the text are favor- 
ably chosen and delicately executed. Though such 
papers cannot make any pretention to form, as a whole, 
a compendium of the fruits of the century, they are 
among the better class of magazine articles. Professor 
James Morgan Hart writes, this month, of Berlin and 
Vienna, and shows that he has the knack of turning out 
an entertaining historic paper, as well as one on higher 
education. An Old House and its Story relates to 
Mount Pleasant mansion, on the Schuylkill River, once 
the country seat of Benedict Arnold, and bestowed by 
him as a marriage gift on his new-made bride in 1779. 
Sidney Lanier has wrought two delicate Rose-Morals 
into a skein of verse; Ivan Tourgueneff tells An Old 
Man’s Story in his peculiar fashion; Lady Baker con- 
tinues her Letters from South Africa; and T. S. Perry, 
one of the critics of the Atlantic and the Nation, reviews 
The Life of George Ticknor. 

The Galaxy contains nothing of remarkable excel- 
lence, but has several readable papers. Gen. Custer 
points out some of the beneficial effscts, such as they 
were, of the battle of Bull Run; Albert Rhodes phbiloso- 
phizes, and in a satisfactory way, concerning greedy 
wealth-hunters; Junius Henri Browne is less dry and 
cynical than usual in his gossipy essay on sleep; and 
Richard Giant White is humorous in writing ab ut vio- 
lins, Mr. White is by no means a critic only ; if he de- 
voted more time to pleasant articles like this, half story, 
half meditation, he would win more admirers than he 
does by his philological prowess. 

We do not remember that we have ever seen a better 
number of St. Nicholas than the May issue. The best 
thing in it is the first installment of T. B. Aldrich’s 
translation of Badollierre’s Histoire de Mere Michel et de 
son Chat, a favorite French juvenile classic. Fanny 
Faller translated it thirteen years ago, and IF’. Leypoldt 
brought it out, herein Pailadelphia; but Mr. Aldrich 
did not know it until he was well along with his own 
translation, which he had the good sense to finish. His 
version is sprightly enough, and is accompanied by very 
numerousand very amusing silhouettes. The other arti- 
cles are mostly brief, and embrace a wide variety of sub- 
jects interesting to the young folks. The latter will be 
specially interested, we take it, in the answer to the 
hard “ beheaded rhyme” puzzle in the April number. 

Wide Awake, too, is better than usual, especially in its 
pictures. One of its best articles is a well-written story 
by Edgar Fawcett, pointing a little moral against girlish 
pride. 





The Select Works of Tertullian, Edited by F. A. March, 
LL.D, with an introduction by Lyman Coleman, D D. 
New York: Harper & Brothers.—The experiment in 
which Prof. March and others at Lafayette are engaged, 
of using Christian classics instead of pagan classics in 
teaching Latin and Greek, is one of more than usual 
interest. The venture when first announced seemed a 
bold one, and not a few predicted failure. But year 
after year, as the scheme is developed, it approves itself 
as something practical. The volumes thus far issued, 
both Greek and Latin, have all the aidsin the way of 
notes and introductions that are used in our very best 
school classics, and the selection of treatises has been 
made with admirable judgment. This present volume, 
containing the select works of one of the greatest of the 
Latin fathers, is a model for scholarly accuracy and 
completeness. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Jesus of Nazareth: His Life for the Young. By Joseph 
P. Thompson, D.D. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.— 
Of lives of the Saviour there are not a few, but the story 
of hia sacred stay on earth has been less often told for 
children. The task is a hard one, and the ablest of 
writers have shrunk from it, preferring to leave the 
simple Gospel records as they are. But Dr. Thompson, 
who never writes a worthless book, has given us in this 
volume a valuable, and, in parts, beautiful work. No- 
thing in its pages jars upon the moat delicate of religious 
nerves, and the interest of the young reader is attracted 
at once by Dr. Thompson’s graceful style and attractive 
method of explanation. For Sunday-school workers and 
for older pupils the author has performed a service for 
which they will thank him; and, we fancy, his book 
will not be prized alone by those for whom it was pri- 
marily intended. (For sale by Porter & Coates.) 


The Mariner's Progress ; or, Captain Christian’s Voyage. 
By Duncan Macgregor. 


New York: Robert Carter & 
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Brothers,—This is an allegory well con- 
trived and sustained as adream. Takirg 
The Pilgrim’s Progress for his model, the 
author has written an instructive as wel) 
as an entertaining book; and earnest 
seekers for light may derive consolation 
and help from Captain Christian’s ¢xpe- 
rience and the way he metit. (For sale 
by The Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion.) 


PUBLICATIONS RECELY ED. 


[All books received will be promptly noticed 
under this head, The interests of our readers will 
guide us in making further notice.] 


THE BIBLE COMMFNTARY. Vol. VI.—Ezekiel. Dan- 
iel, and The Minor Prophets. Edited by F. C. 


Cook, M.A., canon of Exeter. &8vo., pp. 750 
Cloth, $5.00. New York Scribner, Armstrong 
&Co. Forsale by J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


THE GREEKS AND THE PERSIANS. By the Rev. G. 
W. Cox, M.A. With maps and ia les (Epochs 
of Ancient History). 12mo., pp 218. Cloth, $1.00 
New York: Scribner, Armstrong & Co. For 
sale by J B. Lippincott & Co. 


HARPER'S SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY. With maps and 
illustrations prepared expressly for the work 
by eminent American arusts. New York: Har- 
per & Brothers. For sale by J. B. Lippincott & 
Co. 


THE DitemMA. A novel. By the author of The 
Baule of Dorking. (Library of select novels, 
No. 462.) Price, 75 cents, New York: Harper 


& Brothers. For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Uo. 


THE SYLVAN GEAR AND THE UNKNOWN RIVER. 
(One a By Philip Gilbert Hamerton. 
12mo., pp. 338. Price, $2.00. Boston: Roberts 
Brothers For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


THE LIFE oF Jesus CHRIST, THE SON OF Gop: as 
compiled frum the four gospel narratives, lémo. 
pp. 382. Clowh, $1.25. Boston: othrop & 
co. For sale by Garrigues Brothers. 


THE LIFE AND LetreRS OF LORD MACAULEY. By 
bis nephew, G. Otto Trevelyan. 2vols. Volz. 
8vo. oth, $250. New York: Harpers & Bros. 
For sale by J. P. Lippiucott & Co. 


MEDITATIONS ON THE ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY 
By R. Laird Collier, D.D._12mo., pp. 138. Price, 
$1.25. Bostou: Koberts Brothers, For sale by 
J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


CHRISTINA ROSSETTI’S POEMS. 
vised and enlarged. 
poate Brothers. 


Author’s edition, re- 
Price, $150. Boston: 
For sale by J. B. Lipp.ncott 


MOTHER WEstT’s NEIGHBORS. By Mrs. Jane Dunbar 
Chaplin. Price 9) cents boston: American 
Tract Society. For sale by Garrigues Bros. 


THE ReEscur. By W. W. Newell, D.D. Price 10 
ceuts. Boston: American Tract Society. For 
sale by Garrigues Bros. 


SoNnGs OF THE Cross, for the Sabbath-school. Py E. 
S. Lorenz. Dayton, Ohio: United Brethren 
Publishing House. 


Wycu Hazev. By Susan and Anna Warner. Price 
$2.00 New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. For 
saie by J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL MANUAL FOR 1876. For su 
teudents, teachers, hbrarians, etc. New 
Dodd, Mead & Co Co. 


7 a OBITUARY. 


Entered into rest April 7 at New Brighton, Staten 
Island, A0GF STA MELVILLE, of Gansevoort, 
Saratoga Co, 

In the ho res a joyful resurrection and the life 
of the world to come, this useful and beautiful iife 
passed from earth. Kndeared t» a large circie of 
relatives and friends, : he leayes behinu her a rec- 
ord such as few women in ordinary lifedo. To 
rare qualities of mind and heart which gave her 
character a peculiar charm, were added such Chris- 
tian vi tues, and firm un-weiving faiih, as will 
long remain, and make their impress upon ail 
who came within the influence of her earnest 

iet 
. Daring much suffering her intelligence still re- 
maiued clear, and her words of Christian trust and 
resignation through her illness betokened the re- 
ality of her religious charac er. 

May the memories of this blessed Easter-tide 
briog hope aud comfort to those who mourn. 

“Pianted in the likeness of his death,” she 
“Shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.” 
Easter Suni ay, 1876. J.L. P. 


rin- 
ork: 











“BUSINESS: ~DEPAKIMEN'! B. 


THE BiBLE-STUDENT 8 COMPANION con- 
tains the Bible Text-Book, with all its 
indexes, tables, maps, a new, complete 
table of proper names, their meaning and 
pronunciation, and our new Pocket Con- 
cordance, all on fice Bible paper, b und 
in limp or stiff cloth. $150, postage 12 
cents. The American Tract Society pub- 





lish it. Address, 1512 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 
SPECIAL Nur 110Es. 
Drs. STRONG'S REMEDIAL INSTITUTE, 8 Baratoga 
Springs, N. has Turkish, Russian, Sulphur, Hy 
a9 thic, an Electro-Thermal Baths. Pauctioor 


other facilities for the cure of Nervous, Lung, 
| ee and Chronic Diseases. For full particu- 
lars, send for circular. 
Stove Lia Lifter ently $10. postpaid for 50 
cents. Stewart Manutacturiog Co., Pitt isburg, Pa. 


Grand Centennial Organ, 


Main Building, East Gallery, wiite. 
Our Mr. Kilburn will be in constant attendance 
during the seasun of the Exhibition to receive our 
friends aud a.l interested, and to transact any 
wy ¢ 
tL & G.G. HOOK & HASTINGS, Boston, 





MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 
"EVERY PIANO IN AMERICA SHOULD BE GRACED BYACOPY.” 


$5000, 


—IN COLD— 


WAS PAID BY THE 
WOMEN’S CENTENNIAL COMMITTEES 


FOR 


RICHARD WAGNER’S 


entNO CENTENNIAL MARCH 


Now Arranged for Piano by 


THEODORE THOMAS, 


(Played by his Orchestra nightly), 
And Published by 


JOHN CHURCH &CO., 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


Price $1, on receipt of which it will be sent by mafl, 
For sale by Music Dealers every-where. 


JUST PUBLISHED 
By LOUIS MEYER, 1418 Chestnut St, Phila. 


THE CENTENNIAL. 


No. 1. Grand International Medley, (Potpourri 
Internationale,) Containing the Na- 
tional Airs of all the princtpal Na- 
tions of the World. For 7 bi C. 








F. Blandner... sees $1.00 
No. 2. Star Spangled Banner, “Variations, C. EF. 

II asi setts Cots ecbcsantsserccrcevesicts 60 
No. 3. Hail Columbia, Variations.............0.c000008+ 60 
No. 4 Columbia the Gem of the Ocean............. 60 
No. 6. Centennial Hymn, (Solo or Chorus,) m 

FP, FRI Oc scan verscceresemmcensccenensccess 
No. 6. The Heroes of the Repabiie, (Song and 

Chorus,) EZ. Foz... 40 
No. 7. Centennial March, P. ‘Zeus Sececscenos bhioseaaee 40 


TJustrated with a beautiful colored design of the 
flags of the principal nations. Sent postpaid on 
receipt of the marked price. 


DODLY PEARL 


FOR THE 
SABBATH-SCHOOL,. 








superintendents should examine this 
beautiful hymn-book before mak- 
ing a selection. Send for a specimen 
copy, 35 cents. $30 per 100. 
JO SOHN J J - HOOD, 
__ Publisher. 608 A.ch Street. Philadelphia. Pa. 


- MUSIC BOOKS! 


Centennial Collection “0 National 
rr -7 (In boards 50 cts., aper, 40 cts.] 
A truly elegant and attractive = ection of the 
Patriotic Sungs of all nations, arranged for Solo 
or Chorus Singing, and especially fitted to the 
celebrations of this year, 


ainene Waters. (30 cts.) By D. F. Hopczs. 

No better book of the kind has ever appeared. 
For Conferences, Praise Meetiugs, Prayer Mecet- 
ings, Camp Meetings, ete. Hymns and music 
all in perfect taste, and of a high order. 

Dictionary of Musical Information. 
{$1.25.) The only Musical Dictionary, and a 
most convenient book of reference, 

Shining River. (35 ets.) This charming 
Sabbath-school Song Book is received with 
great favor, and is worthy of universal adop- 
tion, 

High School Choir. [(%1.00.] In extensive 
use in Academies, Semina:ies, and High 
Schools. Music in two, three, and four parts, 

The Peoples’ Chorus Book. ($1.00.) Each 
glee or chorus is a gem, and as a collection of 
glees is qnite equal to anything of the kind that 
has appeared. 

Any book sent, post-paid, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO. 
BOSTON. 
©. H. Ditson & Co.,|J. E. Ditson & Co., 
ii BROADWAY, SUCCESSORS 10 LER & WALKER, 
New York. _ Philadelphia. 


SONGS OF FAITH. 


By J. H. TENNEY anp E. A. HOFFMAN. 


The latest and best collection for 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, DEVOTIONAL, 
AND CAMP-ME TINGS, 

Containing the mort popular of the 


MOODY and SANKEY SONGS, 


Including “ Hold the Fort,” “ What shall the Har- 
vest be,” “‘ Ninety-and-Nine,” “ Yet ihere is Room,” 
ete.. together with contributions from the popular 
writers of the day. Price, $30 per hundred, or $3 60 
per dozen. Specimen copy sent, post- paid, on re- 
ceipt of 35 cents. 


S. BRAINARD’S SONS, Publishers, 
CLEVELAND, 0. 





REVIVAL, 


2:1 8s. Eigth rm oo 
turer of Umbrell»s, and Headquarters for Novel- 
ties, Fans, Combs, Jet and Fancy Jewelry, Leather, 
Toilet, and Ornamental Goods, at the lowest prices, 
Look for name and number. 


H. DIXON, 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


POPULAR BOOKS. 


BY JULIA A. EASTMAN. 
Striking for the Right. The $1000 Prize Book. 





Large 16m0. T[lustrated ...........ccecee cee cceeeees 1.75 
Also an edition of the same. at the request of 
FRO PHes, MAA. BAC, PC. Asececerccccensscocsesseoces 
School Days of Benlah Romney l6mo. Dus. 1! = 
Kitty Kent’s Troubles. 14mo, Dlustrated........ Lit 
The Romney’s of Ridgemont. 16mo,. lllus.. 150 
Young Rick. 6 fnll- Page enemas nape Ele- 
gant bi ding... - 1,00 


D. LOTH ROP « co... ‘Publishers, 
32 Franklin St., Boston. 


A New Cheap | Sunday-SchooiLibrary 


Just ready—Martien’s Cheap Sunday-school Laren, 
No. t, containing 60 Choice [llustrated volumes, I 
mo, bound in cloth, gilt backs, gut inclosed in a 
neat wooden case. Price = $20 net. No dis- 
count from this price to Sunday-schools. 25 cata- 
logues will be furnished with each Library. 


ALFRED MARIILEN, Publisher, 
2 Soush Seveurh Street. Philadelphia. 





ee 


THE SABBATH-SCHOO!, TEACHER'S 
COMMENTARY. 


ABBOTT ON ACTS. 


One Volume, Beautifully Lilastrated. 
Price, (postpaid) $1.75. 
A DISCOUNT ON QUANTITIES. 
BS The “ International Lessons” in the Book of 
Acts continue through 1876 and 1877—two years! 


PUBLISHED BY 


A. §. BARNES & COMPANY, 


111 & 118 William St., 118 & 115 State St., 
NEw YORK. CHICAGO, 


CENTENNIAL 8. %. - LIBRARIES, 


No.1. 50 vols., 18mo., uniformly bound, well il- 
lustrated, good paper. Bold only in sets, ard in a 
neat case. Reduced from $26.30 to $15.00, n 








No. 2. 50 vols., 16mo., tastefully bound, noaly in 
style, 1d Paper, fully illustrated. Many of the 
books , $1.25, and $1.50 each, retail. In neat 


wean ae Reduced from $51.76 to $26 00, net. 
Sold only in sets. Rare bargains, Forwarded at 
—— of parties ordering. 

ll catalogues mailed on application. Send for 
list of 150 Sunday-school Concert Exercises. 


CHRISTIAN LABORERS 


During seasons of Rev:val interest, are invited to 
this list of invaluable helps by 


ANNA SHIPTON. 


Asked of God. Secret of the Lord. 
Wayside Service. Watch Tower. 
Cot on the Rock. Following Fully. 


Waiting Hours. Promise and the Promiser. 
Price, per vol.: Cloth, 75c.; Ill. Paper Covers, 25c. 


By REV. W. E. “E. BOARDMAN. 
Higher Christian Life. | He that Overcometh. 


Cloth, $1.: 0 each ; Stiff Cover, $1.00 each 
Answers to Prayer; or, Dorothea trudell Cloth, 
$1.00; Ill. Paper Cover, 50c. 
Blood of Jesus. Cloth, 40c.; Tl. Pooer Cover, 20c. 
Mailed, prepaid, on receipt of price. 
HENRY HOYT, 9 ) Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 


An Invaluable Companion. 
WEBSTER’S 


POCKET DICTIONARY 


Of the English Language. 


Abrid pa aon.) Webster’s Quarto, illustrated with 
neurly NDRED Engravings on Wood. 
This Babee Bn es a careful selection of more 
than 18,000 of the most impor:ant words of the lan- 

uage. The introduct on contains, besides the 

ctorial Illustrations, Tables of M_ney, Weight, and 
Mea ure, Ab rev ations, Words, Phrases, Proverbs, 
&c., from the Greek, the Latin, and the Moderu 
Foreign Languages, Rules for Spelling, &c., <&c.; 
making altogether the most complete and useful 
pocket companion extant. It is beautifully printed 
on tinted paper, and bound in Morocco, Tucks, gilt 
edges, $1. For sale everywhere. 

Sent by mail on receipt of the price. 


IVISON, BLAKFMAN, TAYLOR & CO. 
PUBLISHERS, 
138 and 140 Grand Street, New York. 


j NEW 


SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS 


PUBLISHED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT =. PRILADA. 


OEACON GIBBS’ ENEMY. A Capital Tem- 

peranes Story. By Mrs. A. K. Dunning. I6mo. 
rice $1.25. 

—— PICTURES, Six Books in a Box. 
2.10. 

ALICE DUNBAR. A Story of the Times of 
John Knox. Price 60 cents. 

MR. WARNER’S HOUSEHOLD. Price 55 
cents. 

THE DAWN OF LIGHT. A Story of the 
Zenana Mission. Price 65 cents. 

THE PEDDLER OF LA GRANGE. 
Martha Farquharson. Price 55 cents, 








By 


Please address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 


= a ee a me 


New TURKISH BATHS, 1013 Wiidieiasi St 





AGENTS WANTED. 


ENTENNIAL } 
>» $5,000 SOLD. 
URIOSITY. | 


Perfect and beautiful fac-similies of the original 





draft of the Declaration «f Independence of our 
United States, in the handwriting of Jeffersou, » ith 
— tious asm de by Adams and Franklin, Jwy 
4:h, 6. Pamphlet form, in four eolors, eleganily 
Cotes 50 cen 8 each Spee imen sheets free Send 
tor one. Great: du ements to «gents and = tat ~—— 


EMPIRE PUBLISHING CO., Troy, N. Y. 





$1) a day at Nein ale Wanted. Outfit and 
terms free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Me, 


$4.2 i 





A WEEK. Agents wanted everywhere. 
Business permanent and fi For 
further particulars address 

J. KENNEDY & CO., Richmond, Indiana. 





LNSUR ANCE. 


"OLDEST, LARGEST & BEST." 





IN THIS 


CENTENNIAL YEAR. 


yl 
Ul 
INSURANCE CO., 


Life and Accidont 





CASH ASSETS, - $3,755,000. 
CASH SURPLUS. $1,300,000. 





The Travelers Life and Accident 'nsur?nce Company 
has written over 400,000 General Accident Poli- 
cies in the past twelve years. It has paid 24 000 
claims arising under those Policies, being one in 
ever, seventeen of the whole number insured. It 
It has thus distributed to its Accident Policy- 
holders or their heirs, more than $2,300 000. 

Accident Poiicies written by anyauthorized agent, 
without delay. No medical examination required. 
Get a Yearly Policy. covering all risks of accident. 

Lile and Endowment Policies of all approved furms, 
at Low Cash Rates. Ample security, liberal and 
definite contract. Has writ en over 24,000 Life 
Policies. All Losses paid in Cash. 





JAS G. BATTERSON. President. 
RODNEY DENNIS, Secretary. 


Wm. W. Allen, Agent and Attorney, 
112 South Fourth St, Philadelphia. 
S. G. Wright, Special Agent, 


Cor. Third and Chestnut Sts. 
Agents Breare here. 


THE PENN MUTUAL | 


LIFE INSURANCE CO., OF PHILADELPHIA, 


ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $5,504,329.24. 


The Penn is a purely Mutual Company. All of its 
surplus premiums are returned to the members 
every year, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest 
possible rates, All policie- non-forfeitable for their 
value. Endowment policies issued at life rates. 
Agents Wanted Apply to H. %, STEPHENS, Vice- 
President, 921 Chestnut St., i siaieatiat htea 


EX! URSIONS. 





: Need XCUR SII N COMMITTEES 

: ne s3 S OF CHURCHES 

Scnvule, Loag’s, etc , cau engage the commodivus 

floaung Lente John Neilson. Give us acall 

before comp eteing arrangements 

OrFicg, No, 18 North Delaware Ave., Philad’a. 

JOHN LAUGHLIN, Superintendent. 

No liquor sold on board. 


casSespEXCURSION 5 OF CHUR: HES 


uuu sou Cau HOW @Cligege safe and com- 
Stable b bvats to the differeut Groves on the River 








COMMITTEES. 


and Bay, for from $75 to $00 —according to distance 
and number. Apply between 8a.M.and3P M. 
B. TAGGART, 


104 North Wharv es, Philadelphia. 


Greatly Improved; 
lined leather ends. No 
frietion. For rea 
merit, the best and 
cheapest Brace n.ade 
Gives health and 
vigor to the system by 
preserving an ereet form, 
Sold by the trade and Cleve- 
land Shoulder Brace Co. 
Cleveland, Ohio. Send $1.50 
and chest measure. 


B@” Ask for Pratt's 








New Srace. 
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THE SCHOLARS QUARTERLY. 


GIVE IT A TRIAL. 


When the best les- 
son help for a scholar 
costs but FIVE CENTS 
for three months, every 
school should be sup- 
plied. Send for the 





SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY 
containing lessons for 
April, May, and June. 
See special advertise- 
ment elsewhere. 





FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN’S SAFE CO. 


721 Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 
265 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


FLAGS. 


Large Stock of all kinds and at Low Prices in Bunt- 
ing, Silk, and Muslin. 


FLAGS OF ALL NATIONS. 
ALL OF OUR OWN MANUFACTURE. 


S.R.& FL HANSELL, 


No. 21 North Fourth St,, 
AND AT FACTORY, 


Columbia Ave. and Ninth St, 
ISAAC K. WRIGHT & SON, 
LHeEiGoEH COAT, 
ONLY. 


OFFICE—No. 124 South Second St., Philade'phia. 


YARDS { American St., below Oxford, N. P. R. R. 
” 1 818 owanson Street, above Queen. 





BEST IN THE WORLD, 
Blatchley’s Hoeri- 
z0utal lee ¢ ream 
Freezer. (Tingley’s 
tent ) For Saloons, Ho- 
ls, Families, or Ice 
Cream Manufacturers, in 
the economy and perfec- 
tion of its work is entirel 
unequaled. ihe closed head will save ice enoug 
in oue season to pay for the machine. The tub re- 
quires but one filling to freeze. Sizes, 3 to 40 quarts. 
isitors are cordially invited, when in town to the 
Big Exhibi ion, to come and see us, or send for de- 
seriptive circular and price-list. Very iiberal ar- 
ravgements made with the trade. The machines 
can also be seen at the Centennial Exhibition, 
Agricuitural Hall, Cor, Aisles 9 aud N Column 
letter O, No, 10, Cc. G@. BLATCHLEY, Manuf., 
506 Commerce St , Phila. 


10 PER CENT. NET. 


Improved Farm First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guar- 
anteed. We loan not to exceed one-third of the 
value ascertained by nal inspection. In many 
ears’ business have never lost a dollar. We pay the 
terest promptly semi-annually in New York. No 
customer of ours ever waited a for in not 
even during the hardest time that Kansas is like) 
ever to see. Her prosperity is now for certain. Sen: 
particulars. References in every State in the Union. 
J. B, WATKINS 4 CO., Lawrence, Kansas, 
8@-Collections thronghont the West a spegialty. 
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TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 

From I to 14 copies, « « « $2.15 each. 

“ 15 to 29 1.90 * 
30 copies and upwards, - 1.65 “ 

To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 

of making their subscription, state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 

( Which includes 15 conte for postage.) 


——$—$—$—$—<— a 


Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
& year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such ad- 
ditional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered. The new sub- 
scribers to pay pro-rata, for the time of their sub- 
scriptions, 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a 
paper changed should be careful to name not only 
the post-office to which they wish it sent, but also 
the one to which it has been sent. All addresses 
should include both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom 
the paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THE Tres to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


Now thai the date of expiration is plainly printed on 
the yellow address label of each paper or package of 
papers, it will be necessary for all subscribers lo renew 
promplly by the time thus designated or their paper wil, 
be discontunued, 





THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER § .60. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps,in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times who are pastors or superintendents, and who, 
when ordering it, state that they are such. 


If a superintendent, who is a subscriber of Tuz 
Times, desires the help of THE SUPERINTENDENT'S 
Papsgr, for any member of his school—for example. 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teacher 
—he can multiply copies of the PaPrEzr accordingly, 
to his own address, on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra PapErs go only to 
subscribers of THE T1mEs, 


Orders for this PAPER can be Alled, only when com- 


ing direct from supertniendenia or pastors who are sub 
scribers of THE TIMES, 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, . . 8 60 
100 « one year, 7 - 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 





THE SCHOLAR’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Oopies, three months, - - $ 5.00 
100 baad ome year, - + = = 20.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: Per line (12 lines 





to an inch), foreach insertion, - 25 Cts. 
Special Notices: Per line (as above), 30 Cts. 
Reading Matter: Per line (leaded), - - 50 Cts, 


DISCOUNTS on the above rates as follows: 


5 per cent. on 4 insertions, 
10 ity “ “ 8 “ 


bb * “ “« 48 “ 
0 * “ “ 3 “ 
5B * “ “« 6§2 “ 


4a@-Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Saturday of the week preceding their issue, 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT ST.,, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





The New York Orricsg is at the Sunday School 
Teachers’ Reading Room, 304 Fourth Avenue, Y. 


M. ©. A. Building, 
K P, Walle, Agent. 





FROM OUR NEIGHBORS. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 
[From The Christian Observer.] 

E ordinary way of mansging a Sun- 

dav-school library is about as fol- 
lows: The school is aroused to the neces- 
sity of having a library ; a sum of money 
is raised and it is sent where it will buy 
the largest number of books with the 
greatest pumber of illustrations. The 
books are kept and read until the gilt on 
their backs mes dingy, then every- 
body declares that they have read them 
all through. The interest in the library 
wanes, the books are lost or given away, 
and there is an end to the Sunday-echool 
library for awhile. 

Scores of cur readers will testify that 
this outline picture is not drawn with too 
bleck a pencil. The want of wisdom man- 
ifested in this procedure is evident 
Little care is taken in the selection of 
books, which are bought like wheat in 
bulk. Part of the time the Sunday- 
school is without any library. Bid hab- 
its of reading are fostered. The idea is 
encouraged that no book should be read 
more than once; that reading, instead of 
being a mode of receiving knowledge, is 
merely a form of amusement. 

A Sanday-school library should be col- 
lected and used much like a private 
library. Neither the general nor the pro- 
fessional readers buy their books by the 
shelf-fall, or throw them away when their 
b.cks are din The lawyer, the doctor 
the minister, the farmer, and the genera] 
reader carefully inquire what are the best 
books, and these they buy and keep to be 
read, re-read, and referred to, as inclina- 
tion or need may require. They do not 
buy books without knowing anything 
about them. And usually they buy one 
or two at a time, as they have the means 
and learn of books which they want. In 
these respects, Sunday-schools would di: 
well to profit by their example. Let 
them buy books as they learn of good 
good ones and have the means to spare ; 
not in a lump and in a hurry, but slowly, 
One or two or a half dozen every month 
Thus, there will always be some “new 
books” in the library. And when they 
have Ry books which are generally ap- 
proved of, let them be kept. If one coy y 
of the work is lost, buy another to replace 
it. Discourage the idea that no bvok is 
worth reading more than once. Bunyan’s 
“ Pilgrim’s Pr gress” can be read twenty 
times, and the twentieth perusal will 
yield more instruction and pleasure than 
the first. In a word, apply to the Sun 
day-school libraries the same principles 
of common sense that govern private and 
public Libraries. 





MISCELLANEOUS HELPS’ IN 
THE STUDY OF THE BIBLE. 


[F. D. Hemenway D.D., in The Northwestern Chris- 
tian Advocate.} 


Na former article (September, 1875) I 
wrote of the textual and philosopbica! 
apparatus requisite for successful Bible 
study. A more recent article contained 
some suggestions on the use and abuse of 
commentaries, and specified a few of the 
yf helps or this character accessible to 
the biblical student. The o!j-ct of this 
article is to mention some of tne mircella- 
neous aids which are needed to complete 
this department of our libraries. 

At the very head of this list I place a 
good Bible dictionary. Even before the 
student is ready to buy a single commen 
tary, let bim procure this and make it his 
constant and intimate companion. Let it 
be the best of its kind in the language— 
the most complete repertory of all matters 
pertaining to the origin, history, archex- 
ology, geography, biography, illustration, 
and interpretation of the Bible. And ir 
should contain nothing else. A’'l matters 
doctrinal and ecclesiastical, should be 
rigidly excluded, except as involved io 
biblical characters, observances, avd in- 
stitutions, No general cyclopedia can 
meet the case; even one so narrow and 
special as that of McClintock and Strong 
will not do. It should be a biblical cyclo- 
pedia and nothing else. 

The best Bible dictionary in any lan- 
guage is the American edition of Smith 
(4 vols., $26.00). This is a library in 
itse'f, and probably contains the fruit of 
more learnirg and more scholarly industry 
than any other work of equal extent in 
the Evoglish language. As was to be ex: 
pected, it is by no means free from crude 
and ill considered views ; and on impor- 





tant and difficult questions there is often 
lack of agreement among the different 
contributors ; but this last instead of mil- 
itating against the value of the work, in- 
creases it the rather, for it brings impor- 
tant and difficult questions into a stror ger 
light and a more perfect definition. Bat 
on the whole its learning is not only 
ample but well-digested, and the youn 

minister who makes good use of it wil 
find here select and elevating companion- 
ship. An abridgement of Smith's Dic- 
tionary was prepared a few years since for 
the press of the Appieton’s, by Dr. 8. W. 
Barnum, who made some additions of 
value. The work is a thoroughly excel- 
lent one, and, to not a few, is as servicea- 
ble as the larger work. At the price at 
which it is an. it is one of the cheapest 
books ever given to the American public. 
Oonybeare and Howson's “ Life and Epis- 
tles of Paul.” origivally publirhed in 
England at $2800, but now sold in very 
serviceable form at $3.00, is another in- 
stance of sterling merit combined with 
extraordinary cheapness. There is no 
satisfactory single work on Biblical Intro- 
duction in the Eaglish langusge. It is 
the province of such a work to lead us 
into the scientific and fruitful study of 
God’s Word, by furnishing all needful 
preliminary information; such, for in- 
stance, as that which pertains to the 
origin, claims, and contents of the books 
of the Bible, their organization into a 
canon, aod the helps and qualifications 
needed for their study. Huvrne’s Intro- 
duction, the best edition of which is in 
four octavo volumes ($2100), though a 
aseful, was never a very scientific work, 
and is now greatly behind the times. It 
contains much that is crude and irrele- 
vant, and notwithstanding valuable edi- 
torial improvements, does not ade quately 
represent the present state of biblical 
learning. Angus’ Hand- Book of the Bible 
($2.50) is largely derived from Horne, 
and is not without value, but is lacking 
in arrangement and accuracy. It is valu- 


-able rather as expressing our need than 


as meeing it. On the whole, the best 
Introduction to the O d Testament is that 
of Keil (2 vols., $600); and to the New 
Testament, that ot Bieek (2 vols., $6.00). 
Tae latter work, however, should be ued 
with discrimination because of its ration- 
alistic leanings. 

In arche logy the best single work 
easily accessible is Van Lonnep’s Bible 
Lands, just published ($5 00). Tne rarge 
of this work is so narrow and special, but, 
embodying, as it does, the fruits of long 
experience of Oviental life, and a careful 
study of the B bie in the very places and 
conditions in which it was written, itis a 
very fresh, he pful, and attractive volume, 
Miss Rogers’ “ Domestic Life in Pales- 
tine” ($1.75) embowies personal o serva- 
tions made in a much narrower field— 
those of a woman on the home-life 0: the 
people, and is an interesting and valua- 
ble work. Prof. Hackett’s “ Illustrations 
of Scripture ” ($175), is a modest and 
scholarly work by one of the must emi- 
nent biblical scholars America has pro- 
duced, and is truly exceiient. Freeman’s 
“ Hand bock of Bible Manuers and Ous- 
toms” ($250) is a convenient and weil- 
arranged compilation of surface-facts in 
arch ze logy as involved in particular pas- 
sages of Scripture, while by the aid of the 
indexes a more logical gruuping of these 
facts may easily be made. As its name 
implies, it is intended specially as an in- 
strumeut of work—a hand-book for easy 
and ¢ nvenient reference, but is too frag- 
mentary to meet in the best way the de- 
mand for a careful and scientific treat- 
ment of ancient and Oriental forms of life. 
But Dr. Smith’s “ Dictionary of Biblical 
Antiquites,” the first volume of which has 
already appeared, will, without doubt, 
prove our ampiest resource in this de- 
partment. 

In sacred geography the one indispen- 
sable thing is maps. They should be 
always accessible, that there may be no 
excuse for not consulting them. Not 
only should they be found in the Study- 
Bivle, but a book of maps should always 
oe within easy reach of the study: table. 
One of the best of these books of maps is 
the Bible Atiss published by the Ameri- 
can Tract Suciety ($1). Much finer, and 
vetter provided with maps and other il- 
lustrative material, is Clark’s Bib‘e Atlas 
\$8 40), published by the London Suciety 
tor Promoting Caoristian Knowledge. The 
best and cheapest single map of Pales- 
tine is the small relief map of W. L. 
Gege ($1). It is more accurate than any 
of the imported relief maps which cost 
from $10 upward. The photo-lithograph, 
from a relief by Raaz ($5), is a thing of 














| 
| 


ee ene sis. ona 











= 


ed i 








eee 








May 13, 1876.] 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 





319 








beauty, and is an excellent help to a 
knowledge of the physical aspects of Pal- 
estine. Perrine’s chromo-lithograph ($12) 
belongs in the domain of art as weil as 
illustrative science, and is of great value 
in helping to bring this land of all lands 
near to the untraveled scholar. The 
work is an honor to its gifted author, and 
to the denomination to which he belongs. 

Happy is he who can study the topog- 
raphy of ancient and modern Jerusalem 
with the aid of the steel-engraved copies 
of Sellou’s great picture—“ Jerusalem in 
her Grandeur and her Decay” ($35), or 
even the photograph copies of these ($5). 
These pictures are a delight and an inspi- 
ration—a beautiful and truthful grouping 
of the best-approved views as to localities 
in and about the Holy City. In the lack 
of these, the many maps, charts, and es- 
pecially the numerous photographic views 
now everywhere accessible, are sufficient, 
if rightly used, to make this the best- 
known locality on the face of the earth. 

In the front rank of works on the Holy 
Land still stand Robinson’s “ Biblical 
Researches” ($10), perhaps the best rec- 
ognized book among scholars which this 
century has produced. But Stanley’s 
“ Sinai and Palestine” ($2 50) is to many 
more attractive and more satisfactory, so 
successful has he been in grouping the 
things we most want to know about the 
respective localities. Richer than either, 
especially in the department of natural 
history, are the three works of Dr. Tris- 
tram—*“ Land of Israel” ($7 20) ; “ Natu- 
ral History of the Bble” ($150); and 
* Land of Moab ” ($2.50). Palmer’s ‘* Des- 
ert of the Exodus” ($3), is the very best 
work extant on the Sinaitic peninsula, 

But my limited space compels me to 
forego all mention of many works of high 
merit which the Bible student will rejoice 
to lay under tribute, I will not close, 
however, without. reminding the young 
minister that his great strength must ever 
be Jaid in the study of the Sacred Text 
itself, “ without note or comment ;” and 
so his eminent helps in his study must 
always be in his references, his concord- 
ances, and his dictionaries. He who uses 
these to the best advantage will be most 
“ mighty in the Scriptures,” 





LOOK AT BOTH SIDES. 
[Richard Cordley p.D., in The Sunday School World.) 


Vz. few children are so young as not 
to have noticed the contrasts among 
men. What poor little boy at school, as 
he took his plain bread and butter out of 
his tin pail at noon, has not looked wist 
fully towards the rich basket being opened 
on the other seat? What little boy, shiv- 
ering on his way home in his thin jacket, 
on a cold winter day, has not felt a little 
envious at that other boy on the opposite 
side of the street, warmly wrapped in 
cloak and mufflers and gloves? Who has 
looked from the homely, cold tenement, 
to the rich, warm mansion across the way ? 
And most boys—and for that matter most 
men—as they look at such things, feel 
that matters are not quite even in this 
world—that hard-working, virtuous man 
can hardly keep soul and body together, 
while that lszy, worthless fellow riaing in 
his carriage has everything he can ask 
for. Here is a poor little boy who wants 
to make something of himself, and do 
something in the world. But he has 
neither money, nor books, nor teachers. 
He has to work hard every day to help 
the family to live, The best he can do is 
to sit down on his stool when his day’s 
work is done, and read by the flickering 
fire light over and over again, the few old 
books on his father’s shelf. Another boy, 
who cares for nothing but hunting and 
fishing, and riding and playing, has all 
his time to himself; has all the choicest 
books ; has the very best of teachers; and 
a possible is done to make a 
scholar of him. One hundredth part of 
what he has and wastes would be the 
making of the other boy. The boy who 
wants to learn as much as he wants to 
live, has no chance, while he who despises 
it all has opportunities heaped upon him. 
It does not seem fair—does it boys? 

But there is another side to it all, and 
things are not quite as uneven as they 
seem. Somehow the poor boy, without 
books, who studies by the light of the fire, 
makes the best scholar and the best man, 
and comes out ahead at Jast. Surely it is 
better to come out ahead than to start 
ahead and then fall behind. And when 
we get inside the mansion we find that, 
somehow or other, it is no happier than 
the cottage. Care and trouble, sorrow 
and sin, go up with a man, however high 
he goes, They who have the most do not 


have all they want, and however rich and 
high a man gets, he finds somebody else 
richer and higher than he ‘is. There is 
just as much envy and bitterness in silks 
and broadcloths as in calico and jean. 

And things may not be quite so uneven 
as they look, between the boy in the thin 
jacket and the other boy in the warm 
cloak. One has the warmest clothes and 
the other has the warmest blood, and it is 
a great deal better to have warm blood 
than warm clothes. The boy with the tin 
pail has a coarser dinner than the boy 
with the nice basket; but he has the best 
appetite, and perhaps enjoys his dinner 
better than the other does, and gets more 
out of it. 

So, boys, whenever you begin to feel 
envious towards those who have better 
things than you have, remember there is 
another side to it. If God does not give 

ou fine houses and fine carrieges, per- 
bose he makes up the difference by giving 
you better health and stronger limbs, 
warmer hearts, clearer heads, and more 
industrious habits ; and perhaps he wil) 
make up the difference still more by and 
by, by making better men of you, and 
making you more useful. 
A man in his carriage was riding along, 

A gaily dressed wife by his side ; 
In satins and laces she looked a queen, 

And he like a king in his pride. 

A wood-sawyer stood on the street as they 
passed : 

The carriage and couple he eyed, 

And said, as - worked with his saw on a log, 

“T wish I was rich and could ride.” 

The man in the carriage remarked to his wife, 

“One thing I would give, if I could— 

I would give all my wealth for the strength 
and the health 

Of the man who is sawing the wood.” 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


KAUB, FRYMIER & EDWARDS, 


Successors to B. DORSEY & SON, 


China, Glass, ald Queensware, 


Old Stand, 923 MARKET STREET, 


Are offering great inducements to purchasers of 
FRENCH CHINA DINNER AND TEA SETS, 


Plain and Decorated, choice styles and superior 
quality. 

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC GLASSWARE, 
Plain, Cut, and Engraved. Our stock has been 
carefully selected and purchased for cash, enabling 
us to sell at the lowest cash prices. Particular at- 
tention given to Decoration of China and Glass to 
order, in full sets or to match broken sets Full 


line of latest styles and best makes of Silver-Plated 
Ware. 








NO EXCUSE NOW FOR BEING LATE. 


“TIME IS MONEY!” 


Accurate and Reliable 


THIRTY 


: HOUR CLOCKS. 
rd FOR $2.00. 


THE “SAINT NICHOLAS CLOCK” is a 
detached lever escapement time piece. of careful 
construction. QUALITY GUARANTEED. Novel, 
tasteful, and attractive in style, and in every respect 
an article of superior excellence. 

It will run im any position, and will be 
of special value to the traveler. They are suitable 
for the Library, the Family Room, the Dining Room, 
the Sleeping Room, the Shop, the Store, the Saloon, 
and the Cabin. 

The cut represents the “St. Nicholas” at one-fifth 
the actual size. Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt 
of price. S. B. JEROME & CO., New Haven, Conn. 







Your dress may be graceful and neat, 

When’er you go out on the street, 

Without any tying of strings 

Or waste of time sewing on rings; 

With no troublesome dress to hold 

Till your fingers are numbed with eold. 

WRITE AT ONCE for descriptive circulars. with 

terms, of a lady’s invention for protecting dresses 
from mud, snow, and dust. Also, fora SYSTEM or 
RULE for cutting bias and dress trimmings of every 
variety. Ladies and children’s gored skirts, without 
a pattern. Address, MISS M. DEWEY, 408 Wabash 
Avenue, Chicago. 500 AGENES WANT Kap. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 


c. Fully Warranted, 
Illustrated Catalogue sent Free, 
Vanduzen & Tift, 102 & 104 EB. Second St.,Cin. 


FUN! HA! HA! HAY? 

“Gents: Received your Toy 
WRESTLERS and had fun enough 
to doubly pay me. I want you to 
send me two more and two of 
your Dancing Skeletons. En- 
closed find pay for them.”—@eo, 
W. Payton, Providence, R. I. 

We are in daily receipt of such 
letters as above. The Wrestlers 








25 cts. RICHARDS MANF’G Co., 





98 Ashland Block, Chicago. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY: 


MUSICAL PUSLICATIONS. 





0 CENTS EACH. 


The low price of the 
Scholars’ Quarterly 
(20c. a year) makes 
each number cost but 
five cents. Now is a 
good time to supply 
schools or classes. Sub- 
scribe for one year or 
three months. See 
special advertisement 
elsewhere. 


MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


Gospel Songs by P: P. Bliss 


For Sunday-Schools, Prayer-meetings and Devotional 
Exercises. 





This unrivaled collection, contains Hold the —— 
“ Hailelujah’ Tis Done,’ Almost Perenaded, a 

Nine, More to Follow, Only an Armor Bearer, ther 
with ali of Mr. Bliss’s late and <r melodies. 
Price $80 per 100 copies; by mail, 35 cents. For sale 


. hs res,or can be procured of the Pub- 
shers, 
JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


THE 


Moody & Sankey Sone Book” 


Is now used everywhere. Every family should 
have it. Price, in Boards, $80 per 100 copies; by 
mail, 35 cents. 


a&@ Either Book sent by mail on receipt of price 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


THE CHOICE. 


FOR SINGING SCHOOLS & CONCERTS. 
By MoGRANAHAN AND CAs. 
3a-A Wide-Awake Book for Wide-Awake Teachers. 
Contains a novel Gameneey course, and a GRAND 
COLLECTION OF MUSIC. THE CHOICE is the work 
of experien men, and is the most successful Con- 
vention Book in the field. Price, $7.50 dozen; by 
mail, 75 cents. 
PUBLISHED BY 
JOHN CHURON & OO., 
CUNCUNWATY. 2. 
NOW READY. 
Our New Sunday-School Singing-Book, 


BONGS OF THE CROSS, 


BY &. 5S. LORENZ. 


We have spared no expense or labor to make this 
book just what the Sabbath-schools need. Its hymns 
are full of Gospel and religion, and its music is sprightly 
and melodious without being trashy and light. Over 


FIFTY CONTRIBUTORS 


Have aided in making this one of the best books of the 
times, It has songs for every oaecasion of interest. 
It also contains an elementary department teaching 


HOW TO READ MUSIC. 


This makes it just the book for Sabbath-Schools de- 
siring to start a SINGING-SCHOOL. 
Specimen copies sent for 30 cents. Price, 35 cents 


met = mail; ay 7 aa by express; $30 per 
REV. W.J.SHUEY, 
DAYTOMW, OEIO. 


ROWN OF LIF 


Ema eee 
For Sunday Schools. 


By W. A. Oenprs, anthor of New Silver Song, of which 
over 500,000 have beensold. Nearly every specimen copy 
examined brings an order forasupply. $3.60 per dozen. 
Specimen copy, 35 cts. Sa” Specimen pages free to all. 


K! N G of Day-School and Ju- 
venile Singing Books. 
** Just what we have long wanted,’’ is the praise from 


every direction. $5 per dozen. Ask your bookseller for it, 
or send 50 cts, for sample copy. S@” Specimen pages free. 


NTHEM CHOI 


The most popular work extant for open- 








are the greatest ‘fun provokers” | 
out. Sent by mail on receipt of | 


ing and closing choir service, also con- 
vention use. $10.50 per doz. Sample 


copy $1. B@™- Specimen pages free. 


| W.W.WHITNEY, TOLEDO, 0. 


For Sunday Schools. 


Ce el 


PpRIGHTEST AND BEST: 


Entirely new and beautiful Songs, by 
Lowry and Doans. 


ROovAL DIADEM : 


S=——O— ll" 
Pure, sterling Melodies, by same authors, 


PURE GOLD: | 
SS This work hasa world wide 


reputation ; OVer 1,000,000 copies sold. 
Price for any of the above books, in board covers, 
#30 per 100; by mail, 35 cts. 


Book OF PRAISE: 
==s«s irene A compilation 


from the best Songs now in use ; 224 pages. 
Price, 840 per 100; by mail, 50 cts. « 


Songs FOR LITTLE FOLKS 


Contains beautiful an for Little 
Children, for use in Primary Classes, Schools and 
athome. Price, in Board Covers: 

#30 per 100 copies; by mail, 35 cents. 


The Mody and Sankey Song Bonk 


OSPEL HYMNS 
AND SACRED SONGS 


Kook used vy Messrs. 
HITTLE and Buss, in 




















Is the only So 
Moopy and Sankey and 
their Gospel Meetings. 


Prico, in Boards, $30 per 100 covies; by mail, 36 cents. 
“Words only, $5 per 100 copies; br mail, 6 cents. 
(ee For Sale by Booksellers and Music Dealers. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, 
76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
91 Washington Street, Chicago. 
=A PERIODICALS. 


SUPERINTENDENTS. 


THE LABOR OF LOVE. 


A Gospel Monthly, finely illustrated, is just an 
for your schools. 18 cents a year, postage pai: 
per copy—for 10 or more copies to one address. 


THE FOOD FOR THE LAMBS, 


Published four times each month, each number 
has four beautiful pages well illustrated for the 
very little fellows. 


cents per copy, postage paid, for 10 or more 
copies to one address. 


BACK NUMBERS. 


The Labor of Love. 
No date, fresh and nice, postage paid, $1.25 per 
hundred. 


The Food for the Lambs. 
Back numfers, no date, 50 cents per 100. 
Address the Publisher, 


EDWIN A. WILSON, Springfield, Dis. 
SPECIMEN COPY FREE. 


i 



































INSUBANGE. 





1835. -1876 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCH COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 


Capital, $400,000,00, - - Assets, $1,559,853.76, 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G CROWELL, Secretary. 


—  - —— = a 
KDUCA TIONAL. 
west CHESTNUT STREET INSTITUTE 
Ne. 4035 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
FOR YOUNG ADLES. 
This an delig tfully 
situated in West  niladelphia, and combines advan- 


nee both city and country. For circulars with 
references to the Principal, Mrs.J.A. BOGARDUS 





~~ = 
BEAUTIFUL 


FLOWERS 


Delivered free of cost per mail at your door. Splen- 
did assortment of ROSES, six for $1.00, thirteen for 
$2.00. Send for New Descriptive Catalogue of Plants 
gratis. MOQGPES, Kasew., & FMUMANS, 

Cherry Hill Nurseries, West Chester, Pa. 








ESTABLISHED 1853. 
Of the latest and most beautifal 
other slate work on hand or made 





to order. Fac- 
tory and oe, 1210 RIDGE AVENUE. 


WILSON & LLER, Philadelphia. 
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AGENTS WANTED. 
$5 10 $20 Rreo.“*Srmson & 00, Pordand, Me. 


The GREATEST NELLING CENTENNIAL BOOK is 


— ar r Pn \\ Set S 
Rich and compwte in our Unilin, Mastery of 
100 years; and grand in vivid pnt of 
all our mighty reseureces in agriculture, com- 
merce, minerals, manufactures, finances, govern- 
ment, curiosities, natural wonders, works of art, 
ete. hic nly illustrated and cheap. A Ss lendid 
view of the world’s foremost nation. No 
other book like it Outsells mere hist ries five to 
one. Agents wanted quickly, Addresn, HUBBARD 
BROS , 723 Sansom Street, hiladelphia 











AGENTS’ GUID on Trreto ne ten. 





\ ANT ED—Agents in every town and city to can- 

vass for popular Visiting Cards, including all 
the Latest Sty - s. Large commissions. Send 10c. for 
Agent's outfit. E. F. Fuller, box 2091, Brockton, Mass. 


Pleasant and Profitable km loyment. 

* Beautiful!” “ Charming!” “Oh, how iovely!” 
“What are they worth,” etc. Such are the excla- 
mations of those who see the large, elegant new 
chromos produced by the European and American 
Chromo Publishing Co, Every one will want 
them. It requires no talking to sell the pictures, 
Ger speak for themselves. Canvassers, agents, 
and led es and gentlemen out of employment, will 
find this the best opening ever offered to make 
money. For full particulars, send stamp for confi- 
dential circular, Address, F. GLEASON & CO., 
738 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 


AGENTS WANTED FOR THE 


ENTENNIAL 
HISTORY oF tHe YJ. S. 


The great interest in the ange Fo history of our 
country makes this the fastest se book ever 
Published. It contains a full account tof the Grand 

Jentennial Exhibition. 

CAUTION.—Old, incomplete, and unreliable 
works are being circulated; see that the book you 
buy contains 442 fine engravin s and 926 pages. 

end for circulars and extra terms .o Agents. Ad- 
dress National Publishing Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 





TEMPLE HARP. 


A new music book in Aikin’s Seven-Charac- 
ter Notes, with a thorough course of instruction 
in the most Natural and Easy System of Music yet 
discovered. All can learn to Sing in one-fourth ¥- 
time oes by any other method, Adapted to 
Choirs, Singing-schools, etc., etc. Specimen pages 
maied free. Teachers wanted as Agevts. 


MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
Non. 1102 and 104 Sauvnom St, Potiada 





THE BEST YET. 


Our POPULAK FAMILY BIBLE with 
Filu-trates Dictionary. Concordance, 
and other valuable extra matter. Spl. nd.d E- 
tustrations and « mgeravines El« gant 
Bindings. Hg en gps inducements to good 


AGEN {S, Sp.cial pret.ctsom im terri- 
). tory guaranteed 
MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISBING HOUSE, 


Hes. Liv’ and 11064 Sansom st., Phiiada. 


CRYSTAL GEMS. 


A new Sabbath-school Music Book in Aikin’s 
BReven-Character Notes, and upon a system 
particularly adapted to the young learner. This book 
contains rare selections of new and beautiful tunes. 
Specimen copies mailed on receipt of 35 cents. 


BILLER'S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING ROUSE, 


Woe. 1102 and 1104 Sansom S:.. Ph 





—— a 


VOICE OF GOD. 


By REV. ALFRED NEVIN, D.D. 

A new and va uabl Book of ab-orb'ng 
interest. containing all the Ht- torte and 
Leweadary «ere of the Bible, with accounts 
of its #Patriarechs #&rephets, Priests, 
Kivgs, and Heroes, 800 Royal Octavo 
pawes. with namerous handsome En- 
gravings. AGENTS WANTe Db. 


MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, 


He-. 1162 avd 1104 Sansom st, Phtrada. 


FREE TICKET 


0 Philadelphia ora. tery RS: 


good for all sum- 
From any point in U. 8. east of Utan. 
T Above R_ R. Ticket (it also ad- 
mis 1 Centennial Grounds) 
A #10 cash a day easily earned canvase ng 
for our paper, pi tures, &c. Anybody can do it. 
Particulars free. Send adress on postal 

‘o receive copy of paper also, send 6 cts, Ad- 
:; Tre_ILLusTrRaTeD WREKLY, 
No. 11 Dey dt., New York, 














AGE 





female, in their locality. 


7% week to Agents, old and young, male and 
$77 Terms and . 
dress, P.O. Vickery & Co., Augusta, Maine. 





WORK AND MONEY. Our new method of in- 
troducing the Home Guen 

carries everyth a Deore it, Our premiums beat the 

world Abn t be idle a day. culars 

ple of paper superbly illustrated with choice Moss- 

rose Cross, 10 Cents. J. THAM & CO., 419 Wash- 

ington Street, pomenan Masa. 





AGEN Ts WAN reo R N “BO BOR DE R. 


WESTER 


A Comp! “any “> Bee? NT BO 30R pE R. 
YRARe = 

Its thril es € 8 is of Hed and White = “Exciting 

Adventures, Captivities, r ora) s, Seents, Pioneer women ana 

hove Indian war-paths, Camp ‘life, and Sports.—A b ok for 

oO vey at ung. re wt ar intl pag re. No commpetinon Enormous 

Iiiustrated cireniars free, 


. c° MeGURDY ke 60. 26S. Seventh St., Mhilade pola, Pa 


THE BIBLE ee 


AGENTS! We have in press, two most RARE 
J + AND VALUABLE RELIGIOUS WORKS. for 
which we want nts. Cireulars with full papa 
tion, sent free. Few such chagees offer to do qe 
and make penny, Address. int nearest 
AMERICAN PUBLISHING 0 PANY, bra, 
Ct., Cincinnati, O., or Chicago, Il. 


THE SGHOLARS QUARTERLT, 


THE DEST LESSON HELP PUBLISHED 
EVERYBODY LIKES IT 





Although the first number of THE ScHOL- 
ARS’ QUARTERLY was issued only in January 
of this year, it has rapidly gained a large cir- 
culation, extending already to every State in 
the Union. 

Wherever it goes it makes friends. It is 
considered by those who have tried it the 
most complete scholars’ help published. 
Nearly all who at first sent for specimen 
copies have since ordered a full supply—for 
their schools or classes. The second number 
(for April, May, and June) is now ready, 
and is, in many points, an improvement on 
that for the First Quarter. To receive the 
full benefit of the quarter’s lessons subscri- 
bers should send their orders at once. 


100 Copies, one year, - = $20.00. 
PRICE. 100 hree months, 5.00. 


PRICE. 
Single Copies, one year, - 20. 


Review Chart for Second Ouarier. 


Superintendents who desire to have a satisfactory review of the 
present quarter’s lessons, will do well to send for the Review Cuart, 
prepared by John B. S .nith for Tae Scnonars’ QuARTERLY, and printed 
separately, in large type, on strong sheets, 3} by 5 feet. Many super- 
intendents send early for these Review Cuarts, that they may use 
them during the current quarter, and thus make their final reviews a 
greater success. 

This chart will be sent, postpaid, on receipt of 50 cents. 


RESPONSIVE REVIEW EXERCISE. 


The Responsive Review Exercise published in Tur Scnonars’ 
QUARTERLY is also published in sheet form, for use in the Sunday- 
school, either as an opening exercise, week by week, or as a quarterly 
review exercise in connection with the Review Chart. This exercise 
contains responsive readings on the lessons of the quarter; also an 
outline plan of the Chart, with questions thereon. ; 

Price per 100 copies, 75 cents. 


Address 


Che Sunday School Canes. 


JOHN VD. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 





The President of the BRYANT & STRATTON BUSINESS COLLEGE, Ph uiladelphi a, has 
made arrangements so that parties desiring to attend this Institution during the progress of th 


UNITED STATES CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION 


can secure goo <l board at the present low rates, It will take at least a month to thoroughly examine the numerous 
objects of interest from all parts of the world, and this can easily be done afternoons and on Saturdays, wi 
out interfering with the regular course of study. No such opportunity for obtaining . business education ~ 





able general information will ever again be peseonted. For full particulars, addres: 
J. E. SOULE, President, 108 South Tenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa 





CONFECTIONERY. 


CROFT’S 
COLT'S-FOOT ROCK-CANDY, 


CELEBRATED FOR 


COUGHS and COLDS. 


CROFT, WILBUR & CO., 


Manufacturers of Confections and Chocolates, 
i226 MARKET ST REET, ‘PHILA, 





aby ru BLAUA LAUR. 


THE 


HRINTIAN AT WOK 


PUBLISH THE 


Four Best & Cheapest 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPERS 
IN THE LAND. 


GOOD WORDS, 
MY PAPER, 

GOOD CHEER, 
OLD AND YOUNG. 


Numbered, not dated, a them good at any 
e. 











EVERY SUNDAY-SCHOOL should endeavor to 
supply its scholars with wholesome and attractive 
reading, and these Papers will enable Sunday- 
school workers to meet this need with entire satis- 
faction. ° 

To afford Sunday-schools an opportunity of beau- 
tifying their school-rooms, we offer the following 

SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS : 

To any one from whom we shall receive an order 
for Sunday-school Papers for one year, of not less 
than $12.00 at full rates, we will send at subscriber’s 
expense their choice of three out of the five follow- 
ing Chromos, viz.: 

“The Twins,” 
Prang’s exquisite “Group of Flowers,” 
“Wee Bit Fractious,” 
“Sabbath Afternoon,” 
“ American Farm Yard,” 
Or, Five of the “Portfolio of Gems.” 
Containing 12 of Hendschell’s Unique Sketehes. 

For an order of not less than $24.00 for one year 
at full rates, we will send at subscriber’s expense, 
the five Chromos and one “ Portfolio of Gems.” 

Sunday-school Superintendents or Teachers can 
thus obtain for the decoration of their Sunday- 
school rooms the entire set of our large and attrac- 
tive Premiums which are so popular with the sub- 
scribers to THE CHRISTIAN AT WORK. 

We will also furnish Goop WorpDs and My PAaPrper 
one year and choice of above Chromos, for 75 cents. 

For a club of five subscribers at full rates, we will 
send ‘a sixth copy free, with choice of Chromo or 
Portfolio. 


Consult the following Price List. Postage prepaid: 
GOOD WORDS. 


SIZE OF PAGE, 12x16 INCHES, 3mos,. 6mos, 1 year. 


L COPY ..00-. crcccresssensrercccecseees . -. 2 a Co 
5 co pies to one address. acocenace 30 45 85 
i: i i a. Fa errs 55 1 05 2 05 
-—  * “ spay : 05 1 95 3 80 
SS « ad 7. 1 20 8 55 710 


16. . * or over, @ hundred... 3 50 68 1270 


MY PAPER, 


SIZE OF PaGE, 10x14 INCHES. 3mos. 6 mos. 1 year. 








1 COPY. ........-ccceceroscoeescarecsoeeeess oe ee a 
5 cupies to one address......... 25 40 5 
y. ° f peesecnes 50 Yd 1 75 
25 “ “ - capenence 90 1 75 3 30 
5 * ¢ “ ._ 2 315 5 85 
luo “  orover, # hundred... 310 580 1140 
CooD CHEER. 
SIZE OF Pening 8x12 INCHES. 6 mos. 1 year. 
1 cop . $ 30 
12 copies to one address 1 35 
25 250 
50 - F . Saet 4 60 
100 “ or over, per hundred 8 10 





OLD AND YOUNG, 


25 copies to one address 
50 ” te “ 


100 “ « “ 








For samples and further information, address 


CHRISTIAN AT WORK PUBLISHING CO. 


Box 5105, New York, 


yy) CAN’T BE BEAT. 20 handsome Address 
Cards, no two alike, your name ou them all 
1 for 1}0 cts. and stamp. A large spicy poner 
and list of all sty es with ord r, or 
and 10 one for 3cts. G. B Uliman an kde, 0., 
inter Street, Boston, Mass. 
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